
Women 
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violence

Half of the women surveyed have been victims of physical violence. Every fifth woman has been beaten up, every seventh woman has been robbed, every thirtieth - raped. 
When they are going to be 18, 

PROBABLY,

one of them will be exposed to violence … 

Is there a problem of violence against women in our country? If yes, what are 

the causes of it? We are trying to find answers to these questions. However, the answers are different and contradictory depending on the respondent. Men think that feminists exaggerate the problem; some women agree with this point of view. Other women do not even realise that verbal insult and sexual harassment is considered violence. 

It is universally recognised that protection of women in society is determined by the level of the country’s development. That is why at the United Nations International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo (1994) and at the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing (1995) all the participating nations accepted that equality and equal rights of women in a society is one of the components of general development that every country and every nation strives for. 

In Kazakhstan this problem was first raised by President Nursultan Nazarbayev at the second forum of women of Kazakhstan in 1998. A special section was established in the National Commission on Family and Women’s Affairs under the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan called “Rights of women and protection from violence”, whose main goals and objectives were to analyse violence, develop legislative acts and educational programmes for the population. 

Our Commission has initiated the establishment of a crisis centre with a “hot line”. The centre provides shelter for women and children who are victims of violence in Almaty. Similar centres, with the support of non-governmental organisations, have been established in Shymkent, Uralsk, and Ust-Kamenogorsk. The initiative has been supported by local akimats (government administrations), the Ministry of Internal Affairs, and various international organisations. 

At present the following draft laws are being considered: “On domestic violence”, “On children’s rights”, “On equal rights and opportunities”. 

In the section “Violence against Women” in the National Plan of Actions on the Improvement of Women’s Status certain efforts and activities are planned, with the aim of eliminating this phenomenon.   

This survey is a concrete result of this Plan and has been conducted with financial and technical support of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). The findings are unique ones at present, and contain information, which reflects the facts and causes of violence committed against women in Kazakhstan.  

This is the first step of a long process, a process of understanding the nature of violence committed against women. Understanding the problem leads to searching for solutions. I hope that this survey will contribute to improving women’s status and will help government officials, non-governmental and international organisations to eliminate this anti-social phenomenon.     

Aitkul Samakova 

Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Head of the National Commission on Family 

and Women’s Affairs

under the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan

According to the statistical data received in the first six months of the year 2000, 9,9 thousand crimes against women were registered. Statistics indifferently reflect the occurrence of facts; behind these facts are the real lives of nine thousand nine hundred women—women who are someone’s mother, wife, sister, or daughter. 

Thanks to the efforts of women's organisations all over the world, violence against women is recognized as a human rights violation. Although certain progress has been achieved in protecting women's rights, there is little attention to the problem from the point of view of public health and reproductive health care specifically since physical and psychological consequences of violence against women directly influence women's reproductive and mental health. 

In reading this report, it was hard to accept that many instances of violence against women are committed by women's husbands and partners. Unfortunately, girls and women are not protected from violence even in their own families, which contradicts the accepted notion of the family as a source of protection and support. 

It is difficult to say where Kazakhstan stands in regard to cases of violence against women since many countries do not record these statistics. This, however, doesn't matter. Society should not tolerate even one case of violence committed against women. For that to happen, the attitude of men and women themselves to the problem must be changed. These are the parts of development, development on the way to human progress. 

Aida Alzhanova  

UNFPA National programme officer  
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International stages of struggle with violence against women

Convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women (CEDAW), 1981

The convention guarantees women equal rights with men in all areas of life including education, employment, health care, citizenship, and the right to vote and to enter into marriage. A Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women was established for consideration of reports on status of women to be submitted by the States Parties. 

World Conference on Human Rights, Vienna, 1993

Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action affirms that the human rights of women are an inalienable part of universal human rights. The Declaration denies the difference, which sometimes exists with regard to human rights, between public and private areas of life, proclaiming the first time that women’s rights have to be protected not only in court, prison and other areas of public life, but also in a family. Progress achieved in the implementation of Vienna Declaration was considered on March-April Session of United Nations Commission on Human Rights in 1998. UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, 1993 for the first time gives the definition of violence in the Article 1, which includes psychological violence. 

International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), Cairo, Egypt, 1994

Programme of Action affirms that the rights of women are the essential part of all human rights. It emphasises the fact that “population and development programmes are most effective when efforts on improving status of women are undertaken simultaneously”. The central topic of the Conference was empowerment of women not only in politics, government and other professions but in private relations as well. Recommended actions to the Governments include prohibition of trade of women and children, advocacy of discussion of need to protect women from violence through education and preventive measures and rehabilitation programmes for women-victims of violence. ICPD was the first international forum that admitted that sexual health is an inalienable part of reproductive rights. There were emphasised rights and responsibilities of men with regards to their partners. 

“Human sexuality and gender relations are closely interrelated and together affect the ability of men and women to achieve and maintain sexual health and manage their reproductive lives. Equal relationships between men and women in maters of sexual relations and reproduction, including full respect for the physical integrity of the human body, require mutual respect and willingness to accept responsibility for the consequences of sexual behaviour.” (ICPD Programme of Action, paragraph 7.34)

Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, China, 1995    

Platform for Action affirms that  “it is the duty of States, regardless of their political, economic and cultural systems to promote and protect women’s rights”. This document especially emphasises that violence against women is one of the 12 critical areas of concern and remains a barrier to women’s empowerment. 



Table of content 

1.
INTRODUCTION ………………………………………………………… 

1.1. Subject of the survey. What is “violence against women”? ……….

1.2. Survey methodology…………………………………………………...

1.3. Sequence of presentation of survey results…………………………

2.
SURVEY RESULTS..…………………………………………………

2.1.
Roles and tasks of women as a source of inequality between men and women……………………………………………………………... 

2.1.1. Women’s evaluation of their roles, tasks and opportunities in comparison to men…………………………………………………….

2.1.2. Assignment of family duties and responsibilities as a characteristic of the differences of men’s and women’s tasks……………………………………………………………………..

2.1.3. Roles and tasks of men and women in the parental family……….. 

2.2.
Violence against women………………………………………………

2.2.1. Women’s definition of “violence against women”…………………...

2.2.2. Violence against women (comparative aspect)……………………..

2.3.
Domestic violence……………………………………………………...

2.3.1. The scope and characteristics of domestic violence……………….

2.3.2. Women’s reaction to incidences of domestic violence……………..

2.3.3. The consequences of physical violence against women committed by their husbands…………………………………………

2.3.4. Factors contributing to domestic violence…………………………...   

2.3.4.1. Demographic factors………………………………………………. 

2.3.4.2. Linkage between situation in the parental family and incidences of domestic violence (cultural factors) ……………..

2.3.4.3. Linkage between religion and incidences of domestic violence (cultural factors) ……….…………………………………………..

2.3.4.4. Linkage between family relations and the scope of domestic violence……………………………………………………………... 

2.3.5. Logistic regression of the likelihood of domestic violence…………

2.4.     Sexual harassment at work (place of study)…………………….

2.4.1. Employment level of women in Kazakhstan………………………..

2.4.2. Incidence of different kinds of sexual harassment at a work (study) place and women’s reactions……………………………….

2.4.3. Women’s actions in response to possible sexual harassment by a supervisor……………………………………………………………….

2.5. Causes of violence against women as stated by respondents……

2.6. Evaluation of the activities of government agencies and the mass media for the prevention of violence against women………………  

3.
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS…………………………

3.1. The problem of violence against women is topical for our society and has to be considered as a social problem……………………….

3.2. The knowledge of risk factors of violence against women helps making certain decisions to eliminate the problem…………………..

3.3. Institutional enhancement of structures, which protect and support women, who suffer from violence………………………………………

APPENDIX I. Statistic data used for survey sampling…………………….

APPENDIX II. Logistic regression model of the probability of domestic violence against women (description of model and key data)……………………………………………………………………………..

APPENDIX III. Results of focus-group discussions of violence against women…………………………………………………………………………..  




1. Introduction 

The active struggle for equal rights for women world-wide has been going on for several decades. It has had results. In the legislation of the majority of countries, including Kazakhstan, equality of men and women is secured; in certain cases there are special rights for women. However, there are obvious inequalities. The reason is not just the physical superiority of men. A society’s culture as the set of values changes slowly. Men still occupy the dominant position in many socially significant spheres. However, the most outrageous manifestation of inequality and instrument of inequality is violence against women. Moreover, this problem exists not only in traditional societies. The survey “Canadian Survey of Problem of Violence against Women” conducted from 1991 – 1993 (phone interviews, sampling of 123,000 women) showed that 25% of married women aged 18 and older had been exposed to different forms of violence.
 

Kazakhstani society’s understanding of the necessity to solve the problem of women’s inequality is evidence of its maturing, not only on the governmental level but also on the civil level. At present activities are being implemented in Kazakhstan aimed at improving women’s status in society. One of its aspects is to address violence against women. 

The objective of this survey is to collect the data necessary to understand the nature and scope of the phenomenon of violence against women. This will help to better understand the problem of violence in society, to raise public awareness of the problem, and develop and implement informational and educational programmes together with activities to help women who have been exposed to violence. 

1.1.
Subject of the survey. What is violence against women?

There are countries whose main religion is Islam and whose legislation either does not protect women from physical and sexual violence, or merely offers formal protection. For example, Turkey’s criminal code does not contain any statements protecting women from violence (although the Supreme Court considered several international documents and declarations, and made a conclusion about the disparities between international documents and statements in Turkey’s criminal and civil codes). Libyan legislation does not have any norms aimed at protecting women, since, according to the country leadership, violence against women “is not a dangerous phenomenon” in the country.

Why don’t these countries adopt international documents and declarations? In our opinion, the reason is contained in different approaches to this problem, where the key issue is the definition of the notion of violence against women. 

In the Declaration on Elimination of Violence against Women proclaimed in Resolution 48/104 of the General Assembly dated December 20, 1993 the term “violence against women” means any act of violence, committed on the basis of sexual difference, which causes or may cause physical, sexual, or psychological harm or suffering to women, as well as threats to commit such acts, coercion, or arbitrary deprivation of freedom in the public or personal sphere. 

