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Charles Robert Darwin (1809-1882) was born the fifth of six children
into a wealthy Shropshire gentry family in the small market town of
Shrewsbury. His father Robert Waring Darwin (1766-1848) was a
successful physician and fincancier and son of the famous poet
Erasmus Darwin. Charles Darwin's mother, Susannah Wedgwood
(1765-1817), died when he was eight years old. Darwin, watched over
by his elder sisters and maidservants, grew up amidst wealth, comfort
and country sports. He attended the nearby Shrewsbury School as a
"2 boarder from 1818-1825.

In October 1825, Darwin went to Edinburgh University with his brother Erasmus to study
medicine with a view to becoming a physician. While in Edinburgh, Darwin investigated marine
invertebrates with the guidance of Robert Grant. Darwin did not like the study of medicine and
could not bear the sight of blood or suffering, so his father proposed the church as a respectable

alternative.

On 15 October 1827, Charles Darwin was admitted a member of Christ's College, Cambridge.
Darwin was never a model student, but he did become a passionate amateur naturalist. He
became the devoted follower of Professor of botany John Stevens Henslow (1796-1861). Darwin
passed his B.A. examination in January 1831.

THX WORLY .

Henslow passed on to Darwin the offer of Commander
Robert FitzRoy of travelling on a survey ship, HMS
Beagle, as a "scientific person" or naturalist. The round-
the-world journey lasted five years. Darwin spent most
of these years investigating the geology and zoology of
the lands he visited, especially South America, the
Galapagos islands, and Pacific oceanic islands. He
recorded many of his specimens and observations
immediately in field notebooks, later he recorded his
experiences in a diary which became the basis of his
famous book Journal of researches (1839) now known as
Voyage of the Beagle.

! “Charles Darwin: A Life in Pictures”, The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online,
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Experts in London, such as the ornithologist John Gould, told him how many of the specimens
of plants and animals he had collected in the Galapagos Islands were unique species, found
nowhere else. Clearly they resembled species from South America 600 miles away. It seemed to
Darwin as if stray migrants from South America had come to the Galapagos, after the islands
rose from the sea as volcanoes, and then changed over time in isolation on the islands.

Darwin began to speculate on how new species could arise by natural
observable causes. He made countless inquiries of animal breeders, trying
to understand how they made distinct breeds of plants and animals.
Gradually Darwin concluded that organisms were infinitely variable, and
that the supposed limits or barriers to species was a belief without
foundation.

Darwin then sought to explain how living forms changed over time. He
was familiar with the evolutionary speculations proposed earlier by his
grandfather Erasmus Darwin and by the great French zoologist Jean-
Baptiste Lamarck. But Darwin saw all life as a single genealogical tree,
branching and rebranching. Thus similarities between different kinds of
living things would be expected from their joint ancestry or common descent.

In September 1838, Darwin read Thomas Malthus's Essay on the Principle of Population (1798).
Malthus argued that geometrical human population growth, unless somehow checked, would
necessarily outstrip food production. The focus of this argument inspired Darwin. He realised
that an enormous proportion of living things are always destroyed before they can reproduce.
Populations remain roughly stable year after year. The only way this can be so is that most
offspring (from pollen, to seeds and eggs) do not survive long enough to reproduce. Darwin
realised that the key was whatever made a difference between those that survive to reproduce
and those that do not. He came to call this open-ended collection of causes "natural selection'.

In 1839, Charles Darwin married his cousin Emma Wedgwood (1808-1896).

Darwin conducted breeding experiments with animals and plants and corresponded and read
widely for many years to refine and substantiate his theory of evolution. In 1842, he prepared an
essay outlining his theory. This was greatly expanded in another essay written in 1844.

Darwin's many acute and innovative books and articles forged a great reputation as a geologist,
zoologist and scientific traveller. His eight years grueling work on barnacles, published 1851-4
enhanced his reputation as an authority on taxonomy as well as geology and the distribution of
flora and fauna.

