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The Worldconnectors are an inspiring group of diverse people. We do not only 

analyse, discuss and advise, but we are also emotionally involved in trying to shape  

a sustainable future.

Every Worldconnectors has his or her own responsibilities and networks, and 

‘connects’ different spheres of influence. We are in touch with universities, policy 

makers, media, the corporate sector, faith-based organisations, civil society, social 

movements – in most countries in the world. The voices we hear elsewhere, enter  

our debates. For me, these are the voices of women unable to feed their children, of 

teachers with more than 100 pupils and of the 116.9 million people of the Global  

Call to Action against Poverty last October who work to change that.

The global crisis is urgent. There is a lack of  food, energy, water, financial- and 

environmental stability, gender-justice, peace…What is our responsibility in the 

crises, in the Netherlands, in Europe? How do our choices impact on others else-

where, on future generations? Our mission as Worldconnectors commits us to try to 

involve others to create just, sustainable and democratic communities. And how do 

we ourselves ‘live’ our convictions? This debate is on-going: about eating less meat, 

using public transport, being gender-just and respecting diverse cultures, beliefs and 

choices. We demand transparency and coherence of the Dutch government and  of 

ourselves. In this sense being a Worldconnector is a lifestyle.

Sylvia Borren  Co-chair Worldconnectors

De Worldconnectors is een inspirerende en diverse groep mensen. We analyseren, 

discussiëren en adviseren niet alleen, maar zijn ook emotioneel betrokken bij het 

vormen van een meer duurzame toekomst. 

Iedere Worldconnector heeft zijn of haar eigen verantwoordelijkheden en netwerken, 

en ‘verbindt’ verschillende invloedssferen. We staan in contact met universiteiten, 

beleidsmakers, media, het zakenleven, geloofsorganisaties, civil society, sociale 

bewegingen – in de meeste landen ter wereld. Die stemmen die we elders horen 

maken deel uit van ons debat. Voor mij zijn dat de stemmen van vrouwen die hun 

kinderen niet kunnen voeden, van leerkrachten met meer dan 100 kinderen in de  

klas en van de 116.9 miljoen mensen van de Global Call to Action against Poverty 

afgelopen oktober die zich inzetten om dat te veranderen.

De mondiale crisis is dringend. Er is een gebrek aan voedsel, energie, water, 

economische en ecologische stabiliteit, gelijke rechten, vrede... Wat is onze verant-

woordelijkheid in de crises, in Nederland, in Europa? Hoe beïnvloeden onze keuzes 

anderen elders, of toekomstige generaties? Onze missie als Worldconnector commit-

teert ons om anderen te betrekken in het bouwen van rechtvaardige, duurzame en 

democratische gemeenschappen. 

En hoe ‘leven’ we zelf naar onze overtuigingen? Het debat gaat door: over het eten van 

minder vlees, gebruik van openbaar vervoer, gender-just zijn en diverse culturen, 

geloven en keuzes respecteren. Wij eisen transparantie en coherentie van de Neder-

landse overheid, en van onszelf. In die zin is Worldconnector zijn een levensstijl.

Sylvia Borren  Co-voorzitter Worldconnectors

Sylvia Borren

Worldconnector zijn is een levensstijl

Being a Worldconnector is a lifestyle 

How it started

to contribute to this ambition by 

speaking out on matters related to 

international solidarity, global sustain-

able development and universal respon-

sibility in their own networks and in 

public. 

Visit:

www.worldconnectors.nl 

www.sid.nl

www.dprn.nl

www.ncdo.nl

What we do
The Worldconnectors meet four times 

a year at a Round Table Meeting to 

engage in cross-sector dialogue on 

relevant themes. The meetings are closed 

to the public to allow all Worldconnec-

tors to engage freely in open dialogue 

and to exchange ideas. The central aim is 

to influence the political agenda and the 

policy debate in the Netherlands from a 

global perspective. 

Another goal is to reinforce a global 

mindset among the Dutch public. 

Following and sometimes preceding the 

Round Table Meetings, public events and 

media activities are organised in which 

the wider public is engaged in the 

dialogue. The statement that is discussed 

at the Round Table Meeting is published, 

accompanied by media coverage on the 

theme to stimulate the debate. 

Round Table Themes
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First Round Table Meeting on New Leadership and Global Governance

1.	 Migration and Development 
2.	 Global Human Security 
3.	 Millennium Development Goals 
4.	 Policy Coherence on Aid, Trade & Investments 

1.	 Sustainable Development & Climate Change 
2.	 Connection of Civilisations 
3.	 New Scarcities 

1.	 The European Union as a Global Player 
2.	 Sustainable World Citizenship 
3.	 Gender and Diversity
4.	 Sustainable Financial Markets 

The initiative for the Worldconnectors 

the Round Table for People and the 

Planet was taken by Ruud Lubbers, SID 

NL, NCDO and DPRN. They opinion-

ated that a more positive and active role 

of the Netherlands in international 

cooperation and global sustainable devel-

opment was needed. 

The starting point was the insight that 

in this era of globalisation, inclusive 

development and solutions to global 

problems can only be brought about in 

the spirit of ‘complementary govern-

ance’ between key actors in society and 

across borders. Therefore they brought 

together women and men in influential 

positions, from different sectors of 

society, including youth.

On October 24, 2006, the Round 

Table was officially launched. Members 

of the Round Table are Worldconnectors. 

They are committed to connect know

ledge and views in order to advance 

global thinking, to critically analyse 

current trends and propose alternative 

views, strategies and inclusive solutions. 

The Round Table was not set up to 

become a new institution in itself, but to 

create a dynamic network with an added 

value to the many organisations and 

initiatives that already exist. 

Global issues

The themes of interest of the World-

connectors move beyond development 

cooperation to encompass a broader 

scope of interest. Global and topical 

issues are the focus of attention. With 

regard to the Netherlands, the World-

connectors agreed at the launch that 

Dutch society is influenced too much by 

fear. Worldconnectors strive to over-

come the paralysis in society, through 

introducing new and innovative views 

on global issues, and through emphasis-

ing interdependence; the connections 

between all members of the national and 

global society. The Worldconnectors are 

inspired by the UN Millennium Declara-

tion and the Earth Charter, a declaration 

of fundamental principles for building a 

just, sustainable, and peaceful global 

society for the 21st century. 

The Earth Charter

The Earth Charter is an important 

source of inspiration for the World-

connectors. It is a declaration of 

fundamental principles for building 

a just, sustainable, and peaceful 

global society for the 21st century. 

The Earth Charter is created by 

global civil society, endorsed by 

thousands of organizations and 

institutions. The Charter is not only 

a call to action, but a motivating  

force inspiring change in the world.  

See what you can do on  
www.earthcharterinaction.org.

Ruud Lubbers: ‘The name 

Worldconnectors was chosen 

because of the fundamental 

obligation of Dutch society to 

look beyond borders. This is 

why we consciously chose in 

favour of a mixed composition 

of the group. After all, – as the 

Earth Charter reminds us – in 

order to achieve effective 

governance, a partnership 

between government, citizens 

and the corporate sector is 

essential.’

Who we are 
The Worldconnectors are a group of 

prominent and engaged people from all 

walks of life. They have backgrounds in 

business, government, trade unions, the 

NGO sector, politics, knowledge centres, 

media, religion, youth networks and 

international organisations. Together 

they form a dynamic network of opinion 

leaders. Whatever their background or 

age, they all share the ambition for the 

Netherlands to play a proactive role in 

the global community. They are willing 
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Anna Chojnacka,  
director of the 1%club: 
‘As director of the 1%club I want to convince 
everybody to commit one percent of his or her 
money, time or expertise to eradicate poverty. 
Together we can find eminent solutions for this 
problem, that concerns all of us.’
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20 February
Worldconnectors Kick off meeting at Nieuwspoort, combined with the public 
launch of ‘Van Natuurlandschap tot Risicomaatschappij’, edited by World-
connector Ton Dietz with a foreword by Worldconnector Ruud Lubbers.

27 March
Round Table Meeting on Sustainable Development and Climate Change.

14 May
Worldconnectors Sayida Vanenburg, Hans Eenhoorn and Gabi Spitz 
presented their views in reaction to Erasmus lecture on Sustainable Devel-
opment by Alexander Rinnooy Kan (chairperson Social Economic Council).  

27 June
Round Table Meeting on the Connection of Civilisations.

24 September
SID Nl and Worldconnectors Public Event on New Scarcities and Power 
Shifts, held in the Senate. Worldconnectors Jos van Gennip, Ruud Lubbers, 
Tineke Lambooy, Jan Berteling, Ton Dietz, Herman Mulder, Hans Dijkstal, 
Rindert de Groot, Sayida Vanenburg and Sandra van Beest participated.

2 October
A Worldconnectors delegation meets with members of the Parliamentary 
Commission on Foreign Affairs. 

23 October
IPS, OxfamNovib and Worldconnectors Public Event on the role of the media 
in sustainable development and climate change. Worldconnectors Jos van 
Gennip, Sylvia Borren and Rob Visser participated, Alide Roerink replaced 
Henny Helmich. 

24 October
UN Me, celebration of the anniversary of the United Nations together with 
Dutch youth. Worldconnectors Ruud Lubbers, Naema Tahir, Sandra van Beest 
and Ton Dietz participated.

6 November
Combined VROM International Think Tank and Worldconnectors meeting on 
migration from Eastern Europe. Worldconnectors Ruud Lubbers, Sylvia 
Borren, Anna Chojnacka and Lucia van Westerlaak participated..

24 November
Worldconnectors delegation meets with Minister Koenders and Joke Brandt.

25 November
Public Conference on Adaptation to Climate Change, organised by HIER, 
Akkoord van Schokland and Worldconnectors. Worldconnectors Ruud 
Lubbers and Herman Mulder participated.

2 December
Worldconnectors host Earth Charter network meeting with members of the 
Earth Charter Council, Commission and Youth Initiative. Worldconnectors 
Rindert de Groot, Willemijn Aerdts, Tineke Lambooy, Awraham Soetendorp, 
Ruud Lubbers, Sandra van Beest, Erik Thijs Wedershoven and Teresa Fogel-
berg participated.

12 December
Round Table Meeting on New Scarcities.

What was on the 
agenda in 2008

Connecting 
Worlds: 
how we do it
Round Table Meetings

The Worldconnectors come together at least four times a year in closed sessions, the 

Round Table Meetings. In these meetings they exchange ideas, inspired by each other 

and by international guest speakers. They discuss draft statements on a central theme, 

come up with outreach activities to engage in and agree on solutions to promote.

Working Groups

In preparation of each Round Table Meeting, a group of Worldconnectors with a 

special interest in the theme as well as external experts are invited to join a Working 

Group. Next to preparing the meeting, the group drafts a central statement on the 

theme and organises public activities. 

Statement and opinion article

A central statement is drafted in preparation of each meeting. It states the vision of the 

Worldconnectors on the theme, what the added value of the Worldconnectors could 

be and how the vision would appeal to a wider public. The statement also incorporates 

perspectives of different stakeholders and people in developing countries. A draft 

statement is shared among all members and commented upon before the statement is 

finalized and an opinion article based upon it is written and published to reach the 

public. 

Support Team

The Support Team assists the Working Group to ensure they have access to informa-

tion resources and recent research, documents and trends related to the themes. It 

coordinates additional research when necessary and produces quick scans; concise 

informative documents on the themes.

Going Public

In connection with the Round Table Meetings, supporting organisations offer 

opportunities, and members themselves propose ideas to reach out to the wider 

public. They engage in a public dialogue, either during public events or via media 

activities. In 2007 and 2008 the Worldconnectors have participated in a debate on 

topical issues with young people at The Night of the UN. Individual members have 

published articles in the media on issues discussed at the Round Table, or on topical 

issues. The Worldconnectors website also offers the opportunity to interact with a 

wider public. 

Connecting 
Worlds

Naema Tahir, writer and  
human rights expert: 
‘The worlds I try to connect are migrants in the 
Netherlands and the native Dutch. I want to 
give migrants a new profile and increase 
understanding between the two. Connecting 
people stimulates growth, security and a 
pleasant society to live in.’

Joris Voorhoeve, professor, former Minister of Defence  
and chair of the World Population Foundation: 
‘I think the world is a chaotic, badly governed city with enormous differences and problems. 
The only way to deal effectively with these problems is to strengthen international govern-
ance: a stronger United Nations and European Union.’  