In Article 2 of the above mentioned Declaration, violence against women includes, but is not limited to, the following:

a) physical, sexual, and psychological violence, which occurs in the family, including beating, coercion of girls in the family to have sex, sexual abuse, violence connected with dowry, rape of a woman by her husband, injury of female reproductive organs and other traditional practices causing harm to women's health, extra-marital violence, and violence connected to exploitation;

b) physical, sexual or psychological violence, which occurs in society in general including rape, sexual coercion, sexual harassment and threats at work, study, and other places, trafficking women and coerced prostitution;

c) physical, sexual and psychological violence by or with connivance of the state irrespective of place or country where it takes place. 

In the Russian Encyclopaedic Dictionary by S. I. Ozhegov the following definitions of the word “violence” are given:

1. Violence is the use of physical force against someone. 

2. Coercion of someone, or infringement of personal freedom.

3. Oppression, lawlessness.  

Based on these definitions violence against women is primarily the use of physical force against women, as well as actions to oppress or limit a woman’s rights and / or freedom. However, this is a broad definition, including, for example, the deprivation of a work bonus for a mistake. This is why it is important to pay particular attention to the definition of the word “oppression”, which is unjust limitation of freedom.

In this sense, violence should be considered in the context of unjust actions of a person (usually a man) committed against women. It is obvious that the fairness of certain actions is determined by legislative norms, cultural norms, etc. In this sense, violence is different from punishment, which is applied to someone who commits a crime. For instance, in Moslem countries a woman must wear yashmak. If she does not, actions obliging her to follow this traditional duty will be considered by society as punishment, not violence. 

At the same time liberal ideology—which is increasingly disseminated throughout the world—declares men and women equal, which inter alia implies the elimination of all forms of discrimination based on sexual differences. In this context any norm (legislative or cultural), restricting women’s rights based on sexual differences, is unjust and, therefore, actions aimed at maintenance of these norms—including punishing women for non-compliance—are considered internationally as violence against women. Thus “… violence against women is one of the main social mechanisms, which forces women to take a subordinate position to men in the society
”. This means that international organisations recognise a direct relation between the problem of violence against women and inequality between men and women. Thus countries which signed the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women must address the inequality between men and women. This is difficult in some countries because of deeply rooted social and cultural traditions, which restrict women’s rights. 

Based on the above, it is very important to consider the problem of violence in the context of inequality between men and women. This approach is based on the assumption that norms and values are taken as a principle of social life. Their positive change with respect to women will allow significant movement forward in the process of solving the problem of violence. 

Another aspect that needs to be studied is the conflict nature of violence. Violence in many cases finalises the clash of interests and discord, being the conclusion of the conflict; becoming a way to resolve conflicts. 

It is difficult to imagine a society, where there are no conflicts and difference of interests on different levels, including interpersonal levels. The positive role of conflicts in the development of a society cannot be doubted. In the family it is also impossible to avoid conflicts caused by the assignment of duties, responsibilities, and power. In the majority of cases conflicts conclude with the development of certain agreements, which each party tries to follow. However, in some cases conflict conclude in violence against woman. 

Lewis Coser singled out several factors determining the scope of violence in conflict resolution
. Some of these factors, in our opinion, can be related to family conflicts:

1. The greater the inequality of power between the parties of a conflict, the less probability that there will be attempts to look for alternative (non-violent) means to resolve a conflict. 

2. The more the conflict is related to unreal controversial issues (false interests), the more emotions are elicited and the more acute the conflict becomes. 

3. The more an inter-group conflict touches upon basic values and central controversial problems, the more acute the conflict is. 

4. The more relationships are based on functional interdependence (here, the more family life depends on the spouses’ actions), the higher the likelihood that means will be found to resolve the conflict and the milder the conflict will be. 

Point one is relevant when violence is considered in the context of inequality between men and women. 

At first glance, points two and three contradict each other. They state that emotions and conflicts are caused by arguments based on false interests and the clash of basic values. However, it is important to remember that the most acute conflicts, which often lead to violence, arise when one spouse doubts such fundamental marital value such as fidelity. On the other hand, wounded pride can result in a conflict even during inoffensive talk. Moreover, irrationality (false interests) and emotions considerably increase when alcohol abuse or permanent stress are present. 

The fourth point emphasises the positive role of functional mutual dependence in marriage. In this case spouses will try to avoid conflict, which can lead to changes in relations or even break-up. 

Thus, we can see that the investigation of the problem of violence against women requires a multi-faceted approach, which pays special attention to the following: 

· evaluation of the scope of this phenomenon;

· search for factors that either contribute to or prevent violence;

· evaluation of consequences of violence against women;

· evaluation of the attitude of women towards organisations, which are supposed to either prevent violence or lessen its consequences.

As has been noted, one of the important components of the survey is the analysis of values and norms resulting in the inequality between men and women and their influence on the incidences of violence. However, it is important to note that this survey cannot be called gender analysis, since only women participated in the survey and the subject of the survey was violence against women.  

1.2.
Survey methodology  

The survey was conducted from 16 November 1999 to 10 December 1999. 1,500 standard (face-to-face) interviews were conducted among women able of work aged 16-54. Sample error is 2,6%, whereas confidence level equals 0,95. 

Since one of the survey objectives was to determine the scope of violence against women, the sampling followed strict representation requirements, which means that under certain criteria (parameters) the structure of respondents closely approximated proportions in the general population. 

The sampling represents area (type of settlement where a respondent lives), regional, and demographic (age) characteristics:

Sampling Principles:

1. The number of interviews conducted in each region was calculated based on the number of people living in the region (see Appendix, Table #1).

2. Within regions surveyed locations were selected and the number of interviews to be conducted in each location was determined based on statistical data on population distribution by settlement (see Appendix, Table #2).

3. Based on statistic data, age quotients were calculated for each survey location (see Appendix, Table #3).

To ensure randomness of the survey sample, the route sample method was utilised: 

1. Based on the number of individuals to be surveyed in each settlement, the number of routes was calculated. For example, in Atyrau there were 4 routes (40/10=4).  

2. Routes had initial addresses situated in different parts of the city, along with route direction. An interviewer following a given route had to interview one person in a multi-storey block of flats, in the private sector there had to be one woman in every fifth house along the given route. 

3. An interviewer would stop a woman, entering or exiting a building, and if she corresponded to the age criteria, would make an interview appointment. 

Thus random sampling was ensured also following age criteria.  

1.3.
Sequence of presentation of survey results

Violence against women is closely linked to inequality between men and women. One indicator is the assignment of roles and responsibilities between women and men. Since Kazakhstani legislation does not discriminate against women in general, in investigating the problem of violence it is very important to understand cultural norms, which manifest themselves in women’s opinions and beliefs. 

Before investigating the subject of violence against women, it is necessary to find out women’s perception of this problem. Violence against women can be classified by the source of violence. The sources of violence can be strangers, relatives, colleagues, etc. Violence committed by a stranger is occasional and non-systematic. It usually takes place in public places and it is more appropriate to consider it in details in the context of general criminality, affecting not only women but also society in general. Family violence needs to be deeply investigated and studied. In most cases it is committed in private and the opportunity for society to prevent it or limit its consequences are quite limited. By determining the causes of domestic violence, preventative measures can be developed.  The problem of sexual harassment has also become acute lately. One reason is the increased dependence of employees on employers, and the fear of job loss. 

Apart from analysing the factors contributing to violence, it is important to ascertain women’s point of view concerning the problem and also the evaluation of agencies that are supposed to counteract violence.        

2. Survey results. 
2.1. Roles and tasks of women as a source of inequality between men and women
2.1.1. Women’s evaluation of their roles, tasks and opportunities in comparison to men

Violence against women is one tool used to subordinate women, and is also the consequence of inequality. Indeed the limitation of a woman’s rights is often one of the preconditions of violence against women. Violence and inequality in this context are very often identified with each other.  

Modern liberal society maintains that all the social objectives and roles can be equally fulfilled by men and women. This statement is linked to the fact that any difference between the sexes can be considered a source of inequality between men and women, according to the ideology dominant in developed countries. 

Respondents were asked to express their opinion on the following statements characterising abilities, roles, and tasks of women different from those of men: 

· evaluation of intellectual abilities of men and women;

· evaluation of men’s and women’s opportunities to succeed and be promoted at work;

· evaluation of women’s tasks and objectives;

· women’s role in the family (the ideal and how it exists in reality);

· evaluation of the causes of inequality between men and women.

Table 1: Respondents’ evaluation of differences between men and women.

Do you agree with the following statements?
yes
rather yes
rather no
no 
 
Men are more clever than women are.
10,6%
17,3%
26,8%
45,3%
 
Men have more opportunities to get promoted at work.
41,4%
39,9%
11,4%
7,3%
 
Men have more chances to get a well-paid job.
42,6%
39,6%
12,0%
5,8%
 
Men have more chances to get good education. 
18,0%
24,8%
31,1%
26,0%
 
The main role of women is to bring up children and take care of the family.
38,6%
32,3%
15,7%
13,4%
 
A woman should take the subordinate position in the family.
11,1%
13,1%
29,3%
46,4%
 
A woman occupies a subordinate position in the family.
16,8%
38,0%
22,8%
22,4%
 
Inequality of men and women is caused by the physical superiority of men.
21,2%
31,6%
24,8%
22,5%
 
Inequality of men and women is caused by cultural traditions of society.
34,4%
39,0%
13,5%
13,2%
 
Responses to these questions give an idea of dominant attitudes. Attitude is the result of certain belief and certain knowledge, which brings about certain behaviour motivations. “In the face of reality every person sees what he wants to see, or, to be more accurate, sees that which has meaning for him”.

The way women perceive themselves towards men allows us to see their limits of information perception. In fact, for women from traditional societies, feminist viewpoints might not be understandable nor, therefore, acceptable.      

The survey findings show that the main occupation of women in Kazakhstan is that of housewife (more than 70% of respondents agree with the statement that the main role of a woman is to bring up children and take care of the family). Men are more “out-oriented”, which means they have more chances to get a well-paid job and get promoted. At the same time, the women surveyed do not agree that men are more clever than women are, nor that men have more chances to receive a good education.

53 per cent of respondents believe that women occupy the subordinate position in the family but the majority of respondents do not agree with the statement that she must take this position in the family. Inequality of men and women is more likely to be caused by cultural traditions rather than the physical superiority of men.