Charles Darwin suffered from ill health much of his adult life. He died in April 1882 and is
buried in Westminster Abbey.2

2 John van Wyhe, “Charles Darwin: Gentleman Naturalist”, The Complete Work of Charles Darwin
Online, http:/ /darwin-online.org.uk/darwin.html
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Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life. 6 ed. London, n.d. Online
e-book. Literature.org.

www literature.org/authors/darwin-charles/the-origin-of-species-6th-edition

[accessed on 15 Sep 2009]

Darwin, Charles. L'Origine des espéces au moyen de la sélection naturelle ou La Lutte
pour l'existence dans la nature. Translated by Jean-Jacques Moulinié. Paris:
C. Reinwald, 1873. Online e-book. Gallica.

http://gallica2.bnf.fr/ark: /12148 /bpt6k77233m [accessed on 15 Sep 2009]

Darwin, Charles. Les Plantes insectivores. Translated by Edmond Barbier. Paris:
C. Reinwald, 1877. Online e-book. Gallica.
http://gallica2.bnf.fr/ark: /12148 /bpt6k5432803d [accessed on 15 Sep 2009]

Darwin, Charles. The Power of Movement in Plants. N.p., n.d. Online e-book. Project
Gutenberg, 2004.
www.gutenberg.org/etext/5605 [accessed on 15 Sep 2009]
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http://www.literature.org/authors/darwin-charles/the-origin-of-species-6th-edition
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http://gallica2.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k5432803d
http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/5605

Darwin, Charles. De la variation des animaux et des plantes a 1'état domestique.
Translated by Edmond Barbier. Paris: C. Reinwald, 1879-1880. Online e-book. Gallica.
Vol. 1: http://gallica2.bnf.fr/ark:/12148 /bpt6k406270g [accessed on 15 Sep 2009]

Darwin, Charles. The Variation of Animals and Plants under Domestication. London:
John Murray, 1868. Online e-book. Project Gutenberg, 2008-2009.

Vol. 1: www.gutenberg.org/etext/24923 [accessed on 15 Sep 2009]

Vol. 2 www.gutenberg.org/etext/28897 [accessed on 15 Sep 2009]

Darwin, Charles. On the Various Contrivances by which British and Foreign Orchids
are Fertilised by Insects; and on the Good Effects of Intercrossing. London: John
Murray, 1862. Online e-book. Google Books, 2008.

http:/ /books.google.com/books?id=mpMUAAAAYAA]&printsec=frontcover&dg=inti
tle:Various+intitle:Contrivances+intitle:Orchids&lr=&as_drrb_is=g&as _minm_is=0&as
miny_is=&as_maxm_is=0&as_maxyv_is=&as_brr=0&ei=kvCXSp6HDZaCzAT30uDaDg
&hl=de#v=onepage&q=&f=false [accessed on 15 Sep 2009]

Darwin, Charles. Volcanic Islands. N.p., n.d. Online e-book. Project Gutenberg, 2002.
www.gutenberg.org/etext/3054 [accessed on 15 Sep 2009]

Darwin, Charles. Voyage d'un naturaliste autour du monde. Translated by Edmond
Barbier. Paris: La Découverte, 1875. Online e-book. Gallica.

Vol. 1: http://gallica2.bnf.fr/ark: /12148 /bpt6k2444p [accessed on 15 Sep 2009]

Vol. 2: http://gallica2.bnf.fr/ark: /12148 /bpt6k24450 [accessed on 15 Sep 2009]

Darwin, Charles. The Voyage of the Beagle. The Harvard Classics 29. New York: P. F.
Collier, 1909-14. Online e-book. New York: Bartleby.com, 2001.
www.bartleby.com/29/ [accessed on 15 Sep 2009]
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Audiobooks

Darwin, Charles. Beagle Diary. Abridged by Polly Coles. N.p., n.d. Online audiobook.
Clive Brill and Pacificus.
http:/ /darwin-online.org.uk/BookoftheWeek.html [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]

Darwin, Charles. The Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection or The
Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life. 6! ed. London, n.d. Online
audiobook. Librivox.

http:/ /librivox.org/the-origin-of-species-by-charles-darwin/ [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]

