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This document reports on the process titled ‘Understanding Development Better’ which was carried out within the 

framework of the Development Policy Review Network (DPRN) and was organised by the Management for 

Development Foundation (MDF), Vice Versa and the Institute of Social Studies (ISS). With a view to stimulating 

informed debate and discussion of issues related to the formulation and implementation of (Dutch) development 

policies, DPRN creates opportunities to promote an open exchange and dialogue between scientists, policymakers, 

development practitioners and the business sector in the Netherlands. For more information see www.DPRN.nl and 

www.global-connections.nl . 
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Introduction 

On 27-29 August 2008, MDF/Vice Versa and ISS organised a conference within the 

framework of the Development Policy Review Network (DPRN). In line with the DPRN objective 

to stimulate informed debate and discussion of issues related to the formulation and 

implementation of (Dutch) development policies, this conference was the starting point of a 

multi-annual process whose objectives are: 

• To enhance the aid effectiveness of development interventions instigated by Dutch 

organisations by increasing their insights into the complexity of development processes 

and mechanisms; 

• To get these issues back on the Dutch debate agenda; and 

• To raise awareness that effective development assistance is not genuinely possible 

without an understanding of development processes. 

Following the intentions of the DPRN Vision Plan 2008-2010, the conference was not an 

event on its own, but was embedded in a web-based discussion on the specific perspective 

on development initiated in July 2008 and which continued until December 2008. 

This report documents the theme addressed, the activities realised, the target groups 

reached, and the output and outcome realised, particularly in relation to the DPRN 

objectives.  

 

Background to the theme 

Development assistance has been a cornerstone of the international policy agenda of all 

Dutch governments since the mid 1960s. The most important reason for these governments 

to allocate substantial amounts for development assistance was their profound intention to 

contribute to global poverty reduction. Most of this assistance was meant to catalyse 

development processes and was accompanied by efforts to create a more equitable 

international economic order. This calls for a solid understanding of development processes 
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and the inter-relationships with the dynamics of international (economic) power 

relationships. 

In the Netherlands, discussions regarding the fundamental drivers of development have 

faded into the background since the 1970s whereas the present aid architecture, which sees 

poverty reduction and the Millennium Development Goals as the fundamental objectives, 

requires a solid theoretical framework as regards development theories, models and 

approaches. 

 

Activities  

In order to achieve informed debate, policy review, common agenda setting and inter-

sectoral cooperation, the conference was embedded in a process that was targeted at 

bringing together the various sectors and identifying opportunities for cooperation. To this 

end the process included the following activities: 

• Getting the issue on the agenda (preparation) 

Position papersPosition papersPosition papersPosition papers    

All speakers were asked to write a position paper and formulate 3 ‘challengers’ as a starting 

point for the debate in the workshops. An overview of these position papers is given in 

Appendix 3 and is available on the seminar’s website at http://udb.global-connections.nl 

WebsiteWebsiteWebsiteWebsite    

The website http://udb.global-connections.nl was launched a month before the conference. 

The website facilitated exchange opportunities before and after the conference so as to 

ensure that the conference would not be a stand-alone event. Before the conference, the 

majority of the website was only accessible after logging-in to make sure that only 

conference participants could use the facilities and discussions and that the website would 

not be dominated by ‘outsiders’. The login was removed after the conference to give non-

participants the opportunity to download the reports and take part in the discussion as well. 

Important modules of the site: 

-  Logistics: information about programme, transportation, location. 

-  Communities of Practice: a forum for exchange. The forum was structured per day and 

per workshop topic. The position papers of all speakers were made available on the 

forum. 

-  Workshops registration: the possibility to register for four workshops. 

-  Registration for the conference was also possible via the website (without logging-in).  