Factor analysis
 of responses to these statements allows us to determine the hidden (latent) structure of correlation of variables. Three factors (domineering positions) have been singled out. Attitude to these positions justifies over 60% of the variations of responses.

Table 2: Factor matrix of evaluations by women of differences between men and women.
 
Factor 
 

1
2
3
 
Men are more clever than women are.
0,61
0,11
-0,40
 
Men have more opportunities to get promoted.
0,62
-0,58
0,22
 
Men have more chances to get a well-paid job.
0,60
-0,60
0,27
 
Men have more chances to get good education. 
0,62
-0,24
-0,29
 
The main role of a woman is to grow up children and take care of the family.
0,60
0,17
0,00
 
A woman should occupy the subordinate position in the family.
0,58
0,46
-0,43
 
A woman occupies the subordinate position in the family.
0,44
0,31
-0,09
 
Inequality of men and women is caused by the physical superiority of men.
0,36
0,42
0,56
 
Inequality of men and women is caused by cultural traditions of society.
0,36
0,42
0,60
 
Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.

The first factor has considerable positive correlation with practically all the statements, describing (in this context emphasising rather than describing) differences between men and women. This factor characterises the extent of consent with traditional opinion about differences between men and women. This factor comprises 30% of the variations of responses.

The second factor reflects attitude to the following point of view: men do not have better opportunities to get promoted, than women do, however, women must occupy the subordinate position in the family, and inequality is caused by physical superiority of men and cultural traditions. Thus, this factor links inequality to biological and cultural aspects, rather than social differences. If one looks at this position more closely, one sees similarities with Soviet ideology, which assigned women the role of housewife, on the one hand (which was less honourable when considering the fact that there were more men-heroes than women canonised), and on the other hand, so-called Soviet ideology tried to ensure equal employment opportunities among both men and women (for example, women implementing hard physical work such as railway work). The second factor comprises 16%.

The third factor shows the attitude of respondents to the following statement: a woman should not occupy the subordinate position in the family, men are not at all more clever than women, inequality of men and women (if it exists) can be explained by physical superiority of men and cultural traditions. This factor could be called feministic. It comprises 14% of the variations of responses.   
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The analysis of average meanings of factors, received from respondents in different regions is interesting.  

Table 3: The extent which factors are manifested in different regions.


«traditional» factor
«Soviet» factor
"feminist" factor

Almaty  
Low   
middle
high

Eastern 
Low
high
low

Western 
Middle
high
low

Northern 
Low
high
middle

Central    
Middle
middle
low

Southern 
High
low
low

It is evident that the interventions of international and national organisations aimed at addressing the problem of violence against women should be developed taking into close consideration regional peculiarities. The modern model of the fight against violence against women, the keystone of which is the ideology of equal rights for men and women, is most likely to be successful in Almaty, where women are ready to accept the ideology’s values. In other regions women’s values are different, and main activities should be directed at overcoming prejudices about the subordinate role of women. 

2.1.2. Assignment of family duties and responsibilities as a characteristic of differences of men’s and women’s tasks 

The similarity of roles and activities of men and women is a distinct indication of a modern liberal society, which advocates the equality of both men and women. In all other known societies, the roles of men and women are opposite. 

The survey findings show that in Kazakhstan women are responsible for housework. The women surveyed stated that they do most housework such as washing, cleaning, cooking, and shopping. Only providing forage for domestic animals is the responsibility of other members of the family.

[image: image1.png]“emoum=s3o-m-as~o 2

:\EE‘TH
b
e,
AWesAem
Ve
g
2

Feminist factor

< o [0}
%  Ho

O
yes Soviet factor no





To make the description of house duties more demonstrative we take into account responses of only married women surveyed (both officially registered and not registered). Men do only a small part of the housework except for work in the garden, taking care of and providing forage for domestic animals, i.e., work done outside the house. As the survey results show, the stereotype of “masculine” behaviour is common to all social and demographic groups. Only two factors—ethnic origin and area of living—strongly influence the stereotype. Kazakh men and representatives of other Asian ethnic groups are said to spend less time doing housework inside the house as compared to Russians and representatives of other European ethnic groups. Urban and rural men can be characterised by the same differences. 

Table 4: Who is responsible for the following housework in your family? (% of married respondents by ethnic groups. The column totals may exceed 100% since multiple responses were possible).


Ethnic group 
 

Kazakh 
Russian
Other Asian ethnic group
Other European ethnic group
 
Washing clothes
You   
96,1%
97,1%
97,6%
96,7%
 

Husband 
6,6%
11,0%
1,2%
7,7%
 

Children 
15,6%
10,7%
10,8%
11,0%
 

Relatives    
6,3%
4,6%
7,2%
6,6%
 

No one 
 
,5%
 
 
 
Cooking
You   
92,8%
94,6%
92,8%
90,1%
 

Husband
13,5%
22,3%
12,0%
24,2%
 

Children 
16,2%
11,8%
14,5%
9,9%
 

Relatives
10,5%
10,5%
12,0%
9,9%
 
House Cleaning
You  
79,9%
85,0%
73,5%
80,2%
 

Husband
15,3%
21,7%
9,6%
20,9%
 

Children 
36,2%
39,9%
47,0%
37,4%
 

Relatives
11,1%
5,1%
7,2%
5,5%
 
Everyday shopping 
You   
88,3%
83,9%
75,6%
81,1%
 

Husband
28,2%
37,1%
42,7%
34,4%
 

Children 
12,9%
16,4%
17,1%
22,2%
 

Relatives
7,5%
5,6%
7,3%
4,4%
 

No one
 
,3%
 
2,2%
 
Child Rearing
You   
80,0%
71,1%
78,0%
66,3%
 

Husband
31,8%
28,6%
28,0%
37,1%
 

Children 
2,7%
1,4%
3,7%
3,4%
 

Relatives
17,3%
12,2%
12,2%
13,5%
 

No one
13,9%
26,2%
17,1%
27,0%
 
Table 4 (continued): Who is responsible for the following duties in your family? (% of married respondents by type of settlement. The column totals may exceed 100% since multiple responses were possible.)


Type of settlement 
 

Oblast centre  
Other town       
Aul, village 
 
Washing clothes
You    
96,4%
97,0%
96,7%
 

Husband 
11,3%
10,6%
4,5%
 

Children
15,0%
7,7%
14,0%
 

Relatives 
2,4%
4,3%
8,5%
 

No one 
,8%
 
 
 
Cooking 
You   
94,7%
94,0%
92,0%
 

Husband 
23,9%
23,0%
11,8%
 

Children
15,0%
10,6%
14,3%
 

Relatives 
5,3%
6,0%
16,5%
 
House Cleaning
You   
87,4%
80,0%
78,7%
 

Husband 
25,5%
16,6%
14,3%
 

Children
40,5%
39,1%
37,8%
 

Relatives 
4,9%
3,8%
11,5%
 
Every day shopping
You   
87,4%
87,1%
81,2%
 

Husband 
42,7%
29,6%
31,2%
 

Children
16,7%
15,5%
15,3%
 

Relatives 
5,3%
2,6%
9,3%
 

No one
 
,9%
,3%
 
Child Rearing
You   
73,3%
70,8%
77,7%
 

Husband 
34,6%
31,8%
27,6%
 

Children
2,9%
,9%
2,8%
 

Relatives 
9,9%
12,4%
18,0%
 

No one 
23,9%
24,9%
16,5%
 
It is obvious that the types of settlement and ethnic origin are mutually dependent indicators. (The proportion of Kazakhs living in rural area is higher than those living in urban area). Thus a natural question can be put forward: whether the difference in household duties and responsibilities is caused by ethnic origin or by type of settlement. Analysis of linkages between these two indicators and household duties shows that both type of settlement and ethnic origin have strong influence on the allocation of household duties and responsibilities independent from each other. Kazakh men as well as representatives of other Asian ethnic groups are said to spend less time doing housework than representatives of other nationalities, irrespective of settlement type. Conversely, more Kazakh men (as well as men of other ethnic groups) in urban areas tend to do more of certain housework when compared to men from rural areas. 

2.1.3. Roles and tasks of men and women in the parental family  

Investigation of social roles in parental families is very important to understand the relationship between men and women. The family is the basis of education and the development of personality. 

The majority of respondents (about 88%) were raised in a nuclear family (with mother and father), approximately 10% of respondents grew up without a father, 0,7% - without a mother, 1,7% were raised by grandparents, 0,2% - in an orphanage.  
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Two thirds of parental families, according to answers of respondents, had good or perfect family relations. 31% of families had satisfactory relations between parents, 5% of respondents said it was bad or very bad.  

In 53% of responses received, men (fathers) in parental families of respondents earned more than women did. Only in 5% of families did women earn more money than men did.  

According to the responses received, in general, fathers were dominant in half of parental families. Moreover, father’s role in Kazakh and other Asian families was more significant and important than in families of other ethnic groups. 

At the same time respondents noted that their mothers took more significant part in their upbringing than fathers did. 

Table 5: Who was emotionally dominant in your parents’ family?

 
Ethnic  group 
TOTAL 
 

Kazakh 
Russian 
Other Asian nationality 
Other European nationality 

 
Father
62,5%
35,8%
64,8%
40,3%
49,7%
 
Mother 
18,5%
36,0%
19,2%
34,5%
27,2%
 
Both equally   
19,0%
28,0%
16,0%
25,2%
23,0%
 
Grandparents 
 
,2%
 
 
,1%
 
Total 
100,0%
100,0%
100,0%
100,0%
100,0%
 
Thus, men and women in the family are assigned traditional roles: the man earns money to secure the family financially, the woman is responsible for domestic duties and child rearing. The obvious family leader is the head of the family – the man. It should be noted that his role and significance in Kazakh and other Asian families is larger compare to other nationalities.

2.2. Violence against women

2.2.1 Women’s definition of “violence against women”

By violence against women respondents mean first of all sexual and physical violence. Fewer women mentioned other forms of violence (such as psychological pressure or economic discrimination), although these responses constitute over 50% of responses.
In rural areas psychological pressure is less frequently associated with violence against women. Thus, in oblast centres around two thirds of respondents think that obscenity and swearing/bad language can be considered as violence against women, while in rural areas the number of women surveyed who believe this barely exceeds 50%. The same trend, but to a lesser extent, can be observed when evaluating the relation of violence and discrimination against women on the basis of sex during employment and salary payment (the “zero hypothesis” about the absence of linkages between the area of living and responses is not confirmed). 