Darwin, Charles. The Voyage of the Beagle. N.p., n.d. Online audiobook. Librivox.
http:/ /librivox.org / the-voyage-of-the-beagle-by-charles-darwin/
[accessed on 25 Sep 2009]
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http://librivox.org/the-voyage-of-the-beagle-by-charles-darwin/

Articles

Darwin, Charles. “A Biographical Sketch of an Infant”. Mind 2, no. 7 (Jul 1877): 285-294.
E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Darwin, Charles. “Charles Darwin's Manuscript of Pangenesis”. Edited by R. C. Olby.
The British Journal for the History of Science 1, no. 3 (Jun 1963): 251-263. E-article.
JSTOR (Database).

Darwin, Charles. “Note on a Rock Seen on an Iceberg in 61° South Latitude”. Journal of
the Royal Geographical Society of London 9 (1839): 528-529. E-article. JSTOR
(Database).

Darwin, Charles. “Observations on the Parallel Roads of Glen Roy, and of Other Parts of
Lochaber in Scotland, with an Attempt to Prove That they Are of Marine Origin”.
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London 129 (1839): 39-81. E-article.
JSTOR (Database).

Miscellaneous Works

nsz

Darwin, Charles. “The Beagle Starts Her Voyage: "A Classic of Science"”. The Science

News-Letter 20, no. 558 (19 Dec 1931): 394-396. JSTOR (Database).

Darwin, Charles. “Extract from an Unpublished Work on Species, by C. Darwin, Esq.,
Consisting of a Portion of a Chapter entitled, “On the Variation of Organic Beings in a
State of Nature; on the Natural Means of Selection; on the Comparison of Domestic
Races and True Species” “; “ Abstract of a Letter from C. Darwin, Esq., to Prof. Asa Gray,
Boston, U.S., dated Down, September 5t, 1857”. Under “Discovery of the Theory of
Natural Selection”, edited by George Sarton. Isis 14, no. 1 (May 1930): 138-145. JSTOR
(Database).
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Works about Darwin

Print Books

Scientific Views:

Dover, Gabriel A. Dear Mr. Darwin: Letters on the Evolution of Life and Human
Nature. London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2000.
BA Call Number: 576 Dov D (B1)

Duval, Mathias. Le Darwinisme: Lecons professées a 1'Ecole d'anthropologie.
Bibliotheque anthropologique. Paris: Delahaye et Lecrosnier, 1886.
BA Call Number: 576.82 D983 (B2 -- Rare Books -- Closed Stacks)

Fleisher, Paul. Evolution. Great Ideas of Science. Minneapolis: Lerner, 2006.
BA Call Number: 576.8 F5967 (F1-- Young People’s Library)

Haupt, Lyanda Lynn. Pilgrim on the Great Bird Continent: The Importance of
Everything and Other Lessons from Darwin's Lost Notebooks. New York: Little,
Brown, 2006.

BA Call Number: 508.092 H374 (B1)

Huxley, Julian, ed. The Living Thoughts of Darwin. 2nd ed. The Living Thoughts
Library. London: Cassell, 1942.
BA Call Number: 576.8 D2281 1942 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Hamed Said)

Mayr, Ernst. “Darwin's Five Theories of Evolution”. Chap. 6 in What Makes Biology
Unique?: Considerations on the Autonomy of a Scientific Discipline. New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2004.

BA Call Number: 570.1 M4741 (B1)

Nicard, Edouard. “Les deux génies”. Chap. 1 in De Darwin a Voronoff. Paris:
Bibliotheque-Charpentier, 1929.
BA Call Number: 576.8 N583 (B2 -- Rare Books -- Closed Stacks)

Ospovat, Dov. The Development of Darwin's Theory: Natural History, Natural
Theology, and Natural Selection, 1838-1859. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1995.

BA Call Number: 576.82 Osp D (B1)
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Darwin & Social Science:

Dryzek, John S., and David Schlosberg. “Disciplining Darwin: Biology in the History of
Political Science.” In Political Science in History: Research Programs and Political
Traditions, edited by James Farr, John S. Dryzek, and Stephen T. Leonard. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1995: 123-144.

