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(Nelle) Harper Lee was born in Monroeville on April 28,
1926, the youngest child of Amasa Coleman Lee, a lawyer,
and Frances Finch?. Her father was a former newspaper
editor and proprietor, who had served as a state senator and
practiced as a lawyer in Monroeville3. Her mother suffered
from mental illness for most of Lee’s life, rarely leaving the
house.*

As a child, Lee was a tomboy and a precocious reader5, and
enjoyed the friendship of her schoolmate and neighbor, the
young Truman Capote®.

After finishing public school in Monroeville, she attended Huntington College, a
private school for women in Montgomery, for a year and then transferred to the
University of Alabama to study law.” Lee studied at the University of Alabama from
1945 to 1949, and spent a year as an exchange student in Oxford University. Six
months before finishing her studies, she went to New York to pursue a literary career.

Lee worked as an airline reservation clerks until the late 50s, when she devoted herself
to writing.? In 1959, Lee accompanied Truman Capote to Holcombe, Kansas, as a
research assistant for Capote's classic 'non-fiction' novel In Cold Blood (1966).

Harper Lee got famous for her race relations novel To Kill a Mockingbird, which was
awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1961. The book became an international bestseller and
was adapted into screen in 1962. Although her first novel gained a huge success, Lee
did not continue her literary career. She returned from New York to Monroeville,
where she has lived with her sister Alice, avoiding interviews.10
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2 Anderson, Nancy G., “Nelle Harper Lee”, The Encyclopedia of Alabama,

www.encyclopediaofalabama.org /face/Article.jsp?id=h-1126
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(Nelle) Harper Lee (1926-)”, Pegasos, www kirjasto.sci.fi/harperle.htm

4 “Harper Lee Biography (1926 -)”, Biography.com, www .biography.com/search/article.do?id=9377021

> “Harper Lee: A Brief Biography”, Duluth Public Library, www.duluth.lib.mn.us/Programs/Mockingbird /LeeBio.html

6 “Harper Lee”, Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_Lee
7 “Harper Lee: A Brief Biography”, Duluth Public Library, www.duluth.lib.mn.us /Programs/Mockingbird /LeeBio.html

8 “(Nelle) Harper Lee (1926-)”, Pegasos, www kirjasto.sci.fi/harperle.htm

9 “Harper Lee”, In Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, http:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_Lee
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