Table 6: Which actions can be considered as violence against women? 

Yes 
Both yes and no
No 
 
Sexual harassment 
89,1%
7,7%
3,2%
 
Beatings, torture 
89,2%
7,2%
3,6%
 
Unseemly expressions to and/or in the presence of women. 
55,2%
30,1%
14,7%
 
Obscenity, swearing at a woman. 
58,0%
31,4%
10,6%
 
Discrimination on the basis of sex in employment. 
58,2%
26,7%
15,1%
 
Discrimination on the basis of sex in salary payment.
60,2%
20,8%
19,0%
 
Table7: Which actions can be considered as violence against women?


Type of settlement 
 

Oblast centre
Another town  
Aul, village 
 
Sexual harassment 
Yes 

93,4%
86,7%
87,5%
 
Beatings, torture 
Yes 

95,6%
94,0%
81,9%
 
Unseemly expressions to and/or in the presence of women. 
Yes 

65,7%
57,8%
46,3%
 
Obscenity, swearing at women. 
Yes 

64,7%
63,0%
50,5%
 
Discrimination on the basis of sex in employment.
Yes 

59,9%
63,0%
54,2%
 
Discrimination on the basis of sex in salary payment 
Yes 

63,1%
65,1%
55,3%
 
Table 8: Have you ever been exposed to the following kinds of physical actions against you?

 
Number
%
 
Grasping hands  
387
25,8%
 
Pushing 
299
19,9%
 
Beating
274
18,3%
 
Robbery   
198
13,2%
 
Attempted robbery 
154
10,3%
 
Attempted rape 
92
6,1%
 
Rape  
20
1,3%
 
Have never been exposed to physical actions by men.
751
50,1%
 
TOTAL

2184
145,6%
 
Thus, the area of living influences opinions about what constitutes violence against women. In rural areas the definition of violence against women is narrower and it is limited to physical violence, whereas in urban areas violence against women includes psychological pressure and economic discrimination.
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2.2.2. Violence against women (comparative aspect)
Approximately one half of the women surveyed said they had been exposed to physical violence committed by men. Moreover, this indicator is irrespective of area of living, education, ethnic origin, age, and other demographic indicators. 
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Table 9: Where were you last exposed to violence?

   
Age 


16-19
20-24
25-34
35-44
45-54

At home 
15%
20%
36%
39%
48%

At place of work / study       
25%
10%
5%
7%
2%

In public places     
60%
70%
59%
54%
51%

TOTAL 
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%

The most common forms of physical violence were said to be grasping hands, pushing, and beating; followed by physical violence against women aimed at robbery (robbery and attempted robbery) and, finally, sexual violence. Every fifth woman reported being beaten, every seventh respondent robbed and every thirtieth raped.  

Many women have been exposed to violence several times. To get detailed information about the characteristics of violence, respondents were asked to answer questions about the most recent case of violence committed against them. By analysing the most recent case of violence we obtain adequate information about the frequency of different forms of violence and some of its characteristics. 

Two thirds of cases are cases of physical violence directed at a woman, 27% of responses were robbery or attempted robbery, and 7% were cases of sexual violence.

One third of women surveyed were exposed to violence in 1999.   

The majority of cases of violence against women reported were committed in public places (in the street, in the markets, on transportas, etc.). Approximately one third of cases of violence occurred at home (domestic violence). Every tenth case of violence is registered at the place of work or study.

It should be said that the older a woman is, the more likely she is to be exposed to domestic violence. On the contrary, the younger she is, the higher is the likelihood to be exposed to violence at the place of work or study. 

In 68% of cases the source of violence was a stranger, in 32 percent of cases violence was committed by relatives (by husband - 27%; children – 1%; other relatives – 4%). Below there is age differentiation of people committing violence against women shown. Two thirds of them are aged 19-40. 

Since violence against women is specific, dependent on the place where it is committed (i.e. relationship to violator, form of violence, reaction to violence or its attempt, consequences of violence, etc.), we will examine violence committed at home (domestic violence) and in public places (work/study). 
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2.3. Domestic violence

2.3.1. The scope and characteristics of domestic violence

Men and women unite to create families. They have children and their relationships are founded on trust. Family relations are the closest relationships, which is why intrusion on family privacy, including by public institutions, is perceived in the majority of cases as disturbing and undesirable. On the other hand, such privacy has both positive (protection of a family from adverse external influence) and negative (domestic violence stays hidden from the public eye) aspects. 
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The majority of women surveyed (58,7%) aged 16-54 reported being married, both officially registered and unregistered.  

28% of married women are exposed to domestic violence committed by their husbands. 

56% (16% or every sixth married woman) suffer from domestic violence at least once every six months.    

How often does beating take place? (% of women who have experienced domestic violence)  
· almost every day 

1%

· approximately once a week 

5%

· 1-2 times a month 

19%

· approximately 1-2 times in six months

31%

· once a year or less 

44%

It can be said that domestic violence doesn’t occur once or twice—it’s a  common practice.  Moreover, 6,5% of married women surveyed are exposed to domestic violence committed by their husbands as frequent as once a month and more.

The majority of women surveyed (58%), who had been exposed to domestic violence, said their husbands had committed violence against them while intoxicated.   

2.3.2. Reaction of women to violence committed against them. 
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Approximately half of women exposed to violence do nothing in response (“I try to wait until my husband calms down” or “I do nothing”). Every fifth woman actively resists her husband. Approximately every fifth woman leaves home temporarily. And ultimately 14 per cent ask for outside intervention (relatives, neighbours, and law-enforcement bodies). 

Taking into account the fact that only 2% of women inform the police of violence against them, one can extrapolate that official bodies are only informed about every fiftieth case of domestic violence, and only then can a violator possibly be punished.

Women who have been exposed to domestic violence justify their reactions to it as follows: 
Table 10. 

Reaction of women
Motivation of such reaction

I try to wait until he calms down.
I know his character, it is impossible to change him or the way things are/it is not acceptable in our family to contradict a husband, and I have to tolerate everything from my husband. 

I physically resist.
I must protect myself, otherwise he will beat me every day.

I leave home temporarily.
I know his character, it is impossible to change him or the way things are/in order to avoid coming to blows or avoid even committing a crime.

I do nothing.
I know his character, it is impossible to change him or the way things are/it is not acceptable in our family to contradict a husband, I have to tolerate everything from a husband/to avoid publicity. 

I call relatives for help.  
He listens to/obeys these people. 

I call neighbours for help.
He listens to/obeys these people. 

I call the police.  
In order to scare and stop him.

The prevailing passivity to domestic violence (“it impossible to change the way things are”) is caused by women’s doubt in the effectiveness of outside help to ameliorate her situation. 
2.3.3. The consequences of domestic violence
The most common consequence of domestic violence is mental disorder (70% of women exposed to domestic violence mentioned it). Children very often witness the scenes of domestic violence and their psychological health is also adversely affected (49% of responses). However, besides psychological health, domestic violence may threaten a woman’s life. According to the opinion of 26% of women exposed to domestic violence (7% of married women) violence committed by their husbands imposed real threat to woman’s life. A woman loses her self-respect and self-confidence and it subsequently worsens her subordinate position as a result of domestic violence. 

Table 11: “Can you say that as a result of the violent actions of your husband … “ (% of those women who were exposed to domestic violence) 


yes
rather yes
rather no
no
 
Your life was in danger.
9%
17%
31%
44%
 
Your health was in danger. 
16%
30%
20%
35%
 
You have lost self-respect. 
11%
32%
24%
33%
 
You have mental disorders. 
32%
38%
13%
16%
 
Your children’s psychological heath was adversely affected. 
15%
34%
16%
35%
 
2.3.4. Factors influencing domestic violence.     

Domestic violence against women depends on several factors, which appear unpredictable. As Lev Tolstoy said, all happy families look similar, each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way. However, a number of characteristics are directly related to the likelihood of domestic violence. They can be grouped as follows:

· demographic factors;

· cultural factors;

· family factors.

2.3.4.1. Demographic factors.   

Demography studies populations (demos – people, grapho – write), generally their size, birth rate, migration, etc. Demographic indicators include sex, age, level of education, ethnic origin, place of living, etc.         

As survey findings show, demographic factors have direct influence on the scope of domestic violence. (See Table 12.) 

Age of women: the older the woman the more likely it is that she will be exposed to domestic violence committed by husband.

Ethnic origin: Violence committed against women in the family is more common to Kazakh and other Asian families (Uzbek, Tatar, Uigur, etc.) as compared to European ethic groups (Russians, Ukrainians, Germans, etc.). 

Level of education: the higher a woman’s level of education, the less likely she will be exposed to violence. This feature is exemplified by the indicator of secondary education. Over half of the women surveyed with incomplete secondary education report having suffered from domestic violence. At the same time the number of women with incomplete secondary education does not exceed 30%.    

Social and professional status: the higher a woman’s social and professional status, the smaller the risk of her being exposed to domestic violence.  There is one exception – businesswomen – whose status is normally considered to be high. However, she is comparatively often exposed to violence. This is a glaring contradiction. However, businesswomen are often small traders/market women who are economically forced to undertake such activity due to small incomes. 

Area of living: Violence against women is wider spread in rural areas than in urban areas.          

Regional aspect: The prevalence of domestic violence can be ordered by region in decreasing prevalence as follows: Southern, Almaty, Western, Northern, Central, Eastern.  

Table 12: Influence of demographic factors on domestic violence (all factors relate to the women surveyed).