Jos van Gennip 
president of SID Netherlands and NCDO:
‘I operate on the frontier between the academic and the political world. 
I try to bring an international and global dimension into the political 
discussion that is all too often about the national short term.’ 

worldconnectors 2008  5



6  worldconnectors 2008  worldconnectors 2008  7

One of the biggest threats to our world is the changing climate. Though 

sustainable development entails more than just climate change, the World-

connectors focused primarily on the latter because it poses such a vital 

threat to life on Earth. Alternative views on climate change were discussed 

and actions and initiatives proposed at the Round Table Meeting in March. 
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Global warming is caused by the burning 

of fossil fuels, deforestation and an increase 

in livestock, brought about by a rapidly 

growing world population. A rise in 

temperature may cause melting ice caps, 

rising sea levels and consequently flooding. 

According to the UNDP Human Develop-

ment Report 2007/2008 (HDR) this will 

lead to the displacement of 330 million 

people. Developing countries are extra 

vulnerable because of their geography, 

their dependency on agriculture and their 

lack of capacity to adapt to a changing 

climate. 

Inspiration

Only through radical measures can we 

reduce dangerous climate change. This is a 

shared responsibility for all countries and 

all sectors of society: government, civil 

society and businesses alike. The central 

statement resulting from the Round Table 

Meeting presents a vision on sustainable 

development and climate change which is 

inspired by the Earth Charter and the 

Millennium Development Goals. The 

statement focuses on the three I’s  –Inno-

vation, Inspiration and Implementation. 

With it the Worldconnectors address 

opinion leaders and decision makers in 

their networks, for example by writing 

articles and participating in debates. Their 

aim is to influence the political and public 

debate and arrive at improved policies and 

practices to fight climate change. 

Implementation

Mitigating climate change demands 

immediate action. Therefore positive 

initiatives are highlighted, in the statement 

as well as on the Worldconnectors website 

and on the adjacent page in this yearbook 

(see: ‘What can you do’). 

Recommendations from the state-

ment:

• Maximum efforts are needed to 

stimulate energy saving and the use of 

renewable energy sources (like solar and 

wind energy and sustainable bio fuels). We 

strongly support the further development 

and extension of a CO2 market.  

• We believe that reporting of their 

carbon footprint should be made manda-

tory for all quoted companies. It will 

increase their climate awareness and give 

analysts better insights and peer compari-

son data, while civil society may comment 

and challenge the efforts made.

• Forest protection: payments for the 

Reduction of Emissions from Deforesta-

tion and Degradation (REDD) offer impor-

tant possibilities for climate change 

mitigation, rural development, and 

biodiversity conservation.

• Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) is 

relevant for the whole country. The 

government should collaborate with the 

private sector in developing pilot-projects 

to capture CO2. The remaining CO2 needs 

to be stored in the empty gas fields. We 

also call upon the Dutch government to 

push within the EU context for closer 

collaboration with China in the area of 

CCS.

• Assisting adaptation in the South is  a 

responsibility for mature economies and 

should not be financed from the ODA 

budget but at least partly with money from 

auctioned emission rights. Civil society 

organisations are encouraged to establish a 

joint adaptation compensation fund to 

offer the public the possibility to 

compensate through donating to tangible 

adaptation projects such as early warning 

training.

• The SER (Sociaal Economische Raad, 

The Social Economic Council) should be 

transformed into a Sustainable Develop-

ment Council.

• We call upon the Netherlands to move 

Public outreach

Bulkbook:  
The Discovery of the Earth

Change has to be brought about in daily 

practice and through action. The Worldcon-

nectors try to lead by example, by demon-

strating that our quality of life can improve 

through practical actions, such as limiting our 

footprint. Check your carbon footprint on 

www.carbonfootprint.com and your climate 

footprint on www.dekleineaarde.nl/

klimaat.

Go to www.milieucentraal.nl and think about the choices you can make on climate neutral 

living when you fly or drive. An easy advice, not often thought about, is not to eat meat one 

day a week. It can make a difference of almost twenty percent in carbon dioxide emissions. 

Get inspired by visiting other sites on climate compensation mentioned on our updated 

webpage `What can you do?`. 

Join or start a network like Cool Climate 

(www.coolclimate.nu). This is a network of 

more than 10.000 people, among them 

writers, actors and journalists. Cool Climate 

wants a climate law and three percent 

reduction of CO2 emissions every year. 

Interested to know what your bank is doing to 

combat climate change? Then take a look at 

www.nietmetmijngeld.nl.

HIER (Dutch for ‘Here‘) is the name of a large Dutch program that 

stresses the necessity of the immediate implementation of 

adaptation projects and initiatives to fight climate change. HIER 

unites and represents all initiatives that reduce climate change. 

It involves not only over forty national charity organisations, but 

also government and businesses. Eventually, this could be a start-

ing point for an international campaign. Check www.hier.nu for a 

number of climate actions you can join. 

HIER and Worldconnectors are working together to develop a public campaign on climate and 

adaption, which will be launched in the lead up to the UN Climate Summit in Copenhagen, 

December 2009.  

to the frontline of a progressive alliance of 

EU countries, which will not give up when 

other countries are reluctant to make 

far-reaching commitments.

The complete statement and the quick 

scan with background information can 

be downloaded and read on the website. 

Reaction 

The Worldconnectors received a very 

positive reaction to the statement on 

Sustainable Development and Climate 

Change from Hans Opschoor, member of 

United Nations ECOSOC Committee on 

Development Policy. He congratulates 

the Worldconnectors with the statement 

and added: “I couldn’t agree more! The 

statement is completely coherent with 

the agenda the ECOSOC Committee has 

tried to pursue in the past two years. It 

also helped me prepare my contribution 

to the next session of the Committee and 

it was an inspiration for me as member of 

the Adviesraad Internationale Vraag-

stukken Committee on Climate, Energy 

and Adaptation.” 

Innovation, 
  inspiration and
implementation

What can you do?

The Working Group
Ruud Lubbers (chair), Johan van de Gronden, René Grotenhuis, Herman Mulder,  

Teresa Fogelberg, Gabi Spitz and Sayida Vanenburg.

Special Advisors 
Sasja Kamil (Cordaid), Ian Tellam (ETC), Sible Schöne (HIER) and Sanne van Keulen 

(National Youth Council).

Supporters 
Roeland Muskens (Wereld in Woorden), Iem Roos (SID NL) and Alide Roerink (NCDO).  

Koen Kusters (DPRN) drafted the statement.

‘Make a difference’
Johan van de Gronden: ‘My organisation, the WWF, is housed in one of the most energy 

efficient office buildings in Europe. We have also reached an agreement with an airline about 

their greenhouse emissions. We constantly work on alternatives with companies and citizens 

in order to highlight what you can do to make a difference.’    

Sylvia Borren: ‘With climate change, we sooner think of a polar bear in risk of dying, than 

of one third of the world’s population, who are the losers of the changing climate. And within 

that group women and minorities lose most. If we want to build sustainable economies, we 

have to let the people speak for themselves. That’s what I’m fighting for.’
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Bulkboek number 10, titled ‘The Discovery of the Earth’, dedicated a special 27 page 

chapter to ‘Young Worldconnectors saving the Earth’. Six youth Worldconnectors 

wrote an article about a sustainable future. They were inspired by different parts of the 

Earth Charter which is also printed in full in the chapter. By referring to the Earth 

Charter, youth Worldconnectors Leontien, Alpha, Anna, Erik Thijs, Willemijn and 

Sandra explain what you can do to improve the world. They featured next to many 

famous public figures, like former prime-minister and Worldconnector Ruud Lub-

bers, Nobel prize winners Wangari Maathai and Al Gore, and former president of the 

Soviet Union Michael Gorbatsjov. 

The Dutch term ‘Bulkboek’ is used for a book, shaped as a newspaper. ‘Bulkbooks’ 

are easier and cheaper to print than ordinary books and therefore accessible to a larger 

audience. A slideshow about the Youth Worldconnectors in Bulkboek 10 was shown 

on 34 Dutch schools and reached 27.000 youth. You can order Bulkboek 10 for free, 

for as long as stocks last, via earthcharter@ncdo.nl.

Website poll

The new UN Secretary General’s first priority should be the reform of the UN and 

secondly the protection of human rights, development, care for the environment, 

global responsibility and human security.

• Agree: 35%

• Disagree: 64%

• Other opinion: 1 %

 

‘I think the world urgently needs real actions with an external focus. If the UN 

organization is not capable of fulfilling this task, the secretary general could seek other 

ways (outside the UN) to achieve the external goals (and parallel reorganize the UN). 

In my opinion the UN as an institute is always less important than the cause itself.’ 

Marco Harms in his reaction on the Worldconnector website.

In the media

• ‘Dé gelegenheid om te kiezen voor duurzaamheid’, article in Trouw by Hans 

Eenhoorn, Tineke Lambooy, Herman Mulder (23 October 2008).

© foto: UN
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What can you do? 
The Worldconnectors are keen to initiate a dialogue with 

the general public. To realise this aim, there is easy access 

to the statements, quick scans and relevant publications 

on various issues at www.worldconnectors.nl. Connect 

your world to the Worldconnectors by reading the 

background documents and join the discussions on the 

website!

Read the new books from Worldconnectors Tariq Ramadan 

and Naema Tahir. Ramadan’s most recent book ‘Een Jihad 

van vertrouwen’ deals with all the misconceptions around 

his beliefs and allegations on his behalf in recent years. 

Naema Tahir has recently published the book ‘Groenkapje 

en de bekeerde wolf’. It contains seven Muslim fairy tales. 

One of them is about Little Green Riding Hood, who is so 

devout that she wears headscarves in the colour of the 

Islam itself. The wolf she meets is an ex-Muslim, whose 

biggest wish is to be threatened so he can flee to the West 

to write bestsellers. 

The United Nations Alliance of Civilisations (UNAOC) is an 

initiative of the UN Secretary-General which aims to 

improve understanding and cooperative relations among 

nations and peoples across cultures and religions, and to 

help counter the forces that fuel polarization and 

extremism. See www.unaoc.org for more information 

about what you can do.

Visit an Iftar (the evening meal for breaking fasting) during the Islamic month of Ramadan, 

just like Ruud Lubbers did with Tariq Ramadan. There are various Mosques who invite 

non-Muslims to take part in this mutual meal.  

A number of conditions are crucial for 

connecting all people living in the 

Netherlands. All citizens, migrants and 

indigenous Dutch alike, should be 

allowed and encouraged to participate in 

all aspects of Dutch society, like educa-

tion, work, media and civil society. 

Everyone must feel part of society as 

different but equal individuals, recognised 

for his or her own talents, qualities and 

achievements. Respect and dignity are key 

values, just like humility and modesty.  

In connecting cultures special attention 

should be given to the participation of 

women and youth. 

What binds us

To contribute to the lessening of 

tensions in Dutch society we need to 

emphasize a shared identity that connects 

people and creates a sense of belonging for 

all Dutch citizens. We need to develop a 

sense of shared values including liberty, 

equality and recognition and commit 

ourselves to taking action to promote 

those values every day. People need to 

make a real effort to understand, embrace 

and act toward connecting cultures. For 

example, as an individual you can 

participate by socializing with people 

who are different from you, at school or at 

work. Civil society, like sports organisa-

tions, needs to open up more towards the 

new Dutch. The media have an important 

role to play in transmitting positive and 

diverse voices. 

For more recommendations and 

actions, read the full statement resulting 

from the Round Table Meeting on the 

website. 

The Worldconnectors believe people 

connect rather than clash. They see more 

value in emphasizing good practices and 

connections between people of differing 

cultures and religions, rather than 

emphasizing conflicts. They are convinced 

that this is the way to find a balance 

between diversity and unity. To realise the 

connection of different people, the basic 

rights of freedom, equality and recogni-

tion, as outlined in the Earth Charter, 

need to be guaranteed. At the same time, 

the Worldconnectors are highly aware of 

the difficulties involved in realising these 

principles. Their efforts are aimed at 

developing an open society with a 

positive sense of belonging for all citizens, 

irrelevant of their status or background.

Challenges and conditions 

There seem to be three main causes for 

the current struggle within Dutch society. 

Firstly, the ‘ways of life’ of migrants and 

indigenous Dutch people seem to clash. 

There is a mutual lack of knowledge about 

‘the other’. The second cause is the 

deep-seated individualisation of Dutch 

society. Citizens demand more, from 

society and others, than they are willing 

to offer. Finally, there is a ‘value consist-

ency gap’: cultural groups often judge 

others by their own standards while many 

fail to live up to these standards them-

selves.

