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1. Introduction 
1.1 The Bibliotheca Alexandrina (BA) organized a regional seminar under the title:  "New Tools 
for the Dissemination of Knowledge: global developments and regional challenges". Academics, 
researchers, government officials, librarians, IT experts, artists, journalists, and publishers from 
Arab countries, Brazil, Europe, Indonesia, South Africa and the United States of America 
participated in the seminar, as well as representatives of international and regional organizations 
and civil society.  
 
1.2 The seminar fulfilled a recommendation of the "Arab Regional Dialogue on Intellectual 
Property Rights, Innovation and Sustainable Development" organized by the BA, ICTSD and 
UNCTAD, in June 2005, concerning the need to raise awareness about global initiatives in the 
area of open collaborative models, Creative Commons and access to knowledge in the Arab 
world. 
 
1.3 The two-day seminar witnessed plenary sessions, open discussions and working groups with 
a distinguished range of participants and keynote speakers. 
 
2. Objectives 

2.1 General objective of the seminar: 

To provide an opportunity to directly familiarize Arab stakeholders with the most important 
global initiatives in the area of open collaborative models, Creative Commons and access to 
knowledge. 

2.2 Specific objectives : 

2.2.1 To launch a long-term process of networking between: 

• Arab stakeholders with an interest in the issues under consideration, thus creating a 
mechanism for them to raise awareness at the national and regional levels and 
eventually influence policy-making in the direction of more consumer-friendly 
policies with regard to access to knowledge and promotion of creativity and 
innovation.  

• Global initiatives, local and regional Arab organizations, with the aim of establishing 
possible partnerships contributing towards amplifying the momentum of these global 
initiatives at the international level, while widening and diversifying their support 
base at the national and regional levels. 

2.2 .2 To develop a regional research agenda in the area of access to knowledge that would 
positively contribute to the development process in the region. This agenda will take into 



consideration the global initiatives in this area, as well as the specific needs and 
circumstances of the region. 

3. Seminar Sessions 

3.1 The seminar commenced with an opening session that discussed the rationale behind 
organizing a seminar on new tools for the dissemination of knowledge, and the promotion of 
innovation and creativity, taking into consideration the international context and the situation in 
the Arab world. 

3.2 The second session “Open Knowledge: Implications for Education and Research” focused on 
equal access to information through new initiatives, such as open source methods of research and 
development.  

3.3 The following session underlined the opportunities and challenges facing the Creative 
Commons initiative in the Arab world. The fourth session “Global IP Norms: Implications for 
Education & Research” addressed the possible problems resulting from a growing trend in IPR 
standard setting towards the expansion of the scope of IP protection in a manner that could 
hinder creativity and access to knowledge, especially for developing countries. The fifth session 
discussed the “Proposal for a Treaty on Access to Knowledge and Technology” in the global 
context and, in particular, within the WIPO Development Agenda.  

3.4 Following the thematic sessions, two working groups were formed to develop 
recommendations. The first working group focused on developing a regional research agenda 
on access to knowledge and related issues raised in the seminar. The second working group 
examined how to move forward on access to knowledge at the global level and particularly in 
relation to the proposal for an A2K treaty.  

3.5 In conclusion, the seminar concluded with a closing session discussing “What’s Next, How 
to Move Forward”. The session focused on the challenges facing access to knowledge. In this 
context, it highlighted what has been achieved in the past two years and addressed the means of 
realizing further progress in the forthcoming period.   

4. Recommendations  
 
4.1 Regional Research Agenda  
 

1. Formation of a task force for regional research on A2K issues, constituted by seminar 
participants. Communication to be pursued through a virtual forum, possibly hosted by 
the Bibliotheca Alexandrina.   

 
2. Follow-up meeting of the task force, possibly hosted by the Bibliotheca Alexandrina. 
 
3. Another meeting suggested for the group, to be held in January, during the Annual Cairo 

Book Fair, with the objective of promoting A2K. 
 

4. Training activities/workshops for the young and middle career practitioners to raise 
awareness about IP and access to knowledge issues, possibly organized by the 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina.  

 



5. Preparation of the Research Agenda along the following lines: 
 
1) Preamble/Declaration of Principles, (with focus on regional collaboration and networking) 

 
2) Collection of data/depository 
 

a) Literature (WSIS, Diwan el Marefa, others) 
b) Current and Past Research Activities 
c) Research Personnel 

 
3) Research Priority Setting 

 
a) Research areas 
b) Research questions* 
c) Plan of Action (to be presented in table form, Research Topic, Research Team, Sponsors, 

Time frame) 
 
* Research questions include, among others: 
 

1. Arabic Language Content on the Internet  
 

- What are the barriers inhibiting Arab Content? 
- What are the incentives to knowledge creation in Arabic? 
- To what extent is Arabic content relevant to the people (inclusion)? 
 