Has your husband ever committed violent against you?
 

yes, often 
yes, several times
never
 
Age   
16-19
4%
19%
78%
 

20-24
 0%
17%
84%
 

25-34
3%
24%
73%
 

35-44
1%
27%
72%
 

45-54
2%
32%
66%
 
Ethnic origin   
Kazakh 
2%
32%
66%
 

Russian 
2%
21%
77%
 

Other Asian nationality 
1%
28%
71%
 

Other European ethnic group
 
20%
80%
 
Level of education  
Secondary incomplete
6%
47%
47%


Secondary 
3%
25%
72%


Secondary specialised 
1%
27%
72%


Higher incomplete   
3%
16%
81%


Higher 
2%
23%
76%


Has scientific degree
 
 
100%

Social and professional status  
Worker 
3%
31%
66%


Civil servant
2%
22%
76%


Businesswoman 
 
33%
67%


Farmer 
 
10%
90%


Manager 
 
 
100%


Unemployed 
2%
27%
72%


Housewife  
2%
26%
72%


Retired by disability  
 
25%
75%


Retired by age 
 
14%
86%


Pupil/student 
 
 
100%


Currently on maternity leave 
 
50%
50%

Area of living        
Oblast centre  
2%
23%
75%
 

Urban area    
3%
21%
77%
 

Rural area 
2%
30%
69%
 
Region  
Almaty      
3%
28%
70%
 

Central    
1%
23%
76%
 

Northern 
2%
24%
74%
 

Southern 
1%
33%
66%
 

Eastern 
3%
16%
80%
 

Western 
2%
25%
73%
 
2.3.4.2. Linkage between environment in the parental family and incidences of domestic violence (cultural factors) 

Women and men live in a concrete society, which forms their basic viewpoints, values, and behaviour norms. According to these values and norms men and women build family relations. Basic cultural values and norms are passed down by such institutions as family, school, and religion. (In Soviet society Communist ideology replaced religion.) Unconsciously people implement the programme laid in childhood.

How does the upbringing and environment in the parental family influence violence committed against women? 

Analysis of the findings allows us making the following conclusions: 

If in the parental family there were relations between mother and father, in which there was no explicit superiority of one parent, then in her own family life a woman is less likely to be exposed to domestic violence. 

If both parents took an equal part in raising their daughter, then she is less likely to suffer domestic violence.    

Frequent quarrels in the parental family are one of the risk factors of violence against a woman.  

All this leads us to state that the environment, in which children are raised, is very important. Equal effort and commitment (emotional, financial), equal participation in the children’s education is one of the factors, which decrease the risk of future domestic violence. A person develops behaviour patterns and skills for solving family problems during childhood.

2.3.4.3. Linkage between religion and domestic violence (cultural factors)
A society’s culture forms reality in two ways. First, culture is the “lens” through which a person looks at a certain phenomenon. Secondly, culture is a sort of “template”, which co-ordinates one’s activities. 

In our case religion can be considered as a “lense” or “glasses”, through which a person looks at the world in general and the place of a woman in particular. And if no major religions approves or encourages violence against woman, practically all assign women a subordinate position. As the survey findings indicate, violence against women is more prevalent in Muslim families than in Christian or atheist families. 

Table 13: Linkage between religion and the incidence of domestic violence.


Has your husband ever beaten you?
 

yes, often
yes, sometimes
Never
 
Religion 
Muslims 
2%
33%
65%
 

Russian Orthodox
2%
21%
77%
 

Protestants 
 0%
 0%
100%
 

Catholics 
 0%
18%
82%
 

Buddhists  
 0%
29%
71%
 

Atheists/Agnostics 
2%
18%
80%
 

Any other religion
 0%
 0%
100%
 
Based on these findings no conclusion can be made determining the influence of religion on domestic violence, since there is a close link between ethnic origin and religion, i.e., most Kazakh people are Muslims, the majority of Russians are Christians. Analysis of the independent influence of these indicators (ethnic origin and religion) indicates the following: at present ethnic origin has stronger influence on the incidence of domestic violence.    

2.3.4.4. Linkage between family relations and domestic violence   

The family environment has a direct impact on the incidence of domestic violence. Similarly, domestic violence in turn affects relations in the family.      

Table 14: Linkage between family relations and domestic violence. 

Has your husband ever beaten you? 
 

yes, often
yes, sometimes
never
 
Does anyone abuse alcohol in your family? 
 Yes
6%
53%
41%
 

No
1%
17%
83%
 
Who manages the family budget in your family? 
You 
3%
33%
64%
 

Your husband
4%
34%
63%
 

You together with your husband
1%
19%
80%
 

Other family members 
 
27%
73%
 
How much time does your husband spend doing house work compare to you?    
Much more than you do
 
25%
75%
 

A little bit more than you do
 
38%
62%
 

Approximately as much you do
1%
16%
84%
 

A little bit less than you do
1%
22%
78%
 

Much less time than you do
4%
30%
66%

Who is the emotional leader in your family?
Your husband
2%
31%
67%


You    
2%
29%
69%


Both equally  
2%
19%
80%


Your parents
 
 
100%


Husband’s parents
 
20%
80%

How would you characterise relations with your husband?
Excellent
 
3%
97%
 

Good 
1%
12%
87%
 

Normal   
1%
31%
67%
 

Bad  
9%
71%
20%
 

Ver bad 
27%
55%
18%
 
Survey findings show that: 

· Domestic violence is widely spread among families with alcohol abusers. Thus, in the majority of such families (60%) the husband beats his wife.

· One factor, which can diminish the risk of domestic violence, is on atmosphere of mutual understanding and support. In families, where both husband and wife take an equal part doing housework, managing the family budget and making decisions, violence against a woman is less common.

· There is a direct linkage between domestic violence and woman’s evaluation of the relations with her husband. The worse she sees her relations, the more common is violence in the family.

2.3.5. Logistic regression of probability of domestic violence

Logistic regression lets us make conclusion about the independent influence of different parameters on the likelihood of domestic violence. So far we have registered the two-way linkages between domestic violence and different indicators. This procedure will help us single out certain indicators that have independent statistically significant influence on the probability of domestic violence. For example, we have established the fact that social and professional status has statistically significant relation to domestic violence. However, this linkage occurs due to the fact that in blue-collar worker’s families alcohol abuse is more common, which in turn results in increased likelihood of violence against woman. After analysing the variable “alcohol abuse by one of the family members”, this relation may turn out to be statistically insignificant and, therefore, we would not be able to make the conclusion that social and professional status has a direct influence on domestic violence. 

To make the logistic regression model, 826 questionnaires were selected out of 1500. (610 questionnaires were excluded since respondents were not married; 64 questionnaires either omitted answers to questions that were independent variables, or had single answers to some questions.) 

Dependent variable:   "Has your husband ever beaten you?"
1 – "yes”

0 – "no"

Independent variables, included in the model:
Age    

Nationality (ethnic origin)   

Children in the family

Level of education 

Region 

Area of living (urban or rural)  

Presence of alcohol abuse in the family

Professional status    

Income level per person           

Amount of time husband spends doing house work compared to wife        

Income earner in the family

Emotional leader of family

Whether the husband restricted the selection of a job

Emotionally dominant parent in the parental family 

Religion was not included into the model, since this indicator has strong correlation with ethnicity, which is why only ethnic origin is presented in the model.  

The majority of independent variables (excluding age and income per person) are nominal. That is why, for this model of regression analysis, they were transformed into several binary variables—"0" and "1". The number of such variables is one less than the number of nominal variable alternatives: 

Characteristics of the model 

Before creating the model we confirmed with 72,5 per cent accuracy that none of married women had ever been exposed to domestic violence. In 27,5 per cent of cases we were mistaken. After the regression model accuracy of prediction increased to 80%. Moreover, the model makes it possible to predict 70% of cases of violence, which was not possible before.    

Interpretation of results of logistic regression 

Standard level of significance, indicating that influence of a variable (parameter) exists and is not caused by "noise", is equal to 0,05 (with 95 per cent confidence it could be confirmed that the variable’s influence is different from zero). If the significant coefficient is less or equal to 0,05, then the independent variable has a direct influence on the dependent variable, provided that all other independent variables remain under control (remain constant).   

Demographic indicators  

The age of a married woman is not a significant/meaningful indicator of influence on the extent of domestic violence (Sig=0,1388).

Ethnic origin  

In general, the influence of this nominal indicator is different from 0 (Sig=0,0013).

Taking into consideration that the reference category is Kazakh, ethnic origin other than Kazakh is interpreted as follows: 

If a woman is Russian, then with practically one hundred per cent probability it can be said (Sig=0,0040) that the likelihood of domestic violence committed against her provided that other independent regression variables remain constant is less than compared to Kazakh women (coefficient В – negative) 

Belonging to an Other European ethnic group has the same influence on the probability of domestic violence (Sig=0,0135, В=-0,9283).

Belonging to an Other Asian ethnic group has less evident influence on the probability of domestic violence (Sig=0,0409, close to maximum) as compared to Kazakh women. Direction of influence is negative, which means that women of other Asian ethnic groups are less likely to be exposed to domestic violence.

Education level 

In general, nothing can be said about the influence of this variable on the extent of domestic violence (Sig=0,2952). 

The same can be said about certain categories of this variable compared to the base variable (higher education). The exception is the category “incomplete secondary education”, where the significance level is a little bit higher than the maximum permissible (Sig=0,0680). However, it can be said with 93 per cent confidence that women with incomplete secondary education are more likely to be exposed to domestic violence as compared to women having higher education, provided that other independent variables remain constant.

Social and economic indicators  
Income level 

Based on the data we cannot make a link between income level per person and the probability of domestic violence provided that other independent variables are controlled (Sig=0,7240). In our opinion, this is an important conclusion demonstrating the absence of statistically significant links between income level and domestic violence.
Professional status 

Professional status does not have significant influence on the probability of domestic violence, provided that other independent variables are controlled in general (Sig=0,2075), and by certain categories. Area of living     

Area of living

Region
The region in which a respondent lives does not have statistically significant influence on the likelihood of domestic violence provided that other independent variables remain constant (Sig=0,4953), and by certain categories.

Type of settlement

The likelihood of domestic violence against women decreases (Sig=0,0101;) in urban areas as compared to rural ones, when other independent variables remain constant. If the size of the urban population for all other constant indicators were to increases by 10%, then the probability of domestic violence in the country would decrease by five per cent. 

Indicators characterising family and family relations.

Children in the family

Based on the survey findings we cannot say that the presence of children in the family affects the likelihood of domestic violence when other independent variables remain constant (Sig=0,6164).

Presence of alcohol abuse in the family 

This is one of the most important variable in the regression model (Sig=0,0000). A five per cent increase of the level of alcohol abuse with other conditions equal will result in an increase in the likelihood of domestic violence by almost ten per cent. 