    

Connecting 
instead  
of clashing

‘A culture of fear’, ‘the multicultural drama’, ‘us versus them’. How can we 

counter the increasing polarisation in Dutch society? At the end of June, the 

Round Table of Worldconnectors met to discuss the theme ‘Connection of 

Civilisations’. The tensions that we perceive in the Netherlands today are a 

reflection of a larger trend: the global fear of diversity. The Worldconnectors 

discussed how to improve the perception of diversity and how to help cultures 

connect rather than clash. 

The Working Group
Naema Tahir (chair), Ruud Lubbers, Tariq Ramadan, Halleh Ghorashi,  

Awraham Soetendorp, Ineke Bakker, Adrian de Groot Ruiz, Willemijn Aerdts  

and Sayida Vanenburg. 

Special Guests 
James Kennedy (professor University of Amsterdam), Domenica Ghidei Bidu (The Hague 

Process on Asylum and Migration), Dennis de Jong (Ministry of Foreign Affairs), Karen van 

Oudenhoven-van der Zee (University of Groningen), Jan Donner (Director KIT) and Michael 

Slaby (Earth Charter International Coördinator Programme Religion and Sustainability).

Supporters 
Gordana Stankovic (SID NL), Roeland Muskens (Wereld in Woorden) and Alide Roerink 

(NCDO).

‘A new “we” facing the future’
Naema Tahir: ‘I am British, Dutch, Pakistani and Muslim. I’m also a lawyer, a writer, a 

Worldconnector. When I was younger, these identities did clash. But if you realise that you 

don’t need to choose, that all your identities are of equal value and valuable to society, 

then you can go forward. I then started to focus on my talents and on my contribution 

towards Dutch society, rather than focussing on “Who am I?” I believe the diversity we 

have in Dutch society is not visible enough.’

Tariq Ramadan: ‘Let us not be Euro-specialists talking among themselves but really be 

bridges, connectors at the grassroots level within our society. Spreading around the 

positive message: yes, we are human beings and yes, we are different, but we are building a 

common future. It’s a new “we” facing the future.’

Awraham Soetendorp: ‘You can connect in your own street, with people you meet there 

with different backgrounds, religions and cultures. For me as a Jew I connect with my 

Muslim brother and sister and also with Christians and Humanists. The moment people hear 

that Worldconnectors exist, they say: “That’s what we would like to be as well!” ’

Public Outreach

Clash
In September, Worldconnector Tariq Ramadam was invited for a debate with 

former Euro commissioner Frits Bolkestein about the question ‘What can connect us’.  

He was rather surprised when he noticed that Bolkestein ignored the subject and 

started a series of personal attacks which forced him to defend himself. A few days 

later a concept version of an article was published in the Dutch newspaper de Volks

krant, that mistakenly confirmed the false accusations made by Bolkestein regarding 

the views of philosopher and Islam thinker Ramadan. In the final version of the 

article, that was published on de Volkskrant website, Youth Worldconnectors Adrian 

de Groot Ruiz, Sayida Vanenburg and Willemijn Aerdts stress the importance to keep 

on looking for what can bind us. You can watch a video of the debate on www.nmo.nl 

and read the articles on the Worldconnectors website.  

Website poll

Rather than unifying or uplifting people, discussion creates distance between 

peoples and communities, which in turn leads to feelings of cynicism, distrust, 

isolation and fear. In the end, people rather clash than connect.

• Agree: 14%

• Disagree: 74%

• Other opinion: 12 %

‘I agree because discussions do create separatism, dialogues do not. Understanding the 

difference, is making the difference.’ Arnold van der Beek in a reaction on the World-

connector website.

In the media

•	 ‘Moreel gelijk valt niet te bewijzen’,  article (about the supposed controversy Frits 

Bolkestein - Tariq Ramadan) by Adrian de Groot Ruiz, Sayida Vanenburg and  

Willemijn Aerdts in de Volkskrant (September 2008). 

© foto: UN
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Threats and 
opportunities 
of bio-energy

What can you do? 

See what you can do to reduce your energy consumption on www.hier.nu. Use 

sustainably produced energy (in particular renewables such as wind and solar energy) 

at home. Several companies, such as Greenchoice, Nuon, Essent and Windunie, offer 

so called green energy. You can also invest in programmes for sustainable energy 

production and - use in developing countries. For example: you can support a 

Jatropha farm which produces bio fuel, check out www.1procentclub.nl for this 

project. 

  

Reduce the wastage of food. There are 

several cookbooks that provide tips, such 

as Het kliekjeskookboek by Lydia Tuijnman. 

Furthermore the website www.lovefood-

hatewaste.com is very comprehensive. 

Buy fair trade and/or organic products to 

support small and sustainable farmers in 

developing countries. 

Jos van Gennip (chair), Annelies Zoomers, Hans Eenhoorn, Tineke Lambooy, Leontien Peeters, 

Herman Mulder and Johan van de Gronden.

Special advisor
Wouter Thiebou (Youth Representative UNGA).

Special guest
Professor Vijay Paranjpye (Pune University India)

Supporters
Iem Roos, Koen Kusters, Gabi Spitz and Alide Roerink. Ellen Lammers (WiW) drafted the 

statement.

‘Influence public opinion and policies’
Jos van Gennip: ‘The core of our Working Group on New Scarcities is to mobilise the whole 

society, not just governments. We can only overcome the problems, for the sake of ourselves 

and of two thirds of the world population, if we find long-term, sustainable solutions. Both our 

own behaviour and politics have to change.’ 

Hans Eenhoorn: ‘We can’t go on using the world like we’re doing now. We already knew 

that in 1970 with the oil crisis, but we’ve done so little with that warning. Now we have to 

work even harder to deal with the crises around food, energy and climate. With a group of 

people like the Worldconnectors, with their credibility and large networks, we can influence 

public opinion and government policies. For example by calling for the use and certification of 

sustainable bio-energy in different media.’     

 

With prices of food and oil rising worldwide, there is no ignoring that these 

commodities are at risk of becoming new scarcities. This may slow down 

reaching the Millennium Development Goals, like eradicating extreme poverty 

and hunger. It will take the combined efforts of the entire international commu-

nity to prevent that from happening. The Round Table Meeting in December 

concentrated on bio-energy as one of the prime cross-cutting issues in the 

ongoing debate about scarcities.  

With prices of oil going up it is 

becoming increasingly more interesting 

to invest in alternative energy sources. 

But when talking about bio-energy as one 

of the possible solutions for the growing 

scarcity of non-renewable fossil fuels, a 

lot of considerations have to be taken into 

account. The main question that has to be 

answered is: how can we / the EU design 

criteria and policies for the development 

and sustainable production of bio-energy 

without threatening the food security of 

people in developing countries and 

without damaging the environment and 

our planet’s biodiversity? 

Considerations 

The growing production of bio-energy 

based on food crops like corn, palm oil 

and rape seed leads to a rise in food 

prices, threatening people in developing 

countries. Second generation bio-energy 

should be promoted, since this is pro-

duced with non food crops like grass and 

waste biomass. It also produces less CO2, 

less land is needed for the same produc-

tion volumes and it can be grown on 

degraded lands. 

Then there’s the consideration that the 

use of bio fuels should only be promoted 

if it’s not produced at the cost of biodi-

versity and if its greenhouse gas balance is 

made to be evidently better than that of 

fossil fuels. For example: the production 

of bio ethanol from American corn scores 

quite badly when coal is used for distilla-

tion. 

 

Calls for action

• Reduce energy consumption. (See also 

Climate Change on page 6).

• Reduce the wastage of food. 

• Translate the vowed commitment to 

eradicate poverty and hunger into 

concrete action by investing in sustain-

able agricultural productivity in develop-

ing countries and ending harmful trade 

policies. 

• Invest in programmes for sustainable 

energy production and use in developing 

countries.

• Develop legislation for sustainable 

production and use of bio energy on a 

national level as well as within the EU 

and the international community. 

• The EU should reconsider its 10% bio 

fuel target given that this target is not 

based on sound scientific analysis about 

the impact of bio fuel production on food 

insecurity of the poor and on causing 

harm to biodiversity.

• We call on Dutch companies and 

businesses to become international 

frontrunners by complying with the 

Cramer criteria when producing, pur-

chasing and using bio energy.

• The Dutch government and the EU 

should use diplomacy to encourage other 

countries to implement binding policies 

on sustainably produced bio energy. 

• We call on governments and business 

to significantly improve their disclosure-

discipline with respect to usage (and 

waste) of scarce natural resources.

• We call for generous investments from 

government, business and universities in 

innovative research about sustainable 

second and third generation bio energy 

production and to actively engage in 

creating a methodology and toolkit on 

‘The Economics of Ecosystems and 

Biodiversity’.

Public outreach

 Popular on Youtube
For its 2007-2008 series of monthly lectures SID NL (Society for International 

Development Netherlands Chapter) chose New Scarcities and Power Shifts as the 

connecting theme. The open meeting with the Worldconnectors at the end of Sep-

tember was the closing event. During this meeting in the Hague, a short film was 

made, in which Worldconnectors Herman Mulder, Tineke Lambooy, Hans Dijkstal, 

Jos van Gennip and Sandra van Beest express what they believe is the most important 

scarcity. Apparently the subject appealed to the viewers of the popular online video 

provider Youtube. The New Scarcities video was placed on the list of recommended 

videos and been watched over 11.000 times in the last three months of 2008. 

Website poll

Hans Dijkstal states: ‘The most important scarcities are food and health. But the 

most important means to deal with them is water.’

• Agree: 78%

• Disagree: 14%

• Other opinion: 8 %

‘I agree, but what about democracy, emancipation, access to information? In lots of 

cases the will to improve seems to be a much bigger problem than the means avail-

able.’ Benedict Broere in his reaction on the Worldconnector website.

In the media

‘Goedemorgen Nederland’, radio show on Radio 1 with Hans Eenhoorn as one of 

the guests, talking about New Scarcities.

• We call on the Dutch government to 

seize opportunities for cooperation with 

Indonesia and Surinam on the issue of 

the preservation and responsible man-

agement of the countries’ rainforests, and 

bio diversity.

© foto: UN

The Working Group

For more recommendations and 

actions, read the full statement resulting 

from the Round Table Meeting on the 

website. 
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non governmental organisations

is Senior Director Business Engagement 
and Stakeholder Relations of the Global 
Reporting Initiative.

TERESA FOGELBERG

is chairman of the Board of SNV 
Development Organization.

DIRK ELSEN

is director of the international 
development organisation Cordaid.

rené grotenhuis

is policy advisor within the FNV Trade 
Union’s Confederation.

Lucia van Westerlaak

is managing director of contemporary 
women platform WOMEN Inc.

Jannet Vaessen 

is the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 
World Wildlife Funds (WWF) in the 
Netherlands.

johan van de gronden

12  worldconnectors 2008

M
e

e
t

 th


e
 W

o
r

l
d

c
o

n
n

e
c

t
o

rs


 

M
e

e
t

 th


e
 W

o
r

l
d

c
o

n
n

e
c

t
o

rs


‘We are in urgent need of a serious meeting of minds between scientists, practitioners, policy makers and politicians 

about the main problems of this planet and how The Netherlands can influence them. We have lived too long next to each 

other without seeing the other.’ This personal slogan of Jan Berteling clearly states why he’s connecting worlds.  

Worldconnectors inspire and connect each other and other people to build a just, sustainable, and peaceful global society. Coming 

from different backgrounds, they all participate on a personal basis. Every year a number of Worldconnectors give way to new ones 

with fresh views and different networks. You’ll find an up to date list of current members on our website www.worldconnectors.nl. 

Meet this group of inspiring people:    

STEERING GROUP

prominent political persons (NEW) MEDIA

national or international governmental actors

knowledge and advisory centers RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP

YOUTH

is one of the initiators and co-chair of 
the Worldconnectors, an active member 
of the Earth Charter Commission and, 
among many other functions, the 
former Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands. 

RUUD LUBBERS

is co-chair of the Worldconnectors and, 
among many other functions, co-chair 
of GCAP  Global Council, former 
Executive Director of Oxfam Novib and 
the chair of The New Dialogue. 

sylvia borren

is the co-founder of DPRN (Development 
Policy Review Network), one of the 
initiators of the Worldconnectors and 
professor of Human Geography.

