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Dear Friends, 

 

"One of the greatest gifts we can give to another generation is our experience, our wisdom" 
(Desmond Tutu)  

 

Scientific Supercourse: Over the past few months we have been conceptualizing the building of a 
Library of Alexandria Scientific Supercourse. We are close to making this a reality.  Our 
rationale is simple, the Global Health and Prevention Supercourse has proven to be successful 
beyond our dreams with 58,000 faculty form 172 countries sharing over 3500 lectures. We have 
become the primary source of prevention lectures and the lectures and slides have taught over 1 
million students last year.  With a spirit of Global Health “volunteerism” you, and everyone else 
involved with the effort have markedly improved education about global health and prevention. 
That is pretty cool stuff!! 

 

Ismail Serageldin, the Director of the Library of Alexandria, Vint Cerf, the Father of the Internet, 
Gil Omenn, the former president of the AAAS, plus the team at the Library of Alexandria, and 
our group have been constructing the architecture and starting the construction of the Library of 
Alexandria Scientific Supercourse.  The concept here is also simple, the Global Health 
Supercourse is a proof of concept. It is only a matter of scale to develop a similar model but for 
all of science. Thus instead of 58,000 scientists we network 5 million, and instead of 3500 
lectures, we collect over 1 million and begin sharing these among the scientists of the world in an 
Open Source free library system. 

 

We have been helped in developing this by Eric Marler, M.D., formerly of IBM, and one of the 
originators of our Global Health Network in the early 1990s.  We could not do exactly the same 



as the Global Health Supercourse because of the enormity. However, we have build a simple 
model with the goal to help the scientist/educator to effectively find the lectures and slides that 
they want. We have developed a system of personalized lecture filtering and finding so that 
individuals can search to find slides and lectures. In addition the team at the Library of 
Alexandria are developing an Amazon.com type 5 star personalized lecture filtering system with 
the same logic as with Amazon.  In Amazon it is easy to find the books that you want to read, 
here we want to find the slides and lectures to which we want to use. 

 

During the past few months we have harvested, and categorized 1.5 million lectures for the 
Scientific Supercourse. Eric Marler, M.D. formerly from IBM has been a “tiger” in collecting the 
lectures. Our first filter has been to select lectures that were .edu/.ppt.  When we do this, one 
finds a set of lectures that are highly applicable. For example, do a search on epidemiology and 
.edu/.ppt. There are for example, 6740 .ppt/edu lectures or epidemiology. We went down one 
level to diabetes epidemiology where there were 754 PowerPoint lectures and 1350 for cancer 
epidemiology.  He has completed this process for over 660 disciplines of science.  The team in 
the Library of Alexandria are now designing the Amazon model. 

 

My humanity is bound up in yours, for we can only be human together. (Desmond Tutu) 

 

Eric is also doing the same for .gov  and .int sites as there are some excellent scientific lectures 
available. We are also exploring how best to harvest and collect video lectures of science. 

 

To teach is to learn twice (Joseph Joubert) 

 

Come to the BA Supercourse of Science meeting! 

 

On Jan 5 and 6 we will hold a special meeting at the Library of Alexandria. Drs Vint Cerf, Ismail 
Serageldin, Ismail Serageldin, Ron LaPorte and others will be presenting about the 
Supercourse.  You can contact super1@pitt.edu for further information. We would love to have 
you attend. 

 

Lecture of the week 



Did you know that Supercourse houses not only individual lectures by full courses? If not, it is 
time for you to visit our new addition to the collection of the Supercourse courses. Doctor Kristin 
L. Sainani from Stanford donated a full biostatistical course to our library. This course includes 
lectures on survival analysis, Cox regression, ANOVA, and many others. Please visit this course 
by visiting 

http://www.pitt.edu/~super1/courses/stat1.htm 

If you are interested in donating your biostatistical lectures to the Supercourse collection, please 
let us know 

 

 

Best Regards from Pittsburgh 

 

Ron, Faina, Mita, Eugene, Soni, Francois, Ali, Jesse, Evan, Nicholas, Gil, Ismail, Vint, Fayrouz, 
Farshad, Arin 

 

 

You have received this newsletter in the genuine belief that its contents would be of interest to 
you. If you would like to unsubscribe from future mailing of the Supercourse Newsletter, please 
click “reply all” and resend the newsletter to us with the word "Unsubscribe" in the subject line. 
Thanks. 
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