Time a man spends doing house work compare to a woman   

In general this indicator does have some influence on the likelihood of domestic violence (Sig=0,0197). This influence is apparent when comparing this indicator with the base category (“husband spends much less time doing house work than his wife), where the husband spends approximately as much time doing house work as his wife (Sig=0,0025). In this case a woman is less likely to be exposed to violence committed by her husband.

Person in the family responsible for money management

This nominal variable is statistically significant in the regression model (Sig=0,0006). The base category is "joint managing of the family budget". If a husband (Sig=0,0078) or especially his wife (Sig=0,0006) exclusively manages the family budget, then the likelihood of domestic violence increases. This means that the joint managing of the family budget by both husband and wife is a factor that impedes domestic violence against women.

Whether the husband restricted the selection of a job 

Such factor as husband objecting against his wife selecting a job increases the possibility of domestic violence, with the condition that other independent variables are invariable (Sig=0,0123).

Emotional leader in the family

This indicator does not have statistically meaningful influence on the likelihood of domestic violence with other independent variables of the regression model controlled (Sig=0,8417).

Indicators characterising relations in the parental family

Emotionally dominant parent in the parental family 
This indicator does not have statistically significant influence on the likelihood of domestic violence with other independent variables of the regression model controlled (Sig=0,4864).

Thus, the following variables have an independent statistically meaningful influence on the probability of domestic violence:

· alcohol abuse in the family;
· ethnic origin;
· area of living (urban vs. rural);
· time spent by husband on house work as compared to his wife;
· who manages the family budget;

· husband’s objections to his wife’s job selection. 

The following variables do not have any statistically significant influence on the likelihood of domestic violence:

· level of education (except for the category "incomplete secondary education”);
· professional status; 

· income level;

· children in the family;
· age;

· region;

· emotional leadership in the family;

· emotional leadership in parental family.

It should be mentioned that the indicators characterising the social position of women (level of education, professional status, income level) do not have statistically significant influence on the probability of violence against women in the family. 

2.4. Sexual harassment at work (educational institutions)

2.4.1. Level of employment of Kazakhstani women 

The majority of women in Kazakhstan (78%) spend most of their time working or studying in a group setting.      
These groups are typically mixed. In 12 per cent of cases there are more men than women. In 62% of cases the number of women exceeds the number of men, and in 25 per cent the number of women and men is approximately the same.  

2.4.2. Different forms of sexual harassment and women’s reaction to it  

The fight against sexual harassment is a concept from western countries, primarily the United States of America. However, it is not common to Kazakhstan. More acute problems such as the struggle for survival during the current economic crisis shift public priorities away from gender issues. However, this does not mean that there is no sexual harassment in Kazakhstan.    

Table 15: “Have you ever been exposed to sexual harassment or have you ever witnessed any cases of sexual harassment?”


Often 
Sometimes 
Never 
Do not know
 
Utterances, discriminating by sex.
1%
11%
61%
28%
 
Insulting offers of sexual contacts. 
1%
9%
65%
25%
 
Offers of sexual contacts with promises of any form of reward. 
1%
7%
66%
26%
 
Coercion to sexual contacts under threats of reprimand or punishment.   
0%
2%
72%
26%
 
Unwanted touches. 
4%
23%
54%
19%
 
Long pointless glances. 
8%
27%
45%
21%
 
Insulting comments on dress. 
2%
13%
63%
23%
 
Compliments of erotic kind. 
5%
20%
51%
24%
 
According to the data, 8% of women surveyed have experienced extreme forms of sexual harassment; namely, coercion to sexual contacts with either promises of reward or threats of reprimand or punishment). Other forms of sexual harassment are more common. 

Risk factors of sexual harassment include women’s age (women under 34 are more likely to be exposed to sexual harassment) and prevalence of men in a group. Sexual harassment is more common to urban areas. 
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10 per cent of women were exposed to or witnessed cases of sexual harassment less than three months prior to the survey.

In the majority of cases of sexual violence/harassment women did not react, or confined themselves to verbal warnings. Only 8% of women exposed to sexual harassment informed bosses about it, and 4,7% of women went to the police. (It has to be considered that appeals to the police may have not contained accusations of sexual harassment but only demands to protect rights).

In explaining their reaction to sexual harassment, the majority of women noted it was the best response under the circumstances.   

2.4.3. Reaction of women to possible sexual harassment by the boss

Respondents involved in professional activities outside their home, were asked to answer a question about how they would react to sexual harassment from their immediate supervisor.   

The possible reaction to sexual harassment is not much different from the real reaction of respondents to sexual harassment. Only 6% of respondents are determined to go to the police in case of sexual harassment and 12 per cent said they would go to a higher supervisor. At the same time 17% of women chose such form of passive resistance as quitting the job or university. Thus, it can be predicted that the public would not be aware of the majority of instances of sexual harassment. 

Table 16: “How did you/other women react, if you/other women were exposed to sexual harassment (% of those who was either exposed to or witnessed cases of sexual harassment).

I told the man that he should stop doing that.
39,3%

I ignored it.
37,8%

I actively resisted. 
18,5%

I informed my supervisor about it.  
8,4%

I appealed to the court/public prosecutor.
4,7%

I tried by all means to avoid sexual contacts but encouraged courting. 
4,4%

I surrendered to importunity.
2,5%

Did not react at all.
2,5%

I quit the job.
1,5%

I told my parents about it. 
0,4%

Table 17: “What would you do, if you were the object of sexual harassment from your boss?»

 
Number 
%
 
I would try to explain to my boss that I do not want it. 
393
38,7
 
I would quit the job/leave the university.
172
16,9
 
I would tell my husband/relatives about it. 
166
16,4
 
I would inform a higher supervisor about it. 
120
11,8
 
I would appeal to the court/prosecutor.
58
5,7
 
I would try to avoid sexual contacts but encouraged courting.
54
5,3
 
I would give up to it.
36
3,5
 
It is not possible since I do not have a boss.
3
,3
 
I would tell his wife about it. 
2
,2
 
I would laugh at him and would try to find a way to disgrace him.
2
,2
 
I do not know.
8
,8
 
TOTAL
1015
100,0
 
2.5. Causes of violence against women as stated by respondents. 

Half of the respondents think that violence committed against women in our society cannot be eliminated. The other half holds the opposite opinion. Young women as well as those women who have never been exposed to violence committed against them view this problem more optimistically.

Less optimistic respondents justify their opinion with two primary arguments. First, that society is degrading both culturally and morally, and second, that the situation of inequality between men and women cannot be changed. 

The reasons of violence committed against women can be differentiated as economic (insufficient income, unemployment), cultural (education, deep-rooted traditions) and social (low level of education, increase of criminal incidences). The subordinate status of women could be singled out separately. The transition period to a market economy significantly increased such problems as men’s self-realisation / self-expression. All above-mentioned problems are objective and cannot be solved quickly. Solution of these problems is closely related to improvements in all spheres of society. Only 13,5% of respondents mentioned inefficient work of law-enforcement agencies, which can be directly related to the problem of violence committed against women. 

Table 18: “Preconditions of violence against women according to respondents’ opinions”: 


%

Lack of money to live on
37,4%;

Education
35,7%;

Subordinate status of women
35,5%;

Problems of self-realisation of men
33,2%;

Unemployment
29,8%;

Deep-rooted traditions
21,3%;

Low level of education
21,3%;

wide spread criminality
21,1%;

Inefficient work of law-enforcement agencies/police
13,5%.

2.6. Evaluation of the activities of governmental agencies and the mass media for the prevention of violence against women

In general, according to the opinion of 64 per cent of respondents, governmental agencies undertake certain efforts and activities to solve the problem of violence against women. However, they are obviously insufficient and are not implemented the way they should be.

It should be noted that police/law-enforcement agencies become aware of only 8 per cent of cases of physical violence committed against women.

Based on their indirect experience of violence (committed against women they know), respondents were asked to state the reasons why women who experienced violence did not go to the police. The main reason stated was that the victims of violence wanted to avoid publicity. The other reason mentioned was that many cases of violence (domestic violence, primarily), according to respondents’ point of view, were beyond the competence of the police (“such problem as domestic violence cannot be solved by the police”) or in cases of police intervention, it cannot change the situation. Moreover, respondents emphasised the fact that it is impossible to prove violence had been committed against a woman.

More interesting is the possible reaction of respondents to an attempt of violence by a stranger as compared to a close person (husband, relative, or friend). If a stranger attempted to commit violence against her, 68% of respondents would go to the police. If a perpetrator were a familiar or close person, only 26% of women would inform the police.

The majority of respondents do not highly regard the mass media’s coverage of the women’s problems in general and the problem of violence against women in particular. Only one per cent of respondents think that the mass media are properly covering this problem. The majority of respondents indicated either insufficient or even the absence of any coverage of this problem. 37% of respondents think the mass media covers this issue but that it does not improve the situation. 

This survey is the first study of the problem of violence against women in Kazakhstan. Therefore, the information presented in this report can be useful for taking certain measures aimed at eliminating this phenomenon. Based on the survey results, the following conclusions can be made:
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3. Conclusions and recommendations

3.1. The problem of violence against women is topical for our society and has to be considered as a social problem.

Half of the women surveyed are said to have been exposed to violence. Every fifth respondent had been beaten. Every seventh woman surveyed had been robbed and every thirtieth had been raped. One third of women-respondents was a victim of physical violence last year (in 1999).

More than a half of the instances of physical violence against women were committed in public places (in the street, market or public transport). In response, some victims did nothing, others actively resisted. Only 8% appealed to the police for help.

Domestic violence constitutes one third of all cases of violence committed against women. 28% of married women are exposed to domestic violence. Every sixth married woman suffers from domestic violence at least once every six months. According to responses of 7% of married women, violence committed against them by their husbands was life threatening. However, the most common consequence of domestic violence was mental disorder (according to 70% of women who had suffered from domestic violence). 

8 per cent of women surveyed had been exposed to sexual harassment or coercion to sexual contact with either the promise of reward or under threats of reprimand or punishment. Risk factors of sexual harassment are age (women under 34 are more likely to be harassed) and prevalence of men in a group. Sexual harassment is more likely to take place in urban than in rural areas. 

Taking into consideration the scope of the problem, there is a need to develop a system to legally protect women from all kinds of violence, including psychological violence.

3.2. The knowledge of risk factors of violence against women helps making certain decisions to eliminate the problem.

During the survey the main risk factors of violence against women were determined, which were alcohol abuse, the woman’s education level, type of settlement, woman’s age, and allocation of family responsibilities. 