Jos van GENNIP

is a Taskforce member of DPRN 
(Development Policy Review Network), 
one of the initiators of the Worldcon-
nectors, and professor of Human 
Geography.

Ton Dietz

is the executive director of NCDO (the 
Dutch National Committee for 
International Cooperation and 
Sustainable Development), and one of 
the initiators of the Worldconnectors.

Henny Helmich

is the former ambassador of the 
Netherlands to the FAO and board 
member of SID Netherlands (the Society 
for International Development).

Jan BErteling

is the youth member of the Steering 
Group and studied International Law 
and International Affairs. She is a 
member of the board of the United 
Nations Association the Netherlands 
(NVVN).

Willemijn Aerdts      

is editor in chief of de Volkskrant, a 
national newspaper.

Pieter Broertjes

is journalist and former member of 
Parliament for GroenLinks (the Green 
Party).

Paul Rosenmöller

is a media-professional and a 
professional participant in initiatives 
concerning social and global issues. He 
is one of the initiators of the project 
‘Day for Change’.

Marc Klein Essink

is writer and an expert in human rights 
law for the Council of Europe. She 
recently published her third novel 
‘Groenkapje en de bekeerde wolf’.

Naema Tahir 

is editor in chief of MTV Coolpolitics.

Rindert de Groot

is member of the Scientific Council for 
Government Policy. 

Ben Knapen

is the associate administrator at the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP).

Ad Melkert

is the Dutch representative at the World 
Bank, until recently he was the former 
Director General of the Department of 
International Cooperation at the Ministry  
of Foreign Affairs.

Ruud TReffers

is Director General of the Department 
of International Cooperation at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Joke brandt

was the former Dutch representative at 
the World Bank and led the negotiations 
for the Dutch cabinet formation in 
2007.

herman wijffels

is policy officer at the Dutch Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the writer of the 
book ‘What went wrong with Africa?’.

ROEL VAN DER VEEN

is the Chief Scientist at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.

Rob Visser

is manager Communication and Events 
for the Business in Development 
Challenge.      

Leontien Peeters  

is a PhD-candidate in Economics at the 
Centre for Experimental Economics and 
Political Decision Making at the 
University of Amsterdam.

Adrian de Groot Ruiz

is director of the 1%CLUB.

Anna Chojnacka 

is consultant Operational Excellence at 
Cap Gemini. She is a former Youth 
representative of the Netherlands at 
the UN Commission on Sustainable 
Development.

Sayida Vanenburg      

studies European and International Law 
at the Radboud University Nijmegen 
and was the official Youth Representa-
tive of the Netherlands to the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in 
2007-2008. 

Sandra van Beest

is policy advisor on UN resolution 1325 
at development organisation ICCO.

Alpha Barry

is professor of Development Geography 
(IDS) at Utrecht University and 
professor of International Migration at 
the Radboud University in Nijmegen.

Annelies Zoomers

is post-doc Rubicon Fellow at the 
University of Oxford, researcher on the 
utilization of internet amongst 
Lebanese and Palestinian activist 
networks, former lecturer at the 
International School for the Humanities 
and Social Science.  

Miriyam Aouragh

is a rabbi of the Reform Jewish 
Community of The Hague and of the 
Union of Dutch Reform Jewish 
Communities. He is an Earth Charter 
Commissioner. 

Awraham Soetendorp

is director of development organisation 
Oikos and served as General Secretary 
of the Council of Churches in the 
Netherlands.

Ineke Bakker

is honorary Minister of State and the 
former Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands.

WIM KOK

is professor Theory and Practice of 
International Development at the 
Institute of Social Studies in The Hague 
and former Minister of Development 
Cooperation.

JAN PRONK

is professor of International 
Organisations at Leiden University and 
professor of International Security at 
the Netherlands Defence Academy. He 
is a former Minister of Defence and 
chair of the World Population 
Foundation.

joris voorhoeve

was the leader of the VVD, the Dutch 
liberal right wing party, and a former 
Minister of Internal Affairs. He is also 
one of the initiators of the One Country, 
One Society initiative.

hans dijkstal

is Senator for the Socialist Party (SP) 
and professor of Sustainable 
Agriculture at the International 
Institute for Geo-information Science 
and Earth Observation (ITC) in 
Enschede. 

eric smaling

is ambassador of the Netherlands to 
the Organisation for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (OECD).

Joan boer

Business community actors

is Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 
Koninklijke TNT Post.

Peter Bakker 

is a lawyer and university lecturer/ 
researcher at Nyenrode Business 
University and Utrecht University with 
a focus on corporate social 
responsibility.

Tineke Lambooy

is the former Senior Executive Vice 
President Group Risk Management of 
the ABN AMRO Bank, now independent 
advisor.

Herman Mulder

is member of the UN Task Force on 
Hunger and associate professor of 
`Food security and Entrepreneurship̀  
at Wageningen University.

Hans Eenhoorn

is student at University College 
Maastricht and was the official Youth 
representative of the Netherlands to 
the General Assembly of the United 
Nations in 2005-2006. 

ERIK THIJS WEDERSHOVEN

is professor of Management and 
Diversity at the Vrije Universiteit (VU) 
in Amsterdam.

Halleh Ghorashi 

is Director of the Institute for Social 
Studies (ISS) in the Hague.

Louk de la Rive Box

is associate professor of Development 
Issues at the University of Nijmegen.

Paul Hoebink 

is the former Rector of the United 
Nations University, Tokyo.

Hans van Ginkel 

is professor of Islamic Studies at the 
Faculty of Theology at Oxford 
University and professor “Citizenship 
and Identity” at Erasmus University in 
Rotterdam.   

Tariq Ramadan

is Director of the Wiardi Beckman 
Foundation.

Monika Sie Dhian Ho
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 Youth & Young  
Professional  
Worldconnectors
Honour and support the young people of our communities, enable them to fulfil 

their essential role in creating sustainable societies. Principle 12c of the Earth 

Charter.

Following the principles of the Earth Charter, the involvement of young people is 

one of the basic principles of the Worldconnectors. Many of the Worldconnector 

themes are issues that affect current and future generations. Young people make up 

almost half of the global population and are therefore indispensable stakeholders, 

both at the Worldconnector Round Table meetings and in the international arena. 

From the start young people have been invited to the meetings and involved through 

public activities like UN Me, debates during youth events and essay contests. There are 

now eight youth and young professional Worldconnectors, which are listed on page 

fifteen. 

In the media

Young Worldconnectors did well in the media with a number of articles. 

•	� In September the Dutch women’s magazine Viva published a list of the 400 most 

successful young women (under 38 years old) in the Netherlands. Youth World-

connectors Willemijn, Anna and Sandra all achieved a place on the list. 

•	� Viva deemed World Food Day (16 October) a good occasion to interview Anna, 

Sandra and Willemijn about their lifestyle. 

•	� In August, Dutch magazine Grazia placed an interview with youth Worldconnec-

tor Anna Chojnacka about growing up as an immigrant child and about her 

initiative, the 1% Club. 

• 	� A slideshow about Bulkboek 10 (‘De aarde ontdekken, jonge Worldconnectors 

redden de aarde’) was shown on 34 Dutch schools and reached 27.000 youth.  

A little less conversation, 
a little more action

Sayida Vanenburg, Youth Worldconnector since 2006: ‘The Worldconnectors 

invited me to become a member because I was the Youth representative at the UN 

Commission on Sustainable Development. They therefore assumed that I would be 

able to stand my ground between all those well known, wise men and women and 

would add value by bringing in the perspectives of my generation. I participated in the 

working group on Climate Change because it related to my work as a Sustainability 

consultant. I was also part of the working group on Connection of Civilisations. I try 

to make family, friends and colleagues aware of these themes in their everyday life. 

For example, I tried to make a friend working in Human Resources see how the 

increasingly multicultural society influences job interviews. In some cultures it is 

perceived rude to look someone directly in the eye but this doesn’t mean he or she 

isn’t assertive enough. 

My “buddy”, or coach, within the Worldconnectors is Sylvia Borren. We exchanged 

experiences and learned a lot from each other. My goal for 2009 is to make the 

Worldconnectors a bit more action minded. Let’s not just talk but put our words into 

real actions, connecting and engaging the worlds we represent. I guess that’s one of the 

characteristics of my generation: we don’t have the patience to wait for final results in 

the long term, we want to see and celebrate small successes along the way.’    

The Support Team

Adrian de Groot Ruiz, Youth Worldconnector since 2008:  ‘There’s a shortage of 

good ideas in the Netherlands, especially ideas that can appeal to and connect different 

groups of people. To keep the national and global society going, we need solidarity, 

but our fast changing world is putting it under pressure. I think the Worldconnectors 

can play a meaningful role in connecting groups and enhancing solidarity. So when I 

was asked to become a Worldconnector, I didn’t hesitate. 

How I have been connecting worlds in my first year as a Worldconnector? By 

connecting people. If you see society as a network, then ‘separate worlds’ are only 

smaller networks of people that have few connections with each other. I try to connect 

Dutch people wanting to do something good for Mexican children that can use a little 

support. Or I connect a businessman with an academic who both have the same 

thoughts about solving a problem without knowing it. I’ve learned that I don’t have to 

agree with someone to still reach some sort of connection with him or her. 

In the past year I’ve been a member of the Working Group ‘Connection of Civilisa-

tions’. How can different cultures live together? First we formulated a common vision 

and I helped writing the statement of the Working Group. Then of course we wanted 

to express our vision in public debate. Fellow youth Worldconnectors Sayida, Wille-

mijn and I wrote an article in de Volkskrant reacting on the debate between Tariq 

Ramadan and Frits Bolkestein.’

You don’t have to agree  
to connect

The Steering Group
Ruud Lubbers (co-chair), Sylvia Borren (co-chair), Jos van Gennip (Presi-

dent NCDO and SID NL), Jan Berteling (board member SID NL), Ton Dietz 

(Taskforce member DPRN), Henny Helmich (Executive Director NCDO) and 

Willemijn Aerdts (Youth Worldconnector) form the Round Table Steering 

Group that is the decision-making organ of the Worldconnectors. 

Gordana stankovic gabi spitz koen kusters

anne-katrien denissen Kari postma sherlien sanches

alide roerink jenny hofman iem roos
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The Worldconnectors, also known as ‘The Round Table for People and the Planet’ was 

initiated by Ruud Lubbers (as chair), SID, NCDO and DPRN. These initiators guide and 

sustain the initiative in consultation with the members.

Behind the scenes

The Support Team

Organising a Round Table meeting, getting media coverage, coordinating information flows, updating 

the website, documenting and assisting the thematic Working Groups. The Support Team works on a daily 

basis to make the Worldconnectors an effective initiative. It is formed by people who work for the three 

organisations that initiated the Worldconnectors. They spend part of their jobs on supporting the World-

connectors. The Support Team consists of: 

• 	Alide Roerink, Advisor International Affairs at NCDO and projectleader Worldconnectors.

• 	Gabi Spitz, Project Officer International Affairs and Worldconnectors at NCDO.

• 	Gordana Stankovic, Europe Coordinator at SID NL and represents SID NL in the Worldconnectors 		

	 Support Team.

• 	Iem Roos, Director at SID NL and represents SID NL in the Worldconnectors Support Team.

• 	Koen Kusters, represents DPRN in the Worldconnectors Support Team.

• 	Kari Postma, Communications Officer at NCDO and advises the Round Table on outreach.

• 	Anne-Katrien Denissen, Web editor for the Worldconnectors website (a.o.) at NCDO.

• 	Sherlien Sanches, NCDO Secretariat, member of Support Team.

• 	Jenny Hofman, Administrative Officer/Focal Point of the Worldconnectors.

• 	The quick scans, statements and other preparatory documents are produced in close cooperation with 	

	 Frans Bieckmann, Ellen Lammers and Roeland Muskens (Wereld in Woorden).

SID: opinion leader in the development sector

The Society for International Development (SID) was founded in 1957 as the first global nongovernmen-

tal organisation and now focuses on opinion making and policy development with respect to development 

cooperation. Over the past years, SID’s Netherlands Chapter evolved from being the coordinator of an 

annual lecture cycle to an important platform for the debate on (the renewal of) international cooperation. 