BA Call Number: 320.072073 Dry D (B2)

Duval, Mathias. Le Darwinisme: Lecons professées a I'Ecole d'anthropologie.
Bibliotheque anthropologique. Paris: Delahaye et Lecrosnier, 1886.
BA Call Number: 576.82 D983 (B2 -- Rare Books -- Closed Stacks)

Rose, Hilary, and Steven Rose, eds. Alas, poor Darwin: Arguments against
Evolutionary Psychology. London: Jonathan Cape, 2000.
BA Call Number: 155.7 A (B4)

1966 canalal) GHED Guspae i uiSu] . painal) g BLal B kil . teae auudl o5
BA Call Number: 576.82 B132 (B4 -- Closed Stacks)
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Philosophical Views:

Johnson, Phillip E. Darwin on Trial. 2nd ed. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press,
1993.
BA Call Number: 576.82 J661 1993 (B1)

Mayr, Ernst. “Darwin's Influence on Modern Thought”. Chap. 5 in What Makes Biology
Unique?: Considerations on the Autonomy of a Scientific Discipline. New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2004.

BA Call Number: 570.1 M4741 (B1)

Ruse, Michael. Tomdndose a Darwin en serio: Implicaciones filoséficas del
darwinismo. Translated by Margarita Vicedo. Biblioteca Cientifica Salvat 68. Barcelona:
Salvat, 1994.

BA Call Number: 128 R951 (B4)
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.[1926]
BA Call Number: 576.82 M4763
(B2 -- Special Collections -- Mohamed Hussein Heikal)
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Religious Views:

Haught, John F. God after Darwin: A Theology of Evolution. Colorado: Westview
Press, 2000.
BA Call Number: 231.7652 Hau G (B3)
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BA Call Number: 29722 4« | (B3)

1989 col gl 3 1 alal anly A8 A sAg Al ghail) Ay i Ll ¢ lia)
BA Call Number: 576.82 us  (B1)
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BA Call Number: 599.9 .~ | (Bl)
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BA Call Number: 576.82 s &
(B2 -- Special Collections -- Mohamed Hussein Heikal)
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Literary Views:
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Biographies:

Bowler, Peter J. Charles Darwin: The Man and his Influence. Cambridge Science
Biographies Series. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996.
BA Call Number: 575.0092 Bow C (B1)

Brent, Peter Ludwig. Charles Darwin: A Man of Enlarged Curiosity. London:
Heineman, 1981.
BA Call Number: 575.0092 Bre C (B1)

Browne, E. Janet. Charles Darwin: The Power of Place. New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
2003.
BA Call Number: 576.082 D228b 2002 (B1)

Browne, E. Janet. Charles Darwin: Voyaging: A Biography. Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 1996.
BA Call Number: 576.082 D228b 1996 (B1)

Darwin, Charles. The Autobiography of Charles Darwin. Edited by Francis Darwin.
Great Minds Series. Amherst, NY: Prometheus, 2000.
BA Call Number: 576.8092 D228a (B1)

Darwin, Charles. La vie et la correspondance de Charles Darwin. Translated by Henry
C. de Varigny. Vol. 1. Paris: C. Reinwald, 1888.
BA Call Number: 576.82 D228v

(B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Duval, Mathias. “Darwin, sa vie, ses premiéres publications”. Pt. 3 Chap. 11 in Le
Darwinisme: Lecons professées a I'Ecole d'anthropologie. Bibliotheque
anthropologique. Paris: Delahaye et Lecrosnier, 1886.

BA Call Number: 576.82 D983 (B2 -- Rare Books -- Closed Stacks)

Eldredge, Niles. Darwin: Discovering the Tree of Life. New York: W. W. Norton, 2005.
BA Call Number: 576.82092 D228e (B1)

Irvine, William. Apes, Angels, and Victorians: The Story of Darwin, Huxley, and
Evolution. New York: Time, 1963.
BA Call Number: 576.8 Irv A (B1--Shadi Abdel Salam Collection )

King, David C. Charles Darwin. DK Biography. London: DK, 2007.
BA Call Number: 576.82092 K521 2007 (F1 -- Young People’s Library)
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E-Books

Scientific Views:

Ball, William Platt. Are The Effects of Use and Disuse Inherited?: An Examination of
the View Held by Spencer and Darwin. Nature Series. London: Macmillan, 1890.
Online e-book. Project Gutenberg, 2008.

www.gutenberg.org/etext/26438 [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]

Dennert, Eberhard. At the Deathbed of Darwinism: A Series of Papers. Translated by
Edwin V. O'Harra and John H. Peschges. Burlington, IA: German Literary Board, 1904.
Online e-book. Project Gutenberg, 2007.

www.gutenberg.org/etext/21019 [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]

Flourens, Pierre. Examen du livre de M. Darwin sur l'origine des espéces. Paris:
Garnier, 1864. Online e-book. Gallica.
http:/ /gallica2.bnf.fr/ark: /12148 /bpt6k355810 [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]

Gray, Asa. Darwiniana: Essays and Reviews Pertaining to Darwinism. New York,
1876. Online e-book. Project Gutenberg, 2004.
www.gutenberg.org/etext/5273 [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]

Hart, John P., and John Edward Terrell, eds. Darwin and Archaeology: A Handbook of
Key Concepts. Westport, CT: Bergin & Garvey, 2002. E-book. ebrary (Database).

Hodge, Charles. What Is Darwinism? New York: Scribner, Armstrong, 1874. Online
e-book. Project Gutenberg, 2006.
www.gutenberg.org/etext/19192 [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]

Huxley, Thomas Henry. Collected Essays (1893-1894). Vol. 2. Darwiniana. N.p., 1893.
Online e-book. Project Gutenberg, 2004.
www.gutenberg.org/etext/6919 [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]

Huxley, Thomas Henry. “Note on the Resemblances and Differences in the Structure
and the Development of the Brain in Man and Apes”. In Descent of Man and Selection
in Relation to Sex, by Charles Darwin. N.p., n.d. Online e-book. Project Gutenberg,
2000.

www.gutenberg.org/etext/2354 [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]

Miiller, Fritz. Facts and Arguments for Darwin. Translated by W. S. Dallas. London:
John Murray, 1869. Online e-book. Project Gutenberg, 2004.
www.gutenberg.org/etext/6475 [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]
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Pauly, Daniel. Darwin's Fishes: An Encyclopedia of Ichthyology, Ecology, and
Evolution. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. E-book. ebrary (Database).

Quammen, David. The Origin of Species: Descent of a Text, with Modification. Bradley
Lecture Series. Washington, DC: Library of Congress, 2002. E-book. ebrary (Database).

Romanes, George John. Darwin, and after Darwin: An Exposition of the Darwinian
Theory and a Discussion of Post-Darwinian Questions. Vol. 1. The Darwinian
Theory. 4th ed. Chicago: The Open Court Publishing Company, 1910. Online e-book.
Project Gutenberg, 2008.

www.gutenberg.org/etext/24800 [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]

Seward, A. C. Darwin and Modern Science: Essays in Commemoration of the
Centenary of the Birth of Charles Darwin and of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
Publication of "The Origin Of Species". N.p., [1909]. Online e-book. Project Gutenberg,
1999.

www.gutenberg.org/etext/1909 [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]

Shanahan, Timothy. Evolution of Darwinism: Selection, Adaptation, and Progress in
Evolutionary Biology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. E-book. ebrary
(Database).

Todes, Daniel P. Darwin without Malthus: The Struggle for Existence in Russian
Evoluationary Thought. Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1989. E-book. ebrary (Database).

Wallace, Alfred Russel. Darwinism: An Exposition of the Theory of Natural Selection
with Some of its Applications: With a Portrait of the Author, Map and Illustrations.
2nd ed. London: Macmillan, 1889. Online e-book. Project Gutenberg, 2005.
www.gutenberg.org/etext/14558 [accessed on 25 Sep 2009]
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