 
2. What are the economic and social impacts of free trade agreements in the Arab world? 
 
3. What is the impact of the Creative Commons initiative on knowledge creation in the Arab 

world? What are the suitable business models? 
 

4. How can new business models resolve issues of IPR in research and knowledge 
production? 

 
5. How to raise awareness with respect to A2K for the public- and policy-makers? 

 
6. How to customize/tailor new A2K initiatives to the public? 

 
7. How to measure A2K in the Arab countries (metrics for assessing Arabic content)? 

 
8. How to communicate the needs of the knowledge society to government officials 

responsible for negotiating in the international arena? 
 

9. What are the strategies for governments to adopt Open Source Software? 
 

10. What are the lessons learned from the experience of other countries in the area of Open 
Source Software? What are the best practices? 

 
11. What reforms and updates are needed for the educational system to promote A2K? 

 



12. What are the political, technological, and educational barriers to A2K? 
 

13. To what extent can libraries serve as tools for promoting A2K in the region? 
 

14. Who owns IP in partnership agreements for collaborative scientific research? 
 

15. What are the issues pertaining to health within the A2K framework? 
 
2. Moving forward on Access to Knowledge at the global level 
 

• The A2K “treaty” should be understood as a platform and not a treaty in the traditional 
sense recognizing the modular approach taken in elaborating it. Already, various parts or 
texts of the treaty are being included in other treaties, e.g., the draft WIPO broadcasting 
treaty. At the same time, the document must be understood as a working document that is 
still open. 

 
• The A2K treaty, while addressing IP related issues, clearly goes beyond IP and should be 

understood as such. It is not just a defensive agenda but a clear effort by the various 
stakeholders to propose concrete and positive action. 

 
• It is important to remember that WIPO is already discussing whether there should be a 

treaty, and what form it should take, based on the proposal by the Group of Friends of 
Development. The question is, therefore, how the process should go forward and ideas 
about concrete proposals. 

 
• In thinking about A2K, we need to think beyond just a treaty in terms of a legal 

instrument since what is needed is broader mobilization for actual benefits to accrue to 
communities in countries. 

 
• There is need to revise the current text of the A2K treaty fairly quickly learning from 

developments during the past two years and taking into account the growing stakeholder 
group. Thereafter, there needs to be continuous updating as developments take place and 
negotiations proceed in WIPO and elsewhere. In the revision process: 

a. The objectives should be  clearly spelt out and clarified; 
b. The title of the document needs to be reconsidered and terminology such 

as mechanism could be considered. It could also be that even if the aim is 
an eventual treaty, the title of the treaty could be more specific, where the 
broader terminology of A2K could be used to focus on the broader 
objectives, e.g. the approach to the UNESCO Cultural Diversity 
Convention; 

c. Each part and section should be accompanied by explanation and rationale 
for the provisions and identifying the risks to access to knowledge that 
will be addressed; 

d. The transfer of technology section should be elaborated; 
e. As the text is developed, it must be ensured that its provisions do not 

undermine the flexibilities available to countries under the TRIPS 
Agreement. 

 



• As stakeholders in the A2K process increase, there is need for clear explanations of the 
history and context in which the draft document was developed and its characterization as 
a platform and not a traditional treaty. 

 
• While governments were  active at the beginning, the degree of engagement has 

diminished considerably and it is critical, at this stage, to have the governments back on 
board as the concretization and redrafting process begins. 

 
• The Library of Alexandria should include on its website a webpage that can facilitate the 

continuous discussion of A2K issues and the treaty and provide related materials. Using 
this seminar’s website could also be an alternative, and possible mailing list. 

 
• Capacity-building and further awareness on A2K is critical in moving forward, especially 

within developing country governments including negotiators in Geneva. The role of 
various UN agencies such as UNDP, UNESCO, regional economic commissions, in 
providing resources and support for such capacity- building should be explored. 

 
• Regional working groups should be formed to provide a platform in the various regions 

to develop language for the treaty, taking into account the regional and national contexts . 
 

• While the draft A2K treaty remains and the process continues, a first step at the 
intergovernmental level could be a push for WIPO to set up a process where there would 
be a call for submissions from governments as well as other stakeholders as to the 
possible elements of an A2K treaty. Such a process would greatly elevate the level of 
discussions and engagement. 

 
• A crucial issue at this point in the A2K treaty process and discussion is to define clearly 

the process going forward since the stakeholder group has increased and a good process 
will be needed to keep all on board and add others. As the process is defined, the new 
players and parties need to be identified. 

 
• As the draft is revised, updated and clarified we need, at the same time, to recognize and 

highlight the various excellent and innovative ideas in the treaty so that the good 
examples of what the treaty can achieve are not lost in the discussions on what needs to 
be revised. 
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