A radical change in society’s attitude towards alcohol abuse and the promotion of a healthy lifestyle, including promotion of responsible attitude to family duties and responsibilities, can significantly diminish the scope of domestic violence. 

A factor, which decreases the risk of violence is an atmosphere of mutual understanding and mutual support in the family. In families where both husband and wife are equally responsible for the housework, manage equally the family budget and make decisions, violence against woman is less likely to occur.

The introduction of a gender component into the secondary education system will help society to further change traditional opinions about rights and responsibilities of family members and emphasise the development of human resources irrespective of gender. 

3.3. Institutional enhancement of structures which protect and support women who suffer from violence.

The majority of victims of violence do nothing in response to their violator’s actions. Only 8% go to the police or other law-enforcement agencies.  

Only in each fiftieth instance does a woman who is a victim of domestic violence appeal to the law-enforcement agencies. The main reason for the passive reaction of women to domestic violence is that they do not believe anyone can help. Women are convinced that nothing can be done to eliminate domestic violence.   

Half the respondents think that violence in Kazakhstani society cannot be eliminated. They justify their position primarily in the belief that “inequality of men and women cannot be eliminated”.

According to the opinion of the majority of respondents, the governmental agencies undertake certain efforts to solve the problem of violence against women. However, these efforts and activities are evidently insufficient and they are not implemented properly.

Specialised governmental agencies in co-operation with non-governmental organisations in addition to legal activities should prevent violence by working with the population and monitoring risk groups. 

Thus, the results of the survey could be used by both governmental agencies and non-governmental and international organisations to develop several programmes aimed at eliminating violence against women. 

APPENDIX I. Statistical data used for survey sampling 

Table #1; Oblasts grouped by regions; the number of urban and rural population (thousands of people)


TOTAL
Urban population   
Rural population

Republic of Kazakhstan
14952,7
8367,1
6585,6

Western region
2057,2
1141,2
916

Aktyubinsk oblast 
682,8
383,7
299,1

Atyrau oblast 
439,9
256,1
183,8

Western-Kazakhstan oblast     
617,7
252,4
365,3

Mangistau oblast  
316,8
249
67,8

Eastern region  
1530,8
899,5
631,3

Eastern-Kazakhstan oblast 
1530,8
899,5
631,3

Northern region 
2551,4
1336,5
1214,9

Kostanai oblast     
1019,6
550,7
468,9

Pavlodar oblast     
805,9
511,3
294,6

Northern Kazakhstan oblast   
725,9
274,5
451,4

Southern region 
3556,9
1547
2009,9

Zhambul oblast    
983,9
452,2
531,7

Kzyl-Orda oblast 
596,3
361,2
235,1

Southern Kazakhstan oblast 
1976,7
733,6
1243,1

Central region    
2566,7
1861,1
705,6

Akmola oblast     
835,7
381,4
454,3

Karaganda oblast     
1411,7
1160,4
251,3

Astana city  
319,3
319,3
0

Almaty region     
2689,7
1581,8
1107,9

Almaty oblast      
1559,6
451,7
1107,9

Almaty city     
1130,1
1130,1
0

Source: 1999 census results.

Table #2. Distribution of questionnaires by regions


TOTAL
URBAN 
RURAL



TOTAL
Oblast centre   
Other city 


Republic of Kazakhstan 
1500
839
451
388
661

Western region 
204
113
73
40
91

Aktyubinsk oblast   






Atyrau oblast     


40

45

Western Kazakhstan oblast     


33
40
46

Mangistau oblast     






Eastern region 
154
90
31
59
64

Eastern Kazakhstan oblast      


31
59
64

Northern region 
257
134
73
61
123

Kostanai oblast      


33
61
61

Pavlodar oblast     


40

62

Northern Kazakhstan oblast 






Southern Kazakhstan 
352
153
83
70
199

Zhambul oblast 






Kzyl-Orda oblast      


40

89

Southern Kazakhstan oblast  


43
70
110

Central region   
259
188
76
112
71

Akmola oblast      




35

Karaganda oblast     


40
112
36

Astana city    


36



Almaty region     
274
161
115
46
113

Almaty oblast 



46
113

Almaty city     


115



Table №3. Distribution of respondents by age (thousand of people)

Age groups       
URBAN
RURAL
TOTAL


Number 
%
Number     
%
Number     
%   

16-19 years old 
292,4
11,5%
285,0
16,7%
577,4
13,6%

20-24 years old 
393,5
15,4%
270,8
15,8%
664,3
15,6%

25-34 years old 
711,1
27,9%
425,4
24,9%
1136,5
26,7%

35-44 years old
713,6
28,0%
460,9
27,0%
1174,5
27,6%

45-54 years old 
440,2
17,3%
266,9
15,6%
707,1
16,6%

TOTAL 
2550,8
100,0%
1709,0
100,0%
4259,8
100,0%

Source: Agency for Statistics and Analysis of RK

APPENDIX II. Logistic regression of probability of domestic violence (description of the model and the key data)

Logistic regression allows us making certain conclusions about the independent influence of different parameters on the likelihood of the occurrence of certain facts (in our case it is domestic violence committed against women). If earlier we registered a two-way linkages between domestic violence and different indicators, this procedure will now help us to single out certain indicators that have independent statistically significant influence on the likelihood of domestic violence. For instance, we have established the fact that social and professional status have a statistically significant correlation with domestic violence. However, this correlation can be caused by the fact that in blue collar families alcohol abuse is more common, which in turn results in an increased probability of committing domestic violence against woman. After analysis of the variable “alcohol abuse by a family member”, this correlation can prove to be statistically insignificant and, therefore, we would not be able to make the conclusion that social-professional status has a direct influence on domestic violence. 

To construct the logistic regression model 826 questionnaires out of 1500 were selected (610 questionnaires were excluded since respondents were not married; 64 questionnaires had either omissions in answers to questions which were independent variables, or had single answers to some questions). 

Dependent variable:   "Has your husband ever beaten you?"
1 – "yes”

0 – "no"

Independent variables, included in the model:
Age    

Ethnic origin    

Children in the family

Level of education 

Region 

Area of living (urban or rural)  

Alcohol-abusing member in the family?

Professional status    

Income level per person           

Amount of time a husband spends doing house work compare to his wife        

Who manages the money in the family?

Who is the emotional leader in the family?

Husband’s objections/restrictions to his wife selecting a job.

Emotional leader in the parental family 

Religion was not included into the model, since this indicator has strong correlation with ethnic origin, which is why only ethnic origin is presented in the model.  

The type of the majority of independent variables (except for age and income per person) is nominal. That is why for this model they have been transformed into several binary variables: "0" and "1". Moreover, the number of binary variables is one less than the number of alternatives of the nominal variable: 

  Parameter

                     

Value
Freq
Coding

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Region

Almaty


1    
149   
,000   
,000   
,000  
,000   
,000

Central


2    
149  
1,000   
,000   
,000   
,000   
,000

Northern


3    
135   
,000  
1,000   
,000   
,000   
,000

Southern 

4   
181   
,000   
,000  
1,000   
,000   
,000

Eastern 


5    
111   
,000   
,000   
,000  
1,000   
,000

Western 

6    
101   
,000   
,000   
,000   
,000   
,000

Area of living 

Urban


1    
462  
1,000

Rural 


2    
364   
,000

Professional status    

Civil servant

1    
255   
,000  
,000   
,000   
,000

Worker 


2    
171  
1,000  
 ,000   
,000   
,000

Businesswoman 

3 
61   
,000  
1,000   
,000   
,000

Other occupation
 
4     
29   
,000   
,000  
1,000  
 ,000

Unemployed

5    
310   
,000   
,000   
,000  
1,000

Parameter

                                       

Value
Freq
Coding

                                                      


(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Ethnic origin    

Kazakh 



1   
309   
,000   
,000   
,000

Russian 

                             2
351  
1,000 
,000 
,000

Other Asian ethnic group 

3 
79   
,000
1,000 
,000

Other European ethnic group 
4 
87
,000
,000
1,000

Level of education  

Incomplete Secondary

1
30
1,000
,000
,000
,000

Secondary 


2
178
,000 
1,000
,000   
,000

Secondary specialised 

3
328
,000
,000
1,000
,000

Incomplete Higher

4
31
,000
,000
,000
1,000

Higher 



5
259
,000
,000
,000
,000

Professional status  

Civil servant


1
255
,000
,000
,000
,000

Worker 



2
171
1,000
,000
,000
,000

Businesswoman


3
61
,000
1,000
,000
,000

Other occupation


4
29
,000
,000
1,000
,000

Unemployed 


5
310
,000
,000
,000
1,000

Children 

Yes 



1
722
1,000

No 



2
104
,000

Are there alcohol abusers in the family?

Yes 



1 
200
1,000

No 



2
626
,000

Who manages the money in the family?

Both together


1 
446
,000
 ,000

Wife 



2
275
1,000
,000

Husband 


3
105
,000
1,000

Who is the emotional leader in the family?

Husband


1
304
1,000
,000

Wife 



2
184
,000
1,000

Both equally 


3
338
,000
,000

Time husband spends doing house work compare to wife.

Much more than his wife does
1
42
1,000
,000
,000
,000

A little bit more than wife does
2
28
,000
1,000 
,000
,000

Approximately the same 

3
148
,000
,000 
1,000
,000

A little bit less than his wife

4
200
,000
,000
,000
1,000

Much less than his wife 

5
408
,000
,000
,000
,000

Husband’s opposition/restriction to his wife selecting a job

Yes 



1
128
1,000

No 



2
698
,000

Emotional leader in parental family

Father 



1
373
1,000
,000

Mother 



2
291
,000
1,000

Both equally 


3
162
,000
,000

Characteristics of the model 

Before constructing the model we could state with 72,5 per cent accuracy (599/826*100%) that none of the married women had ever been exposed to domestic violence. In 27,5 per cent of cases we were mistaken.   

Comparison of variable predicted (domestic violence) with factual data received.   

 
Predicted groups  
TOTAL
 

no
yes
 
 
Has your husband ever beaten you?  
No
550
49
599
 

Yes
121
106
227
 
TOTAL 
 
671
151
826
 
After construction of the regression model, the accuracy of predictions increased and constituted 80 per cent [(550+106)/852]. Moreover, the model makes it possible to predict 70 per cent of cases of violence against women (105/152*100%), which could not be predicted before creating the regression model.