Confronted with the lack of a European platform to enable a broad dialogue between politicians, scientists, 

policy makers and civil society representatives, SID Netherlands took it upon itself to stimulate the creation 

of the Round Table of Worldconnectors.

www.sid-nl.org 

 DPRN: uniting science, policy and development practice

The Development Policy Review Network (DPRN) is a network of development experts and policy

makers in the Netherlands and Belgium who aim to reduce the gap between science, policy and develop-

ment practice. To that end DPRN organizes and supports processes aimed at creating informed debate 

(about development policies) and synergy between the various sectors. In addition, DPRN is developing a 

web portal (www.global-connections.nl) to provide searchable access to development expertise in the 

Netherlands and Belgium. DPRN joined the Worldconnectors initiative to broaden the debate on the role 

the Netherlands could and should play in world affairs and international cooperation and to involve Dutch 

opinion leaders and the general public.

www.dprn.nl

NCDO: involving people in international cooperation

The National Committee for International Cooperation and Sustainable Development (NCDO) stimu-

lates participation of Dutch citizens in international cooperation and sustainable development and supports 

them with information, subsidies and advice. With the MDGs as a point of reference, NCDO organises 

campaigns, debates, educational activities, exhibitions, media productions and cultural projects. It also 

highlights the efforts of government and citizens to achieve the MDGs. Since 2003 NCDO has en

deavoured to renew its National Committee structure through seeking a composition that will reflect 

NCDO’s mission to connect with various crucial sectors of Dutch society. From NCDO’s perspective, the 

Worldconnectors replace the former National Committee in providing substantial input for NCDO’s work. 

www.ncdo.nl

Henny Helmich, Executive Director NCDO: ‘At a global level we have the norms, knowledge, skills and 

also the wealth to enable all human beings to enjoy their human rights. We are working to reach the 

ultimate human frontier of universal human dignity. The Worldconnectors are a present and practical 

instrument to contribute to that aim.’

‘I think that none of the problems 
here at home can be solved without 
a global dimension.’
Jos van Gennip, President NCDO and  
Vice-President of SID
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Dé gelegenheid om te

kiezen voor duurzaamheid

Juist een crisis biedt de kans met z’n allen een nieuwe

richting in te slaan. Gebruik de kredietcrisis om ferme

stappen te zetten richting duurzaamheid.

Hans Eenhoorn e.a.

oud-topman van Unilever verbonden

aan de Wageningen Universiteit

Chinezen gebruiken voor het

begrip crisis twee karakters:

het ene betekent gevaar en

het andere staat voor nieuwe kan-

sen. Het grootste gevaar van de kre-

dietcrisis is volgens ons niet zozeer

dat we allemaal een stapje terug

moeten doen, maar dat we ons de ko-

mende periode zullen laten leiden

door angst. Dat leidt tot korte ter-

mijn denken. De crisis biedt echter

ook kansen: een unieke gelegenheid

om te kiezen voor een andere, meer

duurzame, koers.
In feite is de kredietcrisis te be-

schouwen als de financiële echo van

eerdere crises die zich de afgelopen

jaren al duidelijk hebben gemanifes-

teerd: de klimaatcrisis, de energie-

crisis, de voedselcrisis en de culture-

le crisis. Deze vijf crises tezamen

markeren het einde van het aandeel-

houderskapitalisme; het failliet van

de ’het-kan-niet-op’ economie. Ze

wijzen dwingend in de richting van

een meer duurzame samenleving.

Het begrip ’duurzaamheid’ bete-

kent voor ons meerdere dingen. Ten

eerste ecologisch evenwicht; onze

huidige manier van leven is niet

houdbaar voor onze eindige planeet.

Delfstoffen worden schaarser, het

beroep op landbouwgronden on-

houdbaar, de aantasting van zeeën,

lucht, ijskappen en dergelijke dreigt

onherstelbaar te worden.

Vervolgens sociale duurzaamheid;

al te grote welvaartsverschillen en

verschillen in kansen, zowel binnen

landen als wereldwijd, maken het

systeem onhoudbaar. Een groot ge-

vaar van de huidige crisis is dat het

leidt tot daling van de inspanningen

voor ontwikkelingssamenwerking

en loslaten van de beloften om de ar-

me landen te helpen. Een samenle-

ving die geen adequaat antwoord

weet te bieden op de enorme ver-

schillen tussen arm en rijk en het

massaal voorkomen van absolute ar-

moede en honger, is per definitie in-

stabiel en niet duurzaam.

Tenslotte culturele duurzaamheid;

de globalisering van cultuur heeft

geleid tot wereldwijde dominantie

van westerse waarden en gebruiken.

Het is duidelijk dat deze waarden

voor een groot deel van de wereldbe-

volking vervreemdend werken.

Het huidige economische systeem

is slecht toegerust om deze crises aan

te pakken. De dominante neolibera-

le ideologie gaat bij uitstek uit van in-

dividualisme. De burger is een kri-

tisch denkend en handelend indivi-

du, dat geacht wordt het geheel van

zijn acties en de gevolgen daarvan te

kunnen overzien. De burger wordt

benaderd als consument, met wen-

sen die louter zijn of haar individue-

le consumptiebehoeften betreffen.

Angsten van de burger worden ook

gezien als privé-aangelegenheden

die hij vooral zelf moet oplossen.

Het neoliberale systeem is minder

goed in het aanpakken van collectie-

ve zorgen voortvloeiend uit de enor-

me kloof tussen arm en rijk, of voort-

vloeiend uit de staat van de omge-

ving, het milieu. Met het mantra van

volledige economische vrijheid

voorziet het neoliberalisme niet in

zorg voor de planeet. Een heleboel

kosten van consumeren (milieukos-

ten, sociale kosten) worden niet

meegenomen in de prijzen van pro-

ducten en diensten. Het systeem

leidt onafwendbaar tot onleefbaar-

heid. Daar zien wij nu ernstige voor-

tekens van.
Een crisis is vaak de opmaat tot een

nieuw economisch en maatschappe-

lijk paradigma. Ineens blijkt bijvoor-

beeld overheidsingrijpen in het fi-

nanciële verkeer niet meer zo be-

smet als het tot voor kort was. En zo

gaan er nu ook stemmen op om het

mondiale financiële systeem – zoals

ontworpen na de Tweede Wereldoor-

log tijdens een conferentie te Bret-

ton Woods, grondig te hervormen.

Wij zeggen: gebruik de energie die

nu loskomt in het gevecht tegen de

kredietcrisis om ook de vier samen-

hangende crises te adresseren. Wat

we dringend nodig hebben is een

Bretton Woods 2.0; een geheel her-

zien stelsel waarin naast de finan-

ciële ook sociale, ecologische en cul-

turele factoren onder aan de streep

worden meegewogen.

Het goede nieuws is dat we niet

vanaf nul hoeven te beginnen. Er

zijn al vele initiatieven die werken

naar een new way of life. Gevraagd zijn

doortastendheid én de inzet van lei-

ders met lange termijnvisie.

Dit artikel is medeondertekend door Tine-

ke Lambooy, lector Universiteit Utrecht en

onderzoeker Nijenrode Universiteit, en

Herman Mulder, adviseur duurzaamheid

en oud-bestuurder ABN AMRO. De au-

teurs zijn ’Wo r l d c o n n e c t o r ’, zij zetten zich

in voor een duurzame, rechtvaardige en

vreedzame wereld. Voor meer informatie:

w w w. w o r l d c o n n e c t o r s . n l .

Consument weet
niets van genvoeding
Herman van Bekkem

Greenpeace Nederland

Een ogenschijnlijk onafhanke-

lijk onderzoek suggereert dat

de consument geen moeite

heeft met genvoeding (Tr o u w , 15 ok-

tober). Maar dat de koper niet op het

etiket kijkt, betekent nog niet dat hij

’geen moeite’ heeft met gentech in

voedingsmiddelen en landbouw.

Onvermeld blijft dat de onder-

zoeksleider van dit TU Delft-project

een bekend voorvechter van gentech

is. Bovendien is Europabio, de lobby-

organisatie van de gentechindustrie,

betrokken bij de opzet van het on-

derzoek. Zij hebben de ondervraag-

den niet alle informatie gegeven.

In de schappen van de Nederlandse

supermarkten liggen nu negentien

gentechproducten. De consument

wordt zodoende nog nauwelijks met

gentech geconfronteerd. Het is dan

ook logisch dat mensen niet naar het

etiket kijken en al helemaal niet we-

ten wat er met hun voedsel gebeurt

voordat het in de winkel ligt. Daar-

naast worden gentech-ingrediënten

in piepkleine lettertjes vermeld. Als

zij duidelijker zichtbaar zouden zijn,

kan de keuzevrijheid van de consu-

ment écht gewaarborgd worden.

Maar de consument mag over gen-

tech blijkbaar weinig te weten ko-

men. Zo is op dit moment ruim ne-

gentig procent van ons veevoer ge-

maakt met genetisch gemanipuleer-

de soja en maïs. Het is echter bij ver-

reweg de meeste mensen onbekend,

dat een flink deel van de melk, het

vlees en de eieren in de winkel met

gentechgewassen wordt geprodu-

ceerd. Op dierlijke producten wordt

hierover helemaal niets vermeld.

Waarom neemt de Nederlandse

overheid geen voorbeeld aan een

nieuw initiatief in Duitsland? Daar

wordt labeling mogelijk van dierlij-

ke producten die zonder gentech ge-

maakt zijn. Het onderzoek van TU

Delft concludeert nota bene dat con-

sumenten anders reageren op pro-

ducten die het stempel gentech-vrij

hebben, wat er dus op wijst dat juist

dit soort producten bewuster geko-

zen wordt.
De Eurobarometer 2008, een perio-

diek onderzoek van de Europese

Commissie, toont niet alleen aan dat

een ruime meerderheid van de Euro-

peanen tegen gebruik van gentech

is. Er blijkt ook uit dat de consumen-

ten afwijzender tegenover gentech

staan naarmate zij er meer van we-

ten. Een fors deel van de ondervraag-

den zegt expliciet een betere infor-

matievoorziening nodig te vinden.

Maar die kennis wordt de consu-

ment van het TU Delft-onderzoek

onthouden.
Op die manier blijft het misver-

stand bestaan, dat gentechgewassen

goed zouden zijn voor het milieu, ge-

zonder zouden zijn, en meer zouden

opbrengen. De praktijk bewijst het

tegendeel. Duurzame landbouw

zonder gentech, een goed alterna-

tief, wint dan ook niet voor niets

veld.
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denktank

Om aandacht te vragen voor de armoede in Nederland

leven René en Natasja Froger een maand lang op bij-

standniveau voor het RTL4 -programma ’Effe geen cent

te makken’. Goed initiatief ! Wat de Frogers gaan doen

is de dagelijkse realiteit van honderdduizenden men-

sen.
Maar doe het wel waarheidsgetrouw. Wie een uitkering

aanvraagt, moet bijvoorbeeld aantonen dat hij echt

geen cent te makken heeft. Ik heb het vermoeden dat

de Frogers de test niet zullen doorstaan. Iedereen kan

een maand van de bijstand leven. Maar kunnen ze het

ook langer? Geef ze daarom wat schulden mee en zorg

voor wat financiële verrassingen. Laat hun koelkast

stuk gaan. Stuur een naheffing van het energiebedrijf.

Of een vette parkeerbon voor dat gedeukte autootje.

Ik geef toe: weinig mensen zullen het de Frogers na

durven doen. Respect dus. En het levert integere televi-

sie op. Ik hoop dat ze het volhouden en wens ze veel

sterkte toe. Gelukkig kunnen zij altijd een taxi bestel-

len naar de wereld van de rijken. Als ze nog beltegoed

hebben tenminste.

Tof Thissen voorzitter van Divosa, de vereniging voor mana-

gers van sociale diensten

Frogers nep reality

Dit is het failliet

van de ’het kan
niet op’ economie

Redactie Podium Trouw, Postbus 859, 1000 AW Amsterdam

Tel: 020-5622751 E-mail: podium@trouw.nl

Podium is een vrijplaats voor discussie. Artikelen tellen max. 700

woorden, bijdragen voor de rubriek Brieven max. 200 woorden.

De redactie behoudt zich het recht voor bijdragen te weigeren, te

redigeren of in te korten. Bijdragen worden ook via internet, databank of

anderszins verspreid. Eventuele auteursrechten blijven berusten bij de

schrijver. Inzendingen svp voorzien van naam, adres en

telefoonnummer, ook de e-mails.

Ook een denktank insturen? d e n k t a n k @ t r o u w. n l

Egyptenaren oogsten het eerste gengewas. 
FOTO AFP
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A lot of work goes into 

reacting to the news and 

trying to get media 

attention for themes 

discussed by the World-

connectors. But there’s 

always the chance of not 

getting the attention that is 

aimed for.  Some articles 

unfortunately never make 

the headlines, like Ruud 

Lubbers’ and Sylvia Bor-

ren’s opinion article on 

reviewing the budget for 

development cooperation.  

It can be read in full on the 

website: 

www.worldconnectors.nl/

upload/cms/251_Steun_

Koenders.pdf
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Media response on Europe’s foreign 

policy

The responsibility of Europe in the 

world is the theme of the first Round 

Table Meeting in 2009. It’s a theme that 

has the warm interest of 

Worldconnectors, as shown by their 

quick response in the media to the 

situation in Georgia last summer. Ruud 

Lubbers, Joris Voorhoeve, Jan Pronk and 

Tineke Lambooy wrote an article which 

was published in NRC Handelsblad in 

September.

 In this article they stated that it was 

time for the European Union to 

cooperate instead of confront. In their 

opinion Europe’s foreign policy should 

serve as an alternative for the hard power 

politics of the US.  

Business Worldconnectors speak out 

on credit crunch 

Worldconnectors frequently speak out 

on hot news items, connecting them to 

the issues discussed during the Round 

Table Meetings. A number of 

Worldconnectors reacted to the credit 

crunch in Dutch media. Dutch 

newspaper Trouw published the article 

‘De gelegenheid om te kiezen voor 

duurzaamheid’ concerning the global 

consequences of the credit crunch in 

October. It was written by Hans 

Eenhoorn, Tineke Lambooy and Herman 

Mulder, all Worldconnectors from the 

business sector. The article stresses that 

the current crisis is yet another one 

mounting on the four other crises: the 

climate crisis, the energy crisis, the food 

crisis and the cultural crisis. Developing 

countries already suffer disproportional 

from these crises, but the current 

situation will probably lead to a 

reduction of the effort from the Western 

world to reach the Millennium 

Development Goals. The accumulation 

of crises is a clear sign that our current 

way of living is unsustainable and often 

unethical. However, the financial crisis in 

particular presents us with a once in a 

lifetime opportunity to go into a 

different, more sustainable direction. 

Now is the time to make the necessary 

changes to create a new global system 

based on the paradigm of sustainability. 

Minister Koenders 
verdient steun / 
Budget Koenders 
moet crisisbes-
tendig blijven

Ontwikkelingssamenwerking ligt 

onder vuur en de VVD gaat komende 

week tijdens de begrotingsbehande-

ling voor het eerst voor halvering van 

de hulp pleiten. Maar in tijden van 

financiële en andere crises is het 

investeren in ontwikkeling wereld-

wijd juist van groot belang, stellen 

Worlconnectors Ruud Lubbers en 

Sylvia Borren.

Dozens of news items
Getting the Dutch public to think and act global is one of the main aims of the Worldconnectors. Through publications of Worldconnectors or media attention for 

the issues they discuss, a wider public is drawn into the debate. 

In addition to the media coverage 

mentioned on the pages before 

there were a number of other 

memorable news items in 2008: 

•	 ‘Gewoon Naema’, interview with Naema 
Tahir in AD Haagsche Courant,  
January 2008.

•	 ‘Sandra van Beest naar Amerika’, 
article in Dagblad De Limburger, 
January 2008. 

•	 ‘Wie beïnvloedt het beleid? De Top 
Tien’, Top Ten of people who have  
the most influence on international 
development policies, published in  
Vice Versa.

•	 ‘Ruud Lubbers, vrijgestelde’, interview 
in De Gelderlander, April 2008.

•	 ‘Zijn achternaam kost geld’, article by 
Anna Chojnacka in Grazia, June 2008.

•	 ‘Softies bereiken niets in Moskou’, 
interview with Ruud Lubbers on the 
Georgia situation in HP/ De Tijd, 
September 2008.

•	 BNR newsradio interviewed Herman 
Mulder and Ruud Lubbers on the credit 	
crunch, September 2008.

•	 ‘Missionaris voor een betere wereld’, 
interview with Ruud Lubbers in the 
TV-programme Buitenhof on  
Nederland 1, September 2008. 

•	 ‘Ruud Lubbers as Worldconnector’, 
interview with Ruud Lubbers about UN 
me (the night of the UN) in Metro, 
October 2008.

•	 ‘Mijn Project’, article about Gabi Spitz 
in IS, November 2008.

•	 Hans Eenhoorn, radio 1,  
‘Goedenmorgen NL’, December 2008.
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Frans bieckmann, mariëtte Heres enroeland muskens
Foto’s: roel burgler
illustraties: Henk van ruitenbeek

Louk de la Rive Box is de machtigste man in de wereld van de Nederlandse ontwikkelingssamenwerking.  

De runner up van 2004 stoot Jos van Gennip van de troon. Dat blijkt uit de derde grote OS-peiling van  

Vice Versa. Opvallend: in de top tien staat slechts één actieve politicus.

 bl  bl?de top tien

04
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nieuws
metro

De dag van de VN wordt vandaagop diverse plaatsen in het landgevierd en in Amsterdamafgesloten met het evenement‘UN me’. In de hoofdstad vindtonder meer de finale van de VN-jongerenverkiezing plaats. Ookoud-premier Ruud Lubbers isdaar als één van de worldconnec-tors, prominente en betrokkenNederlanders die zich inzettenvoor een betere samenleving.Zijn boodschap: we moeten hetmet zijn allen doen en niet langsde zijlijn blijven toekijken.
De worldconnectors maken zichonder meer hard voor het nalevenvan de millenniumdoelen als bestrij-ding van armoede en kindersterfte.Hoe staat het ervoor met deze doe-len?

Als je over de hele wereld kijkt,gaat het niet slecht. Maar het gro-te probleem blijft Afrika. Daar isnog een lange weg te gaan. Jehebt heel veel mensen nodig diezich inzetten om dat te verbete-ren. Maar wat wel aardig is, is datmensen zoiets hadden van: ‘Watin ontwikkelingslanden gebeurtis allemaal niet zo interessant. Jehebt snelle bankiers enzo. Maarwat je nu ziet, is dat dit instort.Terwijl er in ontwikkelingslan-den wél een vorm van krediet isdie goed verloopt, het microkre-diet. Daar zit ook een ethisch-morele les in: het gaat niet altijdover het grootkapitaal. Dat ideevan dicht bij de mensen zittenblijkt een solide vorm van kre-dietverstrekking.In het zogeheten Handvest voor deAarde roept u mensen op tot een‘vreugdevolle viering van het leven’.Tegelijkertijd waarschuwt u ookvoor zaken die niet goed gaan......Ik baseer mijn eigen werk sterkop het handvest. Dat doe ik alsworldconnector en daarom komik ook op voor de millenniumdoe-len van de VN. Ik probeer dat

praktisch te doen en verlies daar-bij de problemen niet uit het oog.Wat mij betreft zijn daarbij tweebelangrijke thema’s: diversiteiten participatie. Participatie vaniedereen, dus ook van migrantenen hun kinderen. Mensen zijnvandaag de dag een beetje ang-stig, want hoe moet het nu metdie mensen die er een beetjeanders uitzien? En die zijn ernatuurlijk veel in de randstad,maar diversiteit is ook participa-tie. Je wordt een goede Nederlan-der als je meedoet: op school,maar ook in de gezondheidszorgof het bedrijfsleven. Dan heb jedus én diversiteit én participatie. De worldconnectors zeggen ook datjuist in moeilijke tijden, zoals numet de financiële crisis, we verdermoeten kijken en een nieuwe rich-ting inslaan. Moeten landen nietjuist eerst naar de eigen problemenkijken?
Zeker. Maar dat geldt voor mijeveneens voor de duurzaamheid.Dat heb je ook dicht bij huis.Denk bijvoorbeeld maar eens aan

het duurzaamheidsinstituut datin Rotterdam komt. We hebbennu bovendien een minister vanFinanciën die op een goedemanier omgaat met de crisis enhopelijk komt men internatio-naal tot overeenstemming omdeze onmogelijkheden in de toe-komst te voorkomen. Maar tege-lijkertijd – en dat zeg ik ook – kanhet niet zo zijn dat wij vervolgenszeggen: ‘We verstieren het hiereen beetje en weet je wat we dandoen? Dan zetten ze de ontwikke-lingssamenwerking stil’. Dat iseen beetje een...een bizarre reac-tie.
Het idee van de worldconnectors isdat we er met zijn allen aan moetenwerken. Maar tegelijkertijd wetenjongeren weinig van bijvoorbeeldde millenniumdoelen.Kijk, het begint bij jezelf en ikheb de indruk dat het stap voorstap beter gaat. Jongeren zijnzeker niet minder betrokken dantien, vijftien jaar geleden. Boven-dien zijn jongeren van nu aardi-ger dan die van vroeger: ze zijnmeer gericht op elkaar, socialeren sympathieker. Ze reizen meeren doen internationale ervarin-gen op en communiceren veel viainternet in netwerken. Dat komtook goed uit de verf in ‘UN me’,waar die jongeren hun betrok-kenheid tonen.Ruud Lubbers: “Als je over de hele wereld kijkt, gaat het niet slecht.”

Paspoort
Naam: Ruud LubbersLeeftijd: 69
Banen: Onder meerminister van Financiën(1973-1977) oud-

premier van Nederland(1982-1994), hoge com-missaris voor de vluch-telingen bij de VN (2001-2005).
Nu: worldconnector diezich inzet voor een bete-re samenleving.

Kangoeroe zoekt baasjeDe politie van Veenendaal is naarstig op zoek naar het baasje van een grote bruine kangoeroe. Dat is gisteren bekendgemaakt. Het dier werd vorige

week aangetroffen op de Randweg Oost. De kangoeroe hupte in de tuin van een verzorgingshuis. Het dier werd door agenten gevangen. ANP

Spartaans

FARC straft TanjaNijmeijer strengREGIME. De Nederlandse TanjaNijmeijer, bekend gewordendoor haar lidmaatschap vanguerrillabeweging FARC, iswaarschijnlijk nog steeds inleven. Binnen een kamp van deFARC leeft zij onder een Spar -taans regime omdat haar dag -boek met kritiek op de be -weging eerder werd gevondenen vertaald. Dat beweert LiduineZumpolle, hoofd van de vre des-beweging Manos Por La PAZ. “Ikbaseer me op mensen die zijngedemobiliseerd bij de FARC enop bronnen binnen de Colombi-aanse veiligheidsdiensten. Ze isontwapend, ze heeft de hele dagzware lichamelijke arbeid moe-ten verrichten en wordt dag ennacht in de gaten gehouden.” Inhaar gevonden dagboekbeschreef Nijmeijer de praktij-ken van de FARC. “Wat voorsoort organisatie is dit, waarsommigen poen, sigaret ten ensnoep hebben en de rest moetbedelen, wordt afge snauwd enafgewezen.” WOUT MAAS
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‘De jongeren vannu zijn aardiger’

Metro interview Ruud Lubbers als ‘worldconnector’

JEROEN VAN WIERINGENjeroen.van.wieringen@metronieuws.nl

Het is voor het eerst dat de Dag van de VN in Nederland wordt afgesloten met

het evenement UN me (Lubbers: “Dat vind ik een heel aardige woordspeling,

die aan zal slaan bij jongeren.”). Voorgaande jaren werd het slotevenement nog

Nacht van de VN genoemd. Tijdens UN me gaan onder meer jongeren in debat

met de worldconnectors over zaken als armoede, milieu en gelijkheid. Kijk op:

www.dewereldvandevn.nl/dag_van_de_vn voor meer informatie.

UN me

“Toen ik net hogecommissaris voor devluchtelingen was bij deVN, dacht ik: ‘Het zijnzielenpoten’. Maar toenik er wegging, dacht ik:‘Potverdorie, het zijnsterke mensen’.”Ruud Lubbers, oud-premier
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(Boekestijn). Volgens Henny Helmich heeft de 

koppositie van Box en Dietz een directe link 

met de opmars van kennisinfrastructuur op 

het departement. ‘En dan valt gelijk op dat 

IOB-directeur Bram van Ojik veel lager staat. 

Kennelijk hebben mensen van buiten het depar-

tement meer invloed op de kennisopbouw dan 

de ambtenaren zelf.’ Ook is opmerkelijk dat de 

directeuren van organisaties die zich profileren 

als ‘kennis instituut’ nauwelijks invloed hebben op 

het beleid. Jan Donner, directeur van het roem-

ruchte KIT, krijgt slechts één stem! Dirk Elsen 

van SNV twee stemmen. PSO-directeur Margo 

Kooijman wordt door niemand invloed toege-

dicht: nul stemmen!

Marc Broere, hoofdredacteur van Lokaalmondiaal 

en ‘OS-watcher’, is blij met de kennelijke invloed 

van de wetenschap op het beleid: ‘Dat vind ik 

interessant, omdat je de laatste jaren juist hoort 

dat Nederland binnen het internationale ont-

wikkelingsdebat nauwelijks meer een rol speelt. 

Zeker onder Agnes van Ardenne zag je die trend 

zich voortzetten. Uit deze top tien blijkt dat de 

invloed van denkers weer aan het toenemen is. 

En dat vind ik, in een periode dat ontwikkelings-

samenwerking in hoge mate draagvlakgestuurd is 

geworden, een goede zaak.’

Paul Hoebink heeft kanttekeningen bij de positie 

van wetenschappers. Hij merkt op dat het vooral 

bestuurders zijn, en geen actieve onderzoekers. 

Zowel Box, Dietz als De Ruijter leveren niet 

veel inhoudelijke bijdragen aan het OS-debat. 

Hoebink mist mensen als Peter Ho en Ruerd 

Ruben in de lijst. En nog iets: in de top tien staat 

slechts één econoom (Jan Pronk). Economen als 

Jan Willem Gunning en Lout Mennes zijn ver 

gezakt en niet opgevolgd. 

 
VriJe Val

Met zijn tweede plek scoort Ton Dietz opvallend 

hoog. En weinig mensen zullen het de vriendelijke 

sociaal-geograaf misgunnen. Louk Box zegt over 

de runner-up: ‘Ton Dietz op twee verrast me niks. 

Hij heeft veel invloed als CERES-directeur en hij 

heeft veel betekend voor de inbedding van weten-

schap in het beleid. Bovendien heeft hij meer geld 

voor elkaar gekregen voor het Wotro-programma.’ 

Hoebink meldt ook de evaluatie van het 

Thematische Medefinancieringsprogramma en die 

van het Medefinancieringsstelsel die Dietz (samen 

met Arie de Ruijter) verrichtte en die voor een be-

langrijk gedeelte de toon zet voor de discussie over 

de komende subsidieronde. Uiteraard is ook de rol 

van Dietz in het opzetten van het Development 

Policy Review Network van invloed geweest.

Voor iemand die zo invloedrijk is (plaats 9), 

opereert Arie Ruijter behoorlijk in de schaduw. 

Zelfs zo dat we Henny Helmich moesten uitleg-

gen wie die De Ruijter, die één plaats voor hem 

op de ranglijst staat, nu eigenlijk is. Box zegt het 

zo: ‘Arie de Ruijter is een van de meest gezagheb-

bende sociale wetenschappers van Nederland, een 

eminent wetenschapper.’ Zijn invloed ontleent 

De Ruijter vooral aan de vele evaluaties die hij 

doet, zoals van het Medefinancieringsstelsel, 

en aan de adviezen die hij geeft. Ook is de 

Tilburgse professor voorzitter van de Commissie 

Ontwikkelingssamenwerking van de AIV. 

Hoebink zegt ietwat cryptisch over De Ruijter: 

‘Hij heeft een goede thermometer, maar bepaalt 

niet zelf de temperatuur.’

Hoebink zelf heeft naar eigen zeggen een ‘vrije 

val’ gemaakt: van de tweede plaats in 1998 naar 

nummer vier in 2004 en dan nu een tiende plaats, 

balancerend op de rand van de vergetelheid. Zelf 

vindt Hoebink het onzin: ‘Ik ben invloedrijker 

dan voorheen. Heb invloedrijke posities, publi-

ceer veel, houd nogal wat voordrachten. Op mijn 

eigen universiteit scoor ik bovendien hoog in de 

jaarlijkse ranglijst van mediaoptredens’ En ande-

ren zijn het met Hoebink eens: niet terecht dat hij 

zo geduikeld is. Box heeft wellicht een verklaring: 

‘Hoebink is misschien een te bekende criticaster 

geworden: hij jaagt mensen tegen zich in het har-

nas. Zijn voordeel is zijn nadeel geworden.’ Stefan 

Verwer, directeur van Lokaalmondiaal, vindt dat 

Hoebink de laatste tijd een beetje afwezig is in het 

debat én dat hij zich herhaalt. ‘Ik ken zijn stok-

paardjes nu wel, over coherentie bijvoorbeeld.’ 

VoorloPer

De grote ontwikkelingsorganisaties doen het ook 

goed: René Grotenhuis, Jack van Ham en Farah 

Karimi bevestigen de trend dat directeuren van de 

grote medefinancieringsorganisaties qualitate qua 

machtig zijn. Cordaid ontbrak vorige keer in de 

 4
intellectuele alleskunner

Jan Pronk (1940) maakte al op jonge 

leeftijd naam als politicus. Na een stu-

die economie begon hij zijn landelijke 

politieke carrière in 1971 als PvdA-

parlementariër. Van 1973 tot 1977 en 

van 1989 tot 1998 was hij minister 

voor Ontwikkelingssamenwerking. In 

1998 maakte hij voor vier jaar een 

uitstapje naar een ander ministerie en 

werd hij minister voor Volkshuisvesting, 

Ruimtelijke Ordening en Milieubeheer. 

Behalve in de politiek is Pronk ook 

actief in de wetenschap. Al in 1978 

werd hij hoogleraar aan het ISS. Hier 

keerde hij in 2002 terug als hoogleraar 

‘theorie en praktijk van internationale 

ontwikkeling’. Hij onderbrak deze functie 

van 2004 tot 2006 voor een uitstapje 

naar Khartoum, waar hij speciaal afge-

zant van de secretaris-generaal van de 

Verenigde Naties was in Soedan. Pronk 

is voorzitter van het IKV (Interkerkelijk 

Vredesberaad) en president van SID 

(Society for International Development). 

rm en mH

Jan Pronk 3
gedegen ideeënman

René Grotenhuis (1951) is algemeen 

directeur van Cordaid. Na zijn studie 

theologie aan de Katholieke Universiteit 

van Utrecht werkte hij eerst zes jaar 

lang als pastor, vooral met allochtone 

en Utrechtse arbeiders. In 1983 maakte 

Grotenhuis de overstap van de kerk 

naar ontwikkelingsorganisatie Novib. 

Hij werkte daar als beleidsmedewerker 

en werd later bestuurslid. Zijn ervaring 

als manager startte bij WeideSticht, een 

regionale organisatie voor thuiszorg. In 

1998 werd hij directeur van Pharos, een 

kenniscentrum over vluchtelingen en 

gezondheid. In 2003 trad hij als direc-

teur aan bij Cordaid. Naast deze functie 

is hij onder meer penningmeester van 

de Samenwerkende Hulporganisaties 

(SHO), lid van Worldconnectors en 

president van CIDSE, een netwerk van 

Europese en Noord-Amerikaanse katho-

lieke ontwikkelingsorganisaties.

rm en mH

René Grotenhuis

One Million 
People 
Reached!

In 2008, the Worldconnectors have put 
a lot of effort into reaching out to 
Dutch citizens. We calculated the 
results by ‘counting’ the number of 
readers of media articles, our unique 
website visitors and audiences of 
radio and TV interviews in which the 
Worldconnectors are explicitly 
mentioned. This was done in a strict 
manner in which only 10% of edition 
figures are counted as outreach 
results. Using this method, Worldcon-
nectors have reached 962.185 people. 
If we add the number of people who 
were introduced to the Worldconnec-
tors during events, it amounts to 1 
million. In 2007 the Worldconnectors 
reached out to 800.000 Dutch 
citizens. Let us hope we can double 
this number in 2009!  

openpodium

AnnA 
ChojnACkA 
(29, oprichter  
1procentclub, die 
verschillende 
projecten tegen 

armoede steunt)
Waarom ben je Worldconnector? 
“Omdat ik samen met een club 
mensen vind dat het goed gaat in de maatschappij, maar toch verder  
wil kijken naar onderwerpen als het klimaat of armoede.”
Wanneer is de wereld beter? “Op het moment dat mensen beseffen dat ze met elkaar verbonden zijn. Dan kun je problemen pas goed oplossen.”

Wat eet je zelf op Wereldvoedsel-
dag? “Iets vegetarisch. Ik heb niks 
tegen vlees eten, maar wel tegen de vleesindustrie.”

SAndrA 
vAn BeeSt 
(23, jongerenverte-
genwoordiger bij de 
Verenigde Naties)
Waarom ben je 

Worldconnector? “Meestal trek je op met mensen in je eigen niche. Maar nu krijg je te maken met verschillen-de visies bij maatschappelijke proble-

men. Hierdoor krijg ik zelf weer  
nieuwe ideeën.”
Wanneer is de wereld beter? “Als  
ieder mens zich een klein beetje inzet voor een betere wereld. Allen teza-
men maakt dat een groot verschil.”
Wat eet je zelf op Wereldvoedsel-
dag? “Geen vlees, wel Fair Trade.”

Willemijn 
AerdtS
(25, student inter-
nationaal recht. 
Vertegenwoordigde 
Nederland tijdens de Kindertop van de Verenigde  

Naties, was vrijwilliger bij Kinderrech-tencollectief)
Waarom ben je Worldconnector? 
“Omdat ik wil dat grote problemen 
worden aangepakt, en dat kan alleen als je samenwerkt.”
Wanneer is de wereld beter? “Als we de millenniumdoelen halen en er veel minder mensen in armoede leven. 
Zelf kunnen we ons steentje bijdra-
gen door goed voor elkaar te zorgen.”Wat eet je op Wereldvoedseldag? 
“Waarschijnlijk iets van het seizoen, pompoensoep of zo.” (LS)

meer info: worldconnectors.nl

FILeMONS WereLD
Elke week in Viva: scherpe observaties vanBNN-verslaggever Filemon Wesselink (29).
Calorieën

Wat een heerlijke verrassing! Ineens drukt hij brutaal zijn kopje door mijn T-shirt. Trots duwt hij tegen het katoen aan. Ik ben bijna 30 en krijg een buikje. en twee liefdesteugels die steeds verder te vieren zijn. Nooit heb ik zoiets gehad. Ik heb zelfs tijden gekend dat ik moest oppassen dat ik niet te dun werd. Maar daar waar mijn buik vorm krijgt, is het bij mijn borst en armen net  andersom. Dan maar naar de saaiste plek op aarde: de sportschool. en ik moet zeggen, ik begrijp sindsdien iets meer van de ziekte anorexia. Op alle toestellen wordt je  namelijk precies voorgerekend hoeveel calorieën je ver-brandt. Twaalf minuten hardlopen staat gelijk aan zo’n 130 calorieën. Voor fietsen krijg je minder. Omdat die sport-school zo onwaarschijnlijk saai is, begin ik me heel erg op die getallen te focussen. Deze informatie neem ik dan weer mee naar het dagelijkse leven. Zo kan ik ongeveer inschat-ten dat ik met het nemen van de trap twintig calorieën ver-
brand. Als ik van de parkeer-
plaats naar kantoor loop, 
kost me dat niet minder dan 
vijftien calorieën. Door zo 
op calorieën gefocust te 
zijn, ga je er vanzelf met an-
deren over praten. Waardoor 
je meer kennis vergaart. Zo 
kan ik je bijvoorbeeld vertel-
len dat een glas rode wijn tien calorieën meer bevat dan een glas witte. Dat een bruine boterham evenveel calorieën bevat als een glas bier. Het toepassen van deze kennis gaat gepaard met heel vaak ronddraaien voor de spiegel om te kijken wat het oplevert. Ook trek ik in het bijzijn van mijn vriendin op de meest on-verwachte momenten mijn shirt uit om haar te laten oorde-len. Haar daarbij voortdurend wantrouwend. Want ik weet ook wel dat ik er niet ‘prima’ uitzie. Met mijn handen pak ik het vet beet en probeer het eraf te trekken. De trap naar mijn appartement loop ik steevast twee keer en op mijn werk sta ik tegenwoordig achter de computer, wat weer rug-klachten veroorzaakt, maar ja, wie mooi wil zijn...Toch hoef ik me ook weer niet echt zorgen te maken en blijf ik een echte man. Gisteren had ik een verjaardag in de kroeg. Ik besloot niet te veel te drinken, niet meer dan een paar wijntjes. Maar nadat ik een uurtje dapper had genipt aan het bocht dat ze in de kroeg schenken, kreeg ik spon-taan een glas bier in mijn handen gedrukt. Toen heb ik mijn  motivatie door het toilet gespoeld. Twintig biertjes en een broodje shoarma later vond ik mezelf tollend terug in mijn bed. Ik kon nog net uitrekenen dat ik die avond 2060  calorieën had verzameld. Dat is toch weer acht keer twaalf minuten op de loopband. Gatverdamme! Ik draaide me nog eens om. Toch weer twee calorieën. 
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Op de meest 
onverwachte 
momenten 
trek ik mijn 
shirt uit

liter melk en halve kilo vlees minder per week per persoon is nodig om een klimaatverandering tegen te gaan. En dan moeten we ook nog minder snoepen en alcohol drinken. BrOn: daiLY MaiL

1 

WereLDVOeDSeLDAG
Pompoensoep
Anna, Sandra en Willemijn zijn Worldconnectors. Ze denken - samen met politici, wetenschappers, mensen uit de media en het bedrijfsleven - na over een betere wereld. 16 oktober is het Wereldvoedseldag: aanleiding voor ons om te vragen hoe bewust ze zelf in het leven staan.
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uit Viva 42/2008, rubriek Open Podium.
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Themes for 
2009

‘I am MaD’ 
Herman Mulder: ‘My personal slogan 

is: I am MaD, Making a Difference. 

When we’re talking about sustaina-

bility and fairness in this world, we 

need more MaD-ness. We are the 

change, we have to do it. Making links 

between business, government, NGO’s 

and academics is essential to solve all 

problems we have in the world. That’s 

what Worldconnectors do.’ 

March
Round Table Meeting Europe in the world

May
Round Table Meeting Sustainable World Citizenship 

May
Round Table Meeting Gender and Diversity

September
SID Conference in the Senate on Economic Growth and the  
Common Good	

October
UN Me, annual celebration of the anniversary of the United 
Nations together with Dutch youth

November
Women Inc. Festival

December
Round Table Meeting Sustainable Financial Markets

Keep an eye on the agenda on the website for news on interesting debates, 
lectures, conferences and other events around this year’s themes.

Agenda for 2009

2. Sustainable World Citizenship
With this theme the Worldconnectors link up with the previous themes ‘Sustainable 

Development and Climate Change’ and ‘New Scarcities’. They will deepen the theme 

with questions like ‘how to be a sustainable consumer, business or society?’. Further 

attention will be given to new scarcities like food, water and the ‘global commons’. 

Concerning climate change, the Worldconnectors will focus on the consequences for 

people in developing countries and on the role of the Netherlands in the upcoming UN 

Climate Meeting in Copenhagen at the end of 2009. Worldconnectors and HIER will 

cooperate on the development of a public campaign to hand citizens in The Netherlands 

options to contribute to help financing the ‘climate bill’ in developing countries.  

The Working Group will be co-chaired by Herman Mulder and Rindert de Groot.     

3. Gender and Diversity
Discussing gender and diversity is not a question of focussing on problems, but of 

focussing on all the small and big solutions that gender and diversity can offer us. The 

theme builds upon the findings of the previous themes ‘Connection of Civilisations’ 

and ‘Migration and Development’. The Worldconnectors will look into unequal 

participation, governance and rights of women and minorities on three different levels:

• stopping exclusion, violence and exploitation (racism, child labour, homophobia) 

• more equal sharing of space, participation (jobs, education) and decision-making

• searching for transformation of current balances of power (at the kitchen table as well 

as within the IMF or the UN) 

Partly because of the gender perspective within ‘Sustainable Citizenship’, both 

themes will be discussed in the same Round Table Meeting at the end of May.  The 

Worldconnectors aim at getting public attention around international Women’s Day by 

communicating the results of the global  Social Watch Report on gender equality and 

participation of women. They will also collaborate intensively with Women Inc. during 

the Women Inc. Festival at the end of November.  

The Working Group will be chaired by Sylvia Borren with Jannet Vaessen at her side.

‘Change by civil society’
Ruud Lubbers: ‘Until now almost all problems ended up being left to be 

solved by governments and politics. Now we see that many processes of  

change are started by civil society. They put pressure on business, that leads to 

Corporate Social Responsibility. Six years ago CSR was a CEO’s private luxury. 

Now he realises it’s also good for his company.’  

‘Let diversity enrich your life’
Halleh Ghorashi : ‘Let us look at migrants as powerful interpreters that bind 

cultures. Let us see them as a metaphore for the future of the Netherlands. A  

country in which the presence of a diversity of cultures is no longer a threat, but a 

challenge. A future in which the strength of diversity will be seen as a basic 

condition for reflection, that will  enable the Netherlands to be the land of 

innovation.’ 

4. Sustainable Financial Markets
Can we find solutions for the current financial crisis and contribute to defining a  

‘New Bretton Woods’: a new concept for financial markets? The Working Group will 

take the article ‘De gelegenheid om te kiezen voor duurzaamheid’, which was written 

by three Worldconnectors, as a starting point when trying to solve these questions. The 

Worldconnectors see the connection between the financial crisis and other crises like 

climate change and food scarcity and link these with developing countries, the agrarian 

sector and reaching the Millennium Development Goals.

The intended chair for the Working Group is Herman Wijffels with Ruud Lubbers at 

his side.

The Working Group
Ben Knapen (chair), Ruud Lubbers, Jos van Gennip, Lucia van Westerlaak, Alpha Barry,  

Paul Hoebink and Joan Boer.

Special advisors
Paul Engel (ECDPM), Zita Schellekens, Christel de Lange (National Youth Council),  

Marjolein Bulk (FNV), Mirjam van Reisen (European External Policy Advisors).  

Supporters
Alide Roerink, Gordana Stankovic, Iem Roos, Koen Koesters and Gabi Spitz. Frans Bieckmann 

(WiW) drafted the statement. 

‘Europe is our second home’
Ben Knapen: ‘The Worldconnectors try to open up windows between the Netherlands and the 

rest of the world. They bring international and responsible citizenship to the attention of the Dutch 

people. I deem it a worthy cause to try and help them with these tasks. That is why I recently 

became a Worldconnector and will be chairing the working group on Europe. Europe is our second 

home and the most important entity and vehicle through which we are able to influence and shape 

our societies and the rest of the world. There’s a lot to be won from a European Union that 

succeeds in developing social cohesion, sustainability, an international legal order and peace as its 

core business.’ 

In 2009 the Worldconnectors aim to deepen the themes that they have 

discussed in previous years. This gives them the opportunity to discuss recent 

developments and link up with current events.  

1. The European Union as a Global Player
In view of the elections for the European Parliament in June, the Worldconnectors 

chose ‘Europe’ as the first theme of 2009. The Round Table Meeting in March will 

focus on the European Union as a global player and the role of the Netherlands in the 

EU. From April to June the Worldconnectors aim to raise more public awareness for 

‘Europe’ within Dutch society. For example by organising hearings with leading 

members of political parties and other well known people. When relevant, the 

European dimension will be a focus point in the themes throughout 2009.     

Challenges

The Worldconnectors will be aiming their attention at the four new European 

challenges: diversity, sustainability, peace and equality. To advance these challenges, 

The Netherlands need the European Union and vice versa.   

• Diversity
The European Union consists of people from diverse cultures with different back-

grounds and religions. This diversity is one of the prominent features of the European 

Union but it also makes everyone’s participation and cooperation a challenge we have 

to face. 

• Sustainability
Regarding the climate crisis and the Copenhagen agenda, Europe is known for its 

sustainable development. The Netherlands can play an important role in this in view  

of the European energy policy and the financing of adaptation to climate change in 

developing countries.   

• Peace
The role of Europe as a peacekeeper is in line with the 60 year old Universal Declara-

tion of Human Rights and the Earth Charter. We therefore believe Europe can and 

must play a key part in enhancing peace, especially now that the era of super powerful 

states seems to have ended. This asks for a multi-polar world with a number of influen-

tial countries. 

• Equality
The European Union’s responsibility concerning the realisation of the Millennium 

Development Goals with special attention to eradicating poverty and gender equality.  
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Sylvia Borren asked me to join the 

Worldconnectors in the spring of 2008. 

Apart from being an inspiring and diverse 

group of people, the Worldconnectors to 

me represent the conviction that if you 

join forces and ideals to achieve specific 

goals, you can really change things. That 

is also what Women Inc., the organisa-

tion of which I am managing director, is 

all about. With Women Inc. we strive to 

make a difference in opinion and mental-

ity of women and society concerning the 

position and contribution of women to 

society. Our slogan is: enlarge your 

opportunities. We try to influence public 

opinion and individuals through events 

and media attention.  

The Round Table Meetings really 

inspire me because you discuss a theme 

with people from such different back-

grounds and ages. Together we search for 

perspectives to get public attention for 

the importance of these themes in the 

media. I think the website is a wonderful 

library for looking up information on 

important themes of this moment. I do 

think it’s interesting to develop other 

tools for reaching the public than just 

with words. How can you make sure 

people really ‘incorporate’ these themes 

in their everyday lives? Small moves, big 

changes! 

Because I haven’t been a Worldconnec-

tor for very long I haven’t accomplished 

very much yet. But I do involve individu-

al Worldconnectors on a regular basis in 

relevant events organised by Women Inc. 

For 2009 I’ve been asked to become a 

member of the working group on Gender 

and Diversity, a theme in which I can put 

a lot of my ambitions. It truly connects 

the work of Worldconnectors and 

Women Inc. so we can learn from each 

other and strengthen one another. 

Let’s unite all strategies for a dynamic 

2009: let’s clash, connect and incorpo-

rate!   

Jannet Vaessen

Colofon
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Engels of Nederlands?
Een groot deel van de communicatie van 

de Ronde Tafel is in het Engels. De naam 

Worldconnectors geeft al aan dat het 

doel is om verschillende werelden te 

verbinden en om Nederland te verbinden 

met de rest van de wereld. In de 21ste 

eeuw is communiceren in het Engels een 

noodzakelijk middel om dit doel te 

bereiken. Het is ook bedoeld om 

deelname van niet-Nederlands sprekende 

personen mogelijk te maken en om 

makkelijk informatie uit te kunnen 

wisselen met collega’s van SID Interna-

tionaal en internationale gastsprekers. 

Media-uitingen die gericht zijn op het 

Nederlandse publiek zijn wel altijd 

opgesteld in het Nederlands. 

Let’s clash, 
connect and incorporate!

I look back with satisfaction on yet 

another good year for the World

connectors. Collaborating with Sylvia 

Borren, our first ever co-chair, has 

worked out very well. The past year saw 

the Worldconnectors becoming more 

known amongst the general public. 

We were mentioned more often in the 

media and I have to explain less often 

what it is we do. It’s also getting clearer to 

people that we’re trying to open up the 

curtains and focus everyone’s attention 

on the Millennium Development Goals 

and the Earth Charter. I notice that youth 

are playing an increasingly important 

role within the Worldconnectors. Our 

‘intergenerational’ cooperation began a 

couple of years ago at Lowlands, with 

thanks to Erik Thijs Wedershoven. Now 

I have my own “youth buddy”, Sandra 

van Beest. It’s really pleasurable working 

together with Sandra, in 2008 we 

co-wrote the foreword for a veterans 

book on development projects. I also 

enjoyed attending the Night of the UN 

with her, a celebration of the anniversary 

of the United Nations together with 

Dutch youth. 

My personal highlight in the past year 

was participating in the special Earth 

Charter Meeting in December in 

Amsterdam. There I presented my latest 

publication, entitled ‘Inspiration for 

Global Governance’, which I wrote in 

cooperation with Worldconnector 

Tineke Lambooy and Willem van 

Genugten. The book is based on the 

belief that the Earth Charter, dating from 

2000, is a valuable complement to the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

which celebrated its 60th birthday. It 

was a very inspiring meeting and an 

opportunity for Worldconnectors to 

become part of the Earth Charter 

International network. I’m sure 2009 

will be an equally inspiring year, for me 

not as a (co) chair, but as a “regular” 

member. I am very proud to pass on the 

torch to our new co-chair Herman 

Wijffels in April 2009.

Ruud Lubbers

Opening up the curtains