Participants & PublicityParticipants & PublicityParticipants & PublicityParticipants & Publicity    

Since the conference was held at the end of the summer holidays, potential participants were 

hard(er) to contact. A considerable effort was made to reach potential participants by mailing 

through DPRN, distributing flyers at the ‘Beleidsdialoog’, placing advertisements in Vice 
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Versa, hanging up posters at MDF and by personal mailings by Hans Rijneveld. Although the 

number of participants stayed low for quite a while, in the end all the efforts resulted in 94 

participants, of which 23 were (part-time) speakers and 8 facilitators (see Appendix 1 and 

observations below). Participants continued to register even in the last few days before the 

conference. The mix of policymakers, practitioners and academics was a reason for 

maintaining the right balance between different groups.  

• The conference 

The conference was organised as a 3-day event. A very varied, full programme was drawn up 

(Appendix 2). The first day was dedicated to ‘Theories on development and social 

transformation’. After keynote speeches by Jan Breman and Jan Pronk and an initial 

discussion of these keynote speeches, those attending participated in workshops. On the 

first day, there were two workshops each lasting two hours. Participants appreciated the 

length of the workshops since it gave them time to reflect and engage in in-depth 

discussions. After two rounds of workshops, the day was closed by a session on Complexity 

Theory.  

The second day of the conference was dedicated to ‘Practical Hindrances’ for development. 

After Louk de la Rive Box had spoken about his personal impressions, a first round of 

workshops on the day’s theme followed. After the workshops, Jan Breman again spoke. This 

time he gave a very critical reflection on the achievements of development cooperation in the 

area of social transformation. His criticism was not acknowledged by all participants. After 

lunch a second round of workshops was held. Later in the afternoon participants were taken 

to a development scene in Hoenderloo, where the historical perspective on development 

cooperation was shared. Participants were taken out of their normal context and this sudden 

change in the programme was greatly appreciated. The atmosphere during the first day of 

the conference had already been very good, but this ‘therapy’ brought removed any 

remaining barriers and made exchanges even easier.  

Paul Hoebink started day 3 by sharing his personal impressions of day 2 (and beyond). He 

then gave the floor to Jan Breman who shed some light on the historical perspective as 

covered by Henk van Loo on the second day. Jan Breman connected the historical perspective 

to the current context of development cooperation. In order to prepare for the panel 

discussions which were to be held as the closing event of the conference, participants were 

again asked to participate in workshops and reflect on the last two days in order to broaden 

the discussion and link up with development cooperation issues. After a heated debate 

between panel members and an excellent lunch in the glorious sunshine, Hans Rijneveld 

made some final remarks and closed the conference.  

• Follow-up 

All the materials collected during the conference (speeches, presentations) were posted on 

the website as soon as possible. The website was well visited, but unfortunately no 

discussion took place on the forum. On the last day of the conference all the participants 

were invited to participate in the online discussions and a provocative text was posted in the 
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forum in order to stimulate reactions. Hard copies of the report were sent to those who 

requested them. 

Results 

The conference was in itself a success. Participants – ranging from policymakers, to 

academics and practitioners - were very pleased with the open, in-depth discussions and the 

well-balanced programme. The objective of the conference – to bring all kinds of different 

players together for a discussion – was largely fulfilled. The people present engaged in 

fruitful discussions. However, some potential participants, such as the private sector (only 

consultants represented the sector), were absent. The age range of the participants was not 

considered balanced because there were hardly any young development practitioners 

present. Remarks were also made about the fact that only ‘white’ Dutch people were present, 

although this was a deliberate choice of the organisers. The short-term objective of the 

activity was to ‘get development issues (please see proposal for specific terms) back on the 

Dutch debating agenda and raise awareness of the fact that effective development assistance 

is not genuinely possible without an understanding of the development process’. It can be 

said that the objective was achieved, at least in part. Awareness was raised, people were 

triggered to learn more and be critical about their present level of understanding. 

Unfortunately, there was no proof of the raised level of awareness in the form of lively 

discussion on the online forum. Hardly any visits were made to the forum for discussion 

purposes, despite all the promotional efforts. It is doubtful whether the number of reactions 

on the forum is a good indicator of the awareness level of the participants (maybe there are 

other, more important reasons). However, this is – in addition to the direct responses by 

participants at the end of the conference and the number of reports downloaded from the 

forum – the only tangible measurement we have at the moment. The reactions immediately 

after the conference were very positive and a lot of reports (including position papers) were 

downloaded. 

However, the facilitation and purpose of online discussion should be reconsidered. In our 

opinion, participants will only take part in online discussions if there is enough added value 

for them. This is an important lesson for the organisers. Another lesson is that the topics for 

the workshops were chosen too hastily so that they could be included in the tender dossier. 

The lesson to be learned here is that the choice of topics should be part of the preparation 

process, in order to get a widely acknowledged set of topics on the agenda.  

 

Contribution to the DPRN objectives 

Stimulating informed debate 

The organisers wanted to stimulate a debate on development. They therefore deliberately 

included ‘development’ on the agenda and not development cooperation. The facilitators of 

the plenary sessions and workshops sometimes had to push the debate back to the core 

issues (development) since the participants tended to talk about development cooperation. 

Workshop speakers provided the theoretical (day 1) and practical (day 2) input on 
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development to stimulate informed debate. Every session started with an introduction by an 

expert, after which the floor was open for all participants.  

Involvement of relevant partners  

The objective of the seminar was to bring together academics, policymakers and 

development practitioners, including the private sector, with a view to initiating discussions 

and setting the agenda for the years to come. Appendix 1 lists the seminar participants and 

their respective backgrounds. This overview shows that the conference was attended by 96 

people, 40 percent of whom were researchers, 10 percent were policymakers and embassy 

staff, 40 percent practitioners, 5 percent represented the business sector (consultants) and 5 

percent belonged to other groups. Only two people participated in the web-based 

discussion. 

In preparation for the conference, the Institute of Social Studies (ISS) was involved for the 

‘scientific’ part of the preparation, while Vice Versa was involved in order to generate 

interest in the conference. The organisers invited stakeholders from the various sectors and 

almost all groups (policymakers, practitioners, scientists) were represented.  

Relevance for policy and practice 

Development occurs in a complicated area of constant tension between factors that minimise 

or maximise, slow down or quicken the development process. It is therefore very important 

to view each development process in its own context. Practitioners are aware of the realities 

they face while working in this field and they are aware of the results of the policies 

implemented. However, the question is how was the policy, on which they base their 

intervention, established? In 2008, a major evaluation of ‘the Dutch Africa policy’ was 

undertaken by the Inspectie Ontwikkelingssamenwerking Beleidsevaluatie (IOB). The 

evaluators urge us not to look at development in terms of ‘failure or success’, but to 

appreciate the process in which development takes place. Evaluations like this help us to 

acquire an insight into the development results we achieve with ‘our’ aid, but these glimpses 

into history should not be the only resource providing a starting point for new policies. With 

the process 'understanding development' the MDF and ISS consortium aimed to bring theory 

and practice together in order to facilitate a critical reflection on both aspects of 

development. Practice can provide us with information for the falsification or verification of 

existing development theories, while theories should form a good starting point for 

development related policies. In the follow-up to this conference Dutch development policies 

and practices will be reviewed in several seminars taking account of a renewed theoretical 

basis as to how growth and development takes place. This information enables us to address 

one of the most relevant issues for all policymakers and others involved in development 

cooperation in the Netherlands, namely the extent to which, and under which conditions, aid 

catalyzes development? 

Enhancing cooperation and synergy 

Bringing different groups of the sector together for a 3-day conference immediately 

stimulated cooperation between all the people present. Since the participants were assigned 

to workshops most of the time, in-depth discussions with a small group stimulated a lot of 
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interaction between these people. The exchange was highly appreciated and serious debates 

continued on into the free hours and the evenings. Even after the conference had ended, 

participants kept inquiring about the results of the conference and people who had not 

participated also contacted MDF to find out more about the conference results as they felt 

the desire to take part in the follow-up discussions. MDF does not know of all the initiatives 

that were started as a result of the conference, but is aware of the following trajectories: 

• The Civic Driven Change Project of ISS, Hivos, Cordaid in which the political 

relations/balance between people are key; 

• The essay by Rens Twijnstra and Rob Visser: ‘Gooi het kind niet met het badwater weg’ in 

Internationale Samenwerking (February 2009);  

• The DPRN debate on the architecture of the Dutch Development Cooperation. This is to be 

a process parallel to the 2nd MDF/ISS/Vice Versa trajectory: 

• Follow-up to the ‘Understanding Development Better’ conference; ‘Singing a different 

Tune’. Collaboration MDF, ISS and Lokaal Mondiaal/Vice Versa in close consultation with 

DGIS on evidence based policy making.  

 

Reactions and evaluation 

An evaluation form was distributed among the participants. Only one of these was filled out 

and returned to the organisers. The reactions the organisers received directly after the 

conference were positive. Participants were very appreciative of the time granted for in-

depth discussions and enjoyed the variety of work forms which allowed a lot of development 

dimensions to be covered with participants able to zoom in on their particular area of 

interest. Critical comments were made regarding the type of participants: the average age of 

the participants was quite high (no young professionals) and also migrant organisations and 

the private sector were not sufficiently represented.  

Another conclusion drawn by the organisers was that professionals in the sector have 

difficulties detaching their thinking on development from development cooperation. It also 

became clear that it is hard to come to grips with development??, that development is a 

hugely complex field and that it will take many more years to fully understand the concept (if 

ever possible).  

 

 

Reflection 

The conference and on-line exchange were set up with a view to getting the issue of 

development theories and models back onto the Dutch debate agenda, as it was felt that 

discussions regarding the fundamental drivers of development had faded to the background 

since the 1970s. The underlying thought was that the present aid architecture might lack the 

much-needed solid theoretical framework with regard to development theories, models and 

approaches. In order to enhance aid effectiveness of development interventions instigated by 
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Dutch organisations there is need for enhanced insights into the complexity of development 

processes and mechanisms. 

The conference met the objective of stimulating informed debate and discussion among the 

various sectors, although it must be said that the private sector (represented only by 

consultants) and the policy sector were underrepresented. The main result of the conference 

was that the issue of development theories was put back on the debate agenda and that 

awareness was raised about the idea that effective development assistance is not genuinely 

possible without an understanding of the development process.  

During the conference participants had the tendency to talk about ‘development 

cooperation’ instead of ‘development’. It had to be made clear that development assistance 

should be understood as being something that is intended to address the bottlenecks of 

development processes in the most effective way. Furthermore, discussions did not focus 

readily on development processes and the factors that would initiate, stimulate or slow down 

these processes, as participants and speakers often emphasised the normative aspects of 

the effects of development processes. Perhaps this means that there is a need to upgrade 

the level of intellectual debate and conceptual thinking in the sector.  

An important conclusion was that there is no single comprehensive theoretical model for 

development. Rather, there are different theoretical insights originating from different 

academic stances, which are largely complementary to each other, although contradictory as 

well on some issues. Even though some hope that complexity theory can provide the 

overarching theoretical framework through which we are able to analyse development more 

accurately, others are sceptical about it, mainly because complexity theory is still in its 

infancy.  

As far as the outputs and outcomes are concerned, the intention was for the discussion to 

continue on the online-forum after the conference. Even though a lot of people downloaded 

reports from the website immediately after the conference, the number of participants in the 

online forum was restricted to two. However, the process has raised awareness and the 

organisers will continue the debate on development theories in close cooperation with the 

Directorate General for International Cooperation in a new process entitled ‘Singing a 

different policy tune’ (‘Uit een ander beleidsvaatje trappen’) to be started in 2009.  

 

Plan for follow-up 

As already mentioned, a sound basis for further discussion was created during the 

conference. A debate on policies and policy creation can now follow.  

The conference tried to enhance the debate on development cooperation in the Netherlands 

in the form of a critical reflection on what development actually is, what we want to achieve 

with development cooperation and how this can be achieved. The conference has stimulated 

a broad group of professionals in the sector and policymakers, scientists and practitioners 

were triggered to tackle these difficult issues. The conference has enhanced thinking, 

reflection and discussion on the fundamental question of what development is. 
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Development-oriented work of any kind should always be performed on the basis of 

knowing what you are work and striving for. We believe this issue should be regularly 

reflected on. By facilitating the discussion, practitioners who were present during the 

conference again realised the complexity of development and were triggered to continue 

unravelling part of the complexity and initiating relevant debates and discussions. We 

believe that professionals have taken their gained insights back to their organisations and 

that the conference has encouraged them to provoke discussions and to challenge their own 

organisations to continue improving their approach to complexity.  

During the conference, MDF was already exploring possibilities to facilitate a follow-up 

discussion to the conference on the themes of sector-related policymaking and architecture. 

In the meanwhile, MDF, ISS and Vice Versa/Lokaal Mondiaal are being given the possibility to 

coordinate a follow-up DPRN trajectory called ‘Singing a different tune’. This project is going 

to explore policymaking in the sector. The DPRN Task Force is going to facilitate a process 

on the architecture of the sector. These two trajectories will run parallel to each other and 

provide mutual iunput. The ‘Understanding Development Better’ conference provides a 

perfect starting point for both trajectories since initial, critical thinking on what the whole 

sector wants to achieve creates a perfect basis for discussions and decisions on how to 

proceed. 
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Appendix 1 – List of participants 

 

    

Speakers Speakers Speakers Speakers     

    

    

OrganisationOrganisationOrganisationOrganisation    

    

EEEE----mailmailmailmail    

1. Mr Frans Bieckmann The Broker fbieckman@chello.nl 

2. Mr Louk de la Rive Box Institute for Social Studies box@iss.nl 

3. Mr Jan Breman ASSR University of Amsterdam j.c.breman@uva.nl 

4. Mr Maarten Brouwer Ministry of Foreign Affairs maarten.brouwer@minbuza.nl 

5. Mr Stephen Browne Int. Trade Centre Geneva browne@intracen.org 

6. Ms Geske Dijkstra Erasmus Unversity Rotterdam dijkstra@fsw.eur.nl 

7. Mr Jan Donner Royal Tropical Institute (KIT) j.donner@kit.nl 

8. Ms Helen Hintjens Institute for Social Studies hintjens@iss.nl 

9. Mr Paul Hoebink Centre for International 
Development Issues Nijmegen  

p.hoebink@maw.kun.nl 

10. Mr Wil Hout Institute for Social Studies hout@iss.nl 

11. Mr Antonie de Kemp Ministry of Foreign Affairs antonie-de.kemp@minbuza.nl 

12. Mr Peter Knorringa Institute for Social Studies knorringa@iss.nl 

13. Mr Martin Koper Ministry of Foreign Affairs martin.koper@minbuza.nl 

14. Mr Henk van Loo MDF  hl@especs.nl 

15. Mr Klaas Molenaar Triodos/FACET kmolenaar@ondernemenoverdegrens.nl 

16. Ms Jos Mooij Institute for Social Studies mooij@iss.nl 
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17. Mr Jan Pronk Institute for Social Studies pronk333@planet.nl 

18. Mr Wim Ravesteijn Delft University of Technology w.ravesteijn@tudelft.nl 

19. Mr Lothar Smith Radboud University Nijmegen l.smith@fm.ru.nl 

20. Mr Stan Stavenuiter FMO s.stavenuiter@fmo.nl 

21. Ms Lia van Wesenbeeck VU University Amsterdam c.f.a.vanweesenbeeck@sow.vu.nl 

22. Mr Sjoerd Zanen MDF Training & Consultancy sz@mdf.nl 

23. Mr Kees Zevenbergen Ex-SNV nomade@xs4all.nl 
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ParticipantsParticipantsParticipantsParticipants    

    

    

OrganisOrganisOrganisOrganisationationationation    

    

EEEE----mailmailmailmail    

24. Ms Marusja Aangeenbrug Vice Versa marusja@viceversaonline.nl 

25. Mr Pieter de Baan SNV  pdebaan@snvworld.org 

26. Mr John Belt KIT j.belt@kit.nl 

27. Mr Pieter Boele van Hensbroek RUG p.boele@rug.nl 

28. Mr Dirk Bol CDP boldirk@hotmail.com 

29. Mr. Luuk Boon Taste lunamai@hetnet.nl 

30. Mr René Boot Tropenbos International rene.boot@tropenbos.org 

31. Ms Evelijne Bruning Vice Versa evelijne@viceversaonline.nl 

32. Ms Thania Chin-A-Lin Ministry of Planning and 

Development Cooperation 

(Suriname) 

tchinalin@yahoo.com 

33. Mr Jos Coumans Baco Consult  bacoconsult@planet.nl 

34. Ms Jeske Decock Circles Communication jeske@circlescommunication.n

et 

35. Mr Ton Dietz University of Amsterdam a.j.dietz@uva.nl 

36. Ms Han van Dijk NWO-WOTRO dijk@nwo.nl 

37. Mr Johan van Dijk ISS vandijk@iss.nl 

38. Ms Elma Doeleman Niza lualuali@gmail.com 

39. Ms Marjolein Dubbers Cordaid hbh@cordaid.nl 
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40. Ms Christine van Empel European Center for Conflict 

Prevention 

c.vanempel@conflict-

prevention.net 

41. Mr René Grotenhuis Cordaid hbh@cordaid.nl 

42. Mr Eugène van Haaren Vice Versa eugene@viceversaonline.nl 

43. Mr Allert van den Ham Hivos a.vd.ham@hivos.nl 

44. Ms Yvonne van Hees Ministry of Foreign Affairs Yvonne-van.hees@minbuza.nl 

45. Ms Godelieve van Heteren Cordaid hbh@cordaid.nl 

46. Mr Reinier van Hoffen Prisma rvanhoffen@prismaweb.org 

47. Mr Henk Hoogendonk University of Amsterdam henkhoog@planet.nl 

48. Mr Joep Houterman Nuffic jhouterman@nuffic.nl 

49. Mr Peter Huisman Oxfam Novib peter.huisman@oxfamnovib.nl 

50. Ms Francis Kettenis Ministry of Foreign Affairs francis.kettenis@minbuza.nl 

51. Mr Ton de Klerk Nedworc Association klerkton@xs4all.nl 

52. Mr Roland Knaap De Derde Kamer rhknaap@gmail.com 

53. Mr Eric Korsten SNV erickorsten@snvworld.org 

54. Mr Lema Landu KAST info@kast-international.com 

55. Mr Wouter Leen Hijweege WUR wouter.hijweege@wur.nl 

56. Ms Manoe Mesters NWO-WOTRO mesters@nwo.nl 

57. Ms Mirjam Minderman Op zoek naar meer waarde info@opzoeknaarmeerwaarde.

nl 

58. Mr Nico van Niekerk IOB Ngw-van.niekerk@minbuza.nl 
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59. Ms Dicky Nieuwenhuis Woord en Daad d.j.nieuwenhuis@woordendaa

d.nl 

60. Margriet Nieuwenhuis Cordaid hbb@cordaid.nl 

61. Ms Cora van Oosten WUR cora.vanoosten@wur.nl 

62. Mr Hans Pelgröm Ministry of Foreign Affairs dek@minbuza.nl 

63. Mr Wim Piels  w.piels@gmail.com 

64. Ms Margreet van der Pijl 1%Club margreet@1procentclub.nl 

65. Mr Henk Prevaes Cereales Utigeverij henk.prevaes@cereales.nl 

66. Mr Jan Reynders Jan Reynders Consultancy reynders.jan@net.hcc.nl 

67. Ms Hilda van ‘t Riet Cordaid hri@cordaid.nl 

68. Ms Jeanne Roefs Jeanne Roefs Consultancy jroefs@xs4all.nl 

69. Ms Mirjam Ros DPRN mirjam.ros@dprn.nl 

70. Mr Ruerd Ruben Radboud University CIDIN r.ruben@maw.ru.nl 

71. Mr Joris Schapendonk Radboud University j.schapendonk@gmail.com 

72. Ms Anneke Slob Ecorys MSBsecr@ecorys.com 

73. Mr Roel Snelder AgriProfocus rsnelder@agri-profocus.nl 

74. Ms Hanneke Spaans MDF ha@mdf.nl 

75. Ms Laura Thissen Ecorys MSBsecr@ecorys.com 

76. Ms Gerrie Tuitert NWO-WOTRO tuitert@nwo.nl 

77. Mr Jan Ubels SNV jubels@snvworld.org 

78. Ms Alie Velvis ZOA alievelvis@hotmail.com 
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79. Ms Maria Veraart – van Wezel PHC Amsterdam mfveraart@orange.nl 

80. Mr Gerard Verbeek Synergo Advice, Training and 

Research 

gerard@synergoconsult.org 

81. Ms Sayra Verheijen  sayra.verheijen@gmail.com 

82. Ms Christina de Vries IC Consult cvr@icconsult.nl 

83. Mr Rob Visser DGIS Rob.visser@minbuza.nl 

84. Mr Rob de Vos  South African Embassy  

85. Ms Marieke de Wal Berenschot m.dewal@berenschot.com 

86. Ms Melinda Wezenaar MDF  mw@mdf.nl 

87. Ms Erica Wortel Wortel project & 

interrimmanagement 

ecmwortel@cs.com 
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Facilitators from MDFFacilitators from MDFFacilitators from MDFFacilitators from MDF    

    

    

FunctionFunctionFunctionFunction    

    

EEEE----mailmailmailmail    

88. Mr Niek Bakker (senior) trainer/consultant nb@mdf.nl 

89. Mr Sam Boering (senior) trainer/consultant sb@mdf.nl 

90. Mr Teun van Dijk (senior) trainer/consultant td@mdf.nl 

91. Mr Frans van Gerwen (senior) trainer/consultant fg@mdf.nl 

92. Mr Paul Munters trainer/consultant mu@mdf.nl 

93. Ms Marie-José Niesten (senior) trainer/consultant mn@mdf.nl 

94. Mr Hans Rijneveld Managing director hr@mdf.nl 

95. Mr Herman Snelder Managing director hs@mdf.nl 

96. Ms Ellen Tijkotte trainer/consultant ti@mdf.nl 
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Appendix 2 – Programme 

PPrrooggrraammmmee  

Day 1: Theories on development and social transformationDay 1: Theories on development and social transformationDay 1: Theories on development and social transformationDay 1: Theories on development and social transformation    

 

10:30  Registration & coffee 

11:00  Opening speech - Hans Rijneveld, managing director MDF 

11.10  Speech - Jan Donner, chairman DPRN 

11:30              Keynote speech(es) by Jan Pronk (ISS) and Jan Breman (UvA) 

12:15  Discussion (on statements) 

12.45  Lunch 

13:30  Workshops, 1st round: 

- A (macro) economic perspective - Geske Dijkstra (EUR) 

- A sociological perspective - Jos Mooij (ISS) 

- A geographical perspective - Lia van Wesenbeeck (VU) 

- An anthropological perspective - Sjoerd Zanen (MDF) 

- A technology & innovation perspective - Wim Ravensteijn (TUD) 

- A politicological perspective - Wil Hout (ISS) 

- An empirical perspective - Anthonie de Kemp (IOB) 

- An entrepreneurial perspective - Klaas Molenaar  (Triodos FACET) 

16:00  Workshops, 2nd round (same as 1st round) 

18:30              Complexity theory; a tool for a better understanding of development? 

- Frans Bieckman - editor the Broker 

- Louk de la Rive Box - Rector ISS  

- Harry van der Graaf – Prof. Physics NIKHEF TUD, CERN Geneva 

20:00              Dinner and informal chat groups 
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Day 2: Practical hindrancesDay 2: Practical hindrancesDay 2: Practical hindrancesDay 2: Practical hindrances    

 

09:00  Personal impressions day 1 and beyond - Louk de la Rive Box 

09:30    Workshops, 1st round 

- Globalisation, Value Chains and Development Organisations - 

Peter Knorringa (ISS) 

- Trade Regimes - Stephen Browne  

(International Trade Centre, Geneva) 

- Bureaucracy and Corruption - Martin Koper (MoFA) 

- Migration & Brain Drain – Lothar Smith (RU) 

- Entrepreneurship & Business Environment – Klaas Molenaar 

(Triodos/FACET) 

- Capacity Development - Kees Zevenbergen & Jan Ubels (SNV) 

- Conflicts & Failing States – Helen Hintjens (ISS) 

- International Financial Relations  - Stan Stavenuiter (FMO) 

11:30   Development and social change - Jan Breman 

12:30   Lunch 

13:30   Workshops, 2nd round (same as 1st round) 

15:30   Visit to former development project in Hoenderloo. 

Speech by Henk van Loo: The Holy Fire; thinking and acting in poverty 

reduction - then and now. 

19:00              Dinner and farewell speech by Henk van Loo, founder MDF 

 

 

Day 3: Does aid help or hinder?Day 3: Does aid help or hinder?Day 3: Does aid help or hinder?Day 3: Does aid help or hinder?    

 

09:00   Personal impressions day 2 and beyond - Paul Hoebink (CIDIN) 

09:30              Synthesis - Jan Breman  

10:00              Workshops:  “How can aid contribute to development and social change?” 

11:45   Panel discussion 

  Panel: Jan Pronk, Jan Breman, Paul Hoebink, Maarten Brouwer, Stephen Browne 

13.00   Lunch 

14:00   Conclusions & follow-up - Hans Rijneveld (MDF) 
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Appendix 3 – Overview of position papers 

The following position papers are available at the DPRN website: http://udb.global-

connections.nl 

1. When 'development' enters the village by Sjoerd Zanen 

2. Corruptiebestrijding: mag het een tikkeltje effectiever? by Martin Koper 

3. Economic Partnership Agreements: Help or hindrance? by Stephen Browne 

4. The Localisation of Capacity Development Efforts by Jan Ubels & Kees Zevenbergen  

5. Small and Medium enterprises and Business Development Services: are we missing 

something? by Klaas Molenaar 

6. Free to choose? by Antonie de Kemp 

7. Conflicts & Failing states by Helen Hintjens 

8. Development, capitalism and class. Some notes about understanding development by Jos 

Mooij 

9. The Geographical perspective. Can Africa learn from the Asian miracle? Yes it can! by Lia 

van Wesenbeeck 

10. Migration and development: What development, and for whom? by Joris Schapendonk, 

Lothar Smith and Annelies Zoomers 

11. Politics and development: the governance debate by WIl Hout 

12. The dynamics of innovation: Development from a technology and society perspective by 

Wim Ravesteijn 

13. Economic growth: A necessary, yet neglected condition for development by Geske 

Dijkstra 

14. Global standards, small producers by Peter Knorringa 

15. Access to finance and private sector development by Stan Stavenuiter
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