Indicator R2= 0,229 

This means that the regression model constructed can additionally explain approximately 23 per cent of initial variability. The magnitude of this indicator is sufficient to make a conclusion about efficiency of the model.   

Xi-square
df
Significance

Model

216,540

32
,0000

Xi-square indicator with 32 degrees of leeway of the model, is equal to 214,4. It could be said practically with one hundred per cent confidence that independent variables have a direct influence on domestic violence against women and its extent.

Coefficients of regression

------------------------------------------- Equation Variables  -------------------------

Variable


B
S.E.
Wald

df
Sig
R
Exp(B)

Age


,1518
,1025
2,1907    
1
,1388   ,0140
1,1639

Ethnic origin



13,3246

3
,0040
,0868

Russian 


-,7619
,2367
10,3638

1   
,0013 
-,0928
,4668

Other Asian ethnic origin 
-,6659
,3257
4,1791

1
,0409
-,0474
,5138

Other European 

-,9283
,3757
6,1037

1
,0135
-,0650
,3952

Education



4,9236

4
,2952
,0000

Incomplete Secondary
,9115
,4995
3,3301

1
,0680
,0370
2,4880

Secondary 

,3059
,3080  
,9863  

1
 ,3206
,0000
1,3578

Secondary specialised
1806
,2564
,4962

1
,4812
,0000
1,1980

Incomplete Higher
-,4985
5796
7398

1
,3897
,0000
,6074

Children in the family (yes),1660
,3313
,2509

1
,6164
,0000
1,1805

Professional status

               5,8899

4
,2075
,0000

Worker 


,0082
,2870
,0008

1
,9772
,0000
1,0082

Businesswoman

,2018
,3946 
,2613

1
,6092
,0000
1,2235

Other occupation 

-1,8538
1,0556
3,0839

1
,0791
-,0334
,1566

Unemployed 

-,3254
,2704
1,4479

1
,2289
,0000
,7222

Income level 

-1,4E-05
4,072E-05 ,1247

1
,7240
,0000
1,0000

Region 


                                4,3857

5
,4953
,0000

Central 


-,5698
,3339
2,9127

1
,0879
 -,0307
,5656

Northern


,0274
,3297
,0069

1
,9337
,0000
1,0278

Southern 

-,0232
,3008
,0060

1
,9384
,0000
,9770

Eastern 


-,1031
,3609 
,0816

1
,7751
,0000
,9020

Western 

-,2721     ,3362    ,6552     

1
,4183
,0000
,7618

Area of living  

(urban)

             -,5261    
,2045
6,6159

1    
,0101 
 -,0689
,5909

Alcohol abuse in the family 

(yes)


1,9486
,2069
88,6890

1
,0000
,2987
7,0187

Time spent by husband doing housework compare to

his wife 




11,7011

4
,0197 
,0617

much more 

-,7121
,4389
2,6330 

1
,1047
-,0255
,4906

a little bit more

,0351
,4805
,0053

1
,9418
,0000
1,0357

approximately the same 
-,8826
,2923
9,1194

1
,0025
-,0856
,4137

a little bit less 

-,4218
,2326
3,2874

1
,0698
-,0364
,6559

Who manages the family budget

14,7569

2
,0006
,1052

Wife 


,7351
,2155
11,6328

1
,0006
,0996
2,0858

Husband 

,7834 
,2944
7,0791

1
,0078
,0723 
2,1888

Objections to a woman selecting a job  

(yes)


,6201
,2477 
6,2696

1
,0123
,0663
1,8592

Emotional leader

in the family


              ,3446

2
,8417
,0000

husband 

,1311
,2339
,3142

1
,5751
,0000
1,1401

wife


,1040
,2647    ,1544 

1
,6943
,0000
1,1096

Emotional leader in

parental family                  

1,4414

2
,4864 
,0000

father 


-,0710
,2694 
,0694

1
,7922
,0000
,9315

mother 


,1855
,2778
,4459

1
,5043
,0000
1,2038

Constant           -1,0145     ,6930   2,1427     1    ,1432

Interpretation of logistic regression results. 

The most important parameters, used for interpretation of the results of regression analysis are the indicator of significant coefficient and incline angle of the regression line (В). In the latter case because of heterogeneity of independent variables (differences between their average and standard deviations) sign В is more often used (either positive or negative).  It indicates how the variable influences (increases or decreases) the likelihood of domestic violence. 

Standard level of significance, which shows that the influence of a variable (parameter) exists and is not caused by "noise", is equal to 0,05 (with 95 per cent confidence it could be affirmed that influence of the variable is different from zero). If significant coefficient is less than or is equal to 0,05, then an independent variable has a direct influence on a dependent variable on the condition that all other independent variables are constant.   

Demographic indicators    

Age of a married woman is not a significant indicator that has an influence on domestic violence (Sig=0,1388).

Ethnic origin  

In general, the influence of this nominal indicator is different from 0 (Sig=0,0013). Taking into consideration the fact that reference category is Kazakh, belonging to any ethnic group except for Kazakh is interpreted in the following way: 

If a woman is Russian, then with practically one hundred per cent probability it could be said that (Sig=0,0040) likelihood of domestic violence committed against her on the condition that other independent regression variables stay invariable will be smaller compared to Kazakh women (coefficient В – negative) 

Belonging to another European ethnic group has the same influence on the probability of domestic violence (Sig=0,0135, В=-0,9283).

Belonging to another Asian ethnic group does not have an obvious influence on the probability of domestic violence (Sig=0,0409, close to maximum) compared to Kazakh women. Direction of influence is negative, which means that women of other Asian ethnic groups are less likely to be exposed to violence in the family. 

Level of education 

In general, nothing can be said about the influence of this variable on domestic violence (Sig=0,2952). 

The same can be said about specific categories of this variable compared to the basic one (higher education). The exception is the category “incomplete secondary education”, under which significance level is a little bit higher than maximum permissible (Sig=0,0680). However, with 93% confidence it could be said that women with incomplete secondary education are more likely to be exposed to domestic violence compared to women with higher education, provided that other independent variables stay invariable. 

______________________________________________________________

Social-economic indicators 

Income level   

Based on the findings received we cannot talk about linkage between income level per person in the family and variation of likelihood of domestic violence with the condition that other independent variables are controlled (Sig=0,7240). In our opinion, it is an important conclusion demonstrating the absence of statistically significant linkage between income level and domestic violence. 

Professional status    

Professional status does not have statistically significant influence on the probability of domestic violence with other independent variables controlled neither in general (Sig=0,2075), nor under certain categories. 

Residence indicator 

Region 

This indicator does not have statistically significant influence on probability of domestic violence on the condition that other independent variables are invariable neither generally (Sig=0,4953), nor specifically. 

Type of living area 

In urban areas the likelihood of domestic violence is decreasing (Sig=0,0101; В=-0,5261) compared to rural areas, with other independent variables constant. If the proportion of urban population with all other indicators constant increases by 10%, then the probability of domestic violence on the whole in the country will decrease by 5%.

Indicators characterising a family and family relations 

Children in the family

Based on the findings received we cannot say that children in the family is a factor that changes the probability of domestic violence with other independent variables controlled (Sig=0,6164).

Alcohol abuse in the family 

This variable is one of the most significant in the regression model (Sig=0,0000; В=1,9486). The increase of the level of alcohol abuse by 5% with all other conditions equal will result in an increase of the probability of domestic violence by almost ten per cent. 

Time a man spends doing house work compare to a woman   

On the whole, this indicator does influence the likelihood of domestic violence (Sig=0,0197). This influence is well seen when comparing this indicator with basic category (“a man spends much less time doing house work than his wife does), when a man spends approximately as much time as his wife does doing house work (Sig=0,0025). In this case the likelihood of domestic violence against women decreases. 

Responsibility of managing the family budget
This is the one nominal statistically significant variable in the regression model (Sig=0,0006). The basic category is "joint management of the family budget". If a husband (Sig=0,0078) or especially his wife (Sig=0,0006) exclusively manages the family budget, then the likelihood of domestic violence increases. This means that such factors as joint management of family budget by both husband and wife is a factor that impedes domestic violence against women. 

Man’s objections to his wife choosing a job

In case when a man has ever objected to his wife’s job on the condition that other independent variables are under control (stay invariable), a woman is more likely to be suffering from domestic violence (Sig=0,0123; В=0,6201).

Emotional leader in the family

This indicator does not have statistically significant influence on the likelihood of domestic violence with other independent variables of the regression model controlled (Sig=0,8417).

______________________________________________________________

Indicators characterising relations in parental family

Emotional leader in the parental family.

This indicator does not have statistically significant influence on the likelihood of domestic violence with other independent variables of the regression model controlled (Sig=0,4864).

Thus, the following variables have an independent statistically significant influence on the probability of domestic violence:

· presence of alcohol abuse in the family;

· ethnic origin;

· area of living (urban vs. rural);

· time spent by a man on house work compared to his wife; 

· person responsible for arranging the family budget;

· man’s objections to his wife’s job. 

The following variables do not have any statistically significant influence on the likelihood of domestic violence:

· level of education (except for the category "incomplete secondary education”);

· professional status;   

· income level;

· children in the family;

· age;

· region;

· emotional leadership in the family;

· emotional leadership in parental family.

Is should be noted that indicators characterising the social status of women (level of education, professional status, income level) do not have any statistically significant influence on the probability of violence against women in the family. 

APPENDIX III. Results of focus-group discussions of violence against women.

From the 15th to 28th of November the Centre of Public Opinion Study conducted 8 focus-group discussions in the following cities of Kazakhstan: Almaty (4), Karaganda (2), Shymkent (2).

The main purposes

· to determine/estimate the scope of such problem as violence against women;

· to get women’s definition of the expression “violence against women”; 

· to find out the places, where a woman is exposed to the greatest danger of violence against her;

· to find out where women go for help in case of violence committed against them; 

· to get a notion of factors contributing to violence against women.

The composition of focus-groups

Four groups in Almaty


18-29 years
30-44 years 

Higher education
1
1

Secondary incomplete/secondary education 
1
1

Two groups both in Shymkent and Karaganