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Samuel Beckett

(1906-1989)

Biography

Samuel Beckett was born on April 13, 1906, in Foxrock -a suburb of Dublin- in County
Dublin, Ireland. Like his fellow Irish writers George Bernard Shaw, Oscar Wilde, and
William Butler Yeats, he came from a Protestant, Anglo-Irish background. At the age of 14
he went to the Portora Royal School, in what became Northern Ireland, a school that catered
to the Anglo-Irish middle classes. From 1923 to 1927, he studied Romance languages at
Trinity College, Dublin, where he received his bachelor’s degree.

After a brief spell of teaching in Belfast, he became a reader in English at the Ecole Normale
Supérieure in Paris in 1928. There he met the self-exiled Irish writer James Joyce, the author
of the controversial and seminally modern novel Ulysses, and joined his circle. Contrary to
often-repeated reports, however, he never served as Joyce’s secretary.

He returned to Ireland in 1930 to take up a post as lecturer in French at Trinity College, but
after only four terms he resigned, in December 1931, and embarked upon a period of
restless travel in London, France, Germany, and Italy. In 1937 Beckett decided to settle in
Paris.

1”Samuel Beckett: Photos”, Babelio, www.babelio.com /auteur /Samuel-Beckett /2677 /photos
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This period of Beckett’s life is vividly depicted in letters he wrote between 1929 and 1940.
Beckett’s relatively few prewar publications included two essays on Joyce and the French
novelist Marcel Proust. The volume More Pricks Than Kicks (1934) contained 10 stories
describing episodes in the life of a Dublin intellectual, Belacqua Shuah, and the novel
Murphy (1938) concerns an Irishman in London who escapes from a girl he is about to
marry to a life of contemplation as a male nurse in a mental institution. His two slim
volumes of poetry were Whoroscope (1930), a poem on the French philosopher René
Descartes, and the collection Echo’s Bones (1935). A number of short stories and poems were
scattered in various periodicals. He wrote the novel Dream of Fair to Middling Women in the
mid-1930s, but it remained incomplete and was not published until 1992.

As a citizen of a country that was neutral in World War II, Beckett was able to remain in
Paris even after the occupation of Paris by the Germans, but he joined an underground
resistance group in 1941. When, in 1942, he received news that members of his group had
been arrested by the Gestapo, he immediately went into hiding and eventually moved to the
unoccupied zone of France. Until the liberation of the country, he supported himself as an
agricultural laborer. During his years in hiding, Beckett completed another novel, Watt,
which was not published until 1953.

In 1945 he returned to Ireland but volunteered for the Irish Red Cross and went back to
France as an interpreter in a military hospital in Saint-L6, Normandy. In the winter of 1945,
he finally returned to Paris and was awarded the Croix de Guerre for his resistance work.

There followed a period of intense creativity, the most concentratedly fruitful period of
Beckett’s life. Between 1946 and 1949, Beckett produced a number of stories, the major prose
narratives Molloy (1951), Malone meurt (1951; Malone Dies), and L’Innommable (1953; The
Unnamable), and two plays, the unpublished three-act Eleutheria and Waiting for Godot. It
was not until 1951, however, that these works saw the light of day.

After many refusals, Suzanne Deschevaux-Dumesnil (later Mme Beckett), Beckett’s lifelong
companion, finally succeeded in finding a publisher for Molloy. When this book not only
proved a modest commercial success but also was received with enthusiasm by the French
critics, the same publisher brought out the two other novels and Waiting for Godot. It was
with the amazing success of Waiting for Godot at the small Théatre de Babylone in Paris, in
January 1953, that Beckett’s rise to world fame began. Beckett continued writing, but more
slowly than in the immediate postwar years. Plays for the stage and radio and a number of
prose works occupied much of his attention.

Beckett continued to live in Paris, but most of his writing was done in a small house
secluded in the Marne valley, a short drive from Paris. His total dedication to his art
extended to his complete avoidance of all personal publicity, of appearances on radio or
television, and of all journalistic interviews. When, in 1969, he received the Nobel Prize for
Literature, he accepted the award but declined the trip to Stockholm to avoid the public
speech at the ceremonies. Samuel Beckett died on December 22, 1989 in Paris.?

2'Samuel Beckett”, Encyclopaedia Britannica Online, academic ed. (database),
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BA Call Number: 843.914 B3965a (F1 -- Closed Stacks -- Nobel Collection -- 1969)

Beckett, Samuel. Company. Picador Fiction. London: Picador, 1982.
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BA Call Number: BnF 387396 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Beckett, Samuel. “Molloy”. In Molloy, by Samuel Beckett; suivi de Molloy: Un
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BA Call Number: 843.914 B39650 (F1 -- Closed Stacks -- Nobel Collection -- 1969)

Beckett, Samuel. Six Residua. Beckett Short 5. London: John Calder, 1999.
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I’'Herne, 1997.
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Thames and Hudson, 1989.
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& Cie. Paris: Editions du Seuil, 1997.
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BA Call Number: BnF 343372 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)
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Edwards, Michael. Beckett ou Le don des langues: Essai. Institut Collégial Européen.
Montpellier: Espaces 34, 1998.
BA Call Number: BnF 352453 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Evrard, Franck, ed. En attendant Godot, Fin de partie, Samuel Beckett. CAPES.
Agrégation lettres. Paris: Ellipses, 1998.
BA Call Number: BnF 332260 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Graver, Lawrence, and Raymond Federman, eds. Samuel Beckett: The Critical
Heritage. Critical Heritage Series. London: Routledge, 1997.
BA Call Number: 828912 Gra S (E)

Grossman, Evelyne. L’esthétique de Beckett. Collection Esthétique. [Paris]: SEDES,
1998.
BA Call Number: BnF 303350 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Guinoiseau, Stéphane. En attendant Godot de Beckett: Etude de l'ceuvre. Repéres
Hachette 2. Paris: Hachette éducation, 1995.
BA Call Number: BnF 398650 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Huston, Nancy. Limbes: Un hommage a Samuel Beckett. Un endroit ou aller 84.
Montréal, QC: Leméac; Arles: Actes Sud, 2000.
BA Call Number: BnF 385875 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Jouannaud, Laurent. “L’Innommable (1953)”. Chap. 7 in Toxiques: Quand les livres font
mal. Perspectives critiques. Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 2003.
BA Call Number: BnF 420955 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Juliet, Charles. Rencontres avec Samuel Beckett. Paris: P.O.L, 1999.
BA Call Number: 842914 B3965r (E)

Lalande, Bernard. En attendant Godot (1952), Samuel Beckett: Résumé, personnages,
themes. Profil d’une ceuvre 16. Paris: Hatier, 1970.
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Lall, Ramji. Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godot: A Critical Study. 16t ed. New Delhi:
Rama, 1998.
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Lavielle, Emile. En attendant Godot: De Beckett. Poche critique. Paris: Hachette, 1972.
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Leblanc, Evelyne. Fin de partie, de Samuel Beckett. Parcours de lecture, série ceuvres
intégrales. Paris: Bertrand-Lacoste, 1997.
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Lire Beckett: En attendant Godot, Fin de partie: Actes de la Journée d’études
d’agrégation organisée a 1'Université Lumiére-Lyon 2 le 21 novembre 1998 par la
Faculté des lettres de Lyon 2 et par la Société d’études de la littérature francaise du
XXe siécle. Edited by Didier Alexandre and Jean-Yves Debreuille. Lyon: Presses
Universitaires de Lyon, 1998.

BA Call Number: BnF 355806 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Louette, Jean-Frangois. En attendant Godot ou L’amitié cruelle. Belin Sup/Lettres. Les

ceuvres. Paris: Belin, 2002.
BA Call Number: BnF 420788 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Marsat, Jacques. Oh les beaux jours, Pas moi, Samuel Beckett: Des reperes pour situer
I’auteur. Balises 137. Paris: Nathan, 1998.
BA Call Number: BnF 300782 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Mayoux, Jean-Jacques. “Molloy: Un évenement littéraire, une ceuvre”. In Molloy, by
Samuel Beckett; suivi de Molloy: Un évenement littéraire, une ceuvre, by Jean-Jacques
Mayoux. Double 7. Paris: Editions de Minuit, 1988.

BA Call Number: 843.914 B3965m (F1 -- Closed Stacks -- Nobel Collection -- 1969)

McDonald, Ronan. The Cambridge Introduction to Samuel Beckett. Cambridge
Introductions to Literature. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2006.
BA Call Number: 84891409 M1351 (E)

Miller, Lawrence. Samuel Beckett: The Expressive Dilemma. New York: St. Martin's
Press, 1992.
BA Call Number: 842.914 B3965m (E)

Miraux, Jean-Philippe. En attendant Godot, Samuel Beckett. (Euvre au clair 19. [Paris]:
Bordas, 2004.
BA Call Number: 842914 M672 (E)

Pilling, John, éd. The Cambridge Companion to Beckett. Cambridge Companions to
Literature. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1994.
BA Call Number: 8489009 Pil C (E)

Quintallet, Jacques. Samuel Beckett, En attendant Godot. Connaissance d'une ceuvre
39. Rosny: Bréal, 1999.
BA Call Number: BnF 358765 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)
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Rojtman, Betty. Forme et signification dans le théatre de Beckett. 2nd ed. Paris:
A. G. Nizet, 1987.
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Saadoun, Daniel, and Denis Trarieux. “Samuel Beckett, En attendant Godot”. In L'amitié:
Aristote, Ethique a Nicomagque, Livres VIII et IX, André Gide, Les Faux-monnayeurs,
Samuel Beckett, En attendant Godot. Ancrages. Paris: Hachette, 2001: 85-157.
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Santerre, Jean-Paul. Lecon littéraire sur En attendant Godot de Beckett. Collection
Major. Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 2001.
BA Call Number: BnF 361751 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Sardin-Damestoy, Pascale. Samuel Beckett auto-traducteur ou L’art de
"I'empéchement": Lecture bilingue et génétique des textes courts auto-traduits
(1946-1980). Traductologie. Arras: Artois presses université, 2002.
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Satge, Alain. Samuel Beckett: En attendant Godot. Etudes littéraires 63. Paris: Presses
Universitaires de France, 1999.
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Toibin, Colm, ed. “Samuel Beckett”. In The Penguin Book of Irish Fiction. New York:
Viking, 1999: 556-597.
BA Call Number: 823.00809417 P3987 (E)

Touret, Michele, ed. Lectures de Beckett. Didact. Francais. Rennes: Presses
Universitaires de Rennes, [1998].
BA Call Number: BnF 366554 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Uhlmann, Anthony. Beckett and Poststructuralism. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1999.
BA Call Number: 84891409 Uhl B (E)

Vulliard, Christine. Etude sur Samuel Beckett: En attendant Godot. Résonances. Paris:
Ellipses-Marketing, 1998.
BA Call Number: BnF 394327 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Wolosky, Shira. Language Mysticism: The Negative Way of Language in Eliot,
Beckett, and Celan. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1995.
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120962 Bibliotheca Alexandrina Updated by Ahmed Ghazi
11



e-Books:
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Oxford University Press, 2007. e-book. ebrary (database). ProQuest.

Blau, Herbert. Sails of the Herring Fleet: Essays on Beckett. Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 2003. e-book.
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