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Distance Learning

form of education in which the main elements include physical separation of

teachers and students during instruction and the use of various technologies to
facilitate student-teacher and student-student communication. Distance learning
traditionally has focused on nontraditional students, such as full-time workers, military
personnel, and nonresidents or individuals in remote regions who are unable to attend
classroom lectures. However, distance learning has become an established part of the
educational world, with trends pointing to ongoing growth.

Distance learning, also called distance education, e-learning, and online learning,

Four characteristics distinguish distance learning. First, distance learning is by definition
carried out through institutions; it is not self-study or a nonacademic learning
environment. The institutions may or may not offer traditional classroom-based
instruction as well, but they are eligible for accreditation by the same agencies as those
employing traditional methods.

Second, geographic separation is inherent in distance learning, and time may also separate
students and teachers. Accessibility and convenience are important advantages of this
mode of education. Well-designed programs can also bridge intellectual, cultural, and
social differences between students.

Third, interactive telecommunications connect individuals within a learning group and
with the teacher. Most often, electronic communications, such as e-mail, are used, but
traditional forms of communication, such as the postal system, may also play a role.
Whatever the medium, interaction is essential to distance education, as it is to any
education. The connections of learners, teachers, and instructional resources become less
dependent on physical proximity as communications systems become more sophisticated
and widely available; consequently, the Internet, mobile phones, and e-mail have
contributed to the rapid growth in distance learning.

Finally, distance education, like any education, establishes a learning group, sometimes
called a learning community, which is composed of students, a teacher, and instructional
resources. Social networking on the Internet promotes the idea of community building. 1

1 Gary A. Berg and Michael Simonson, “Distance learning”, Encyclopaedia Britannica,
www.britannica.com/topic/distance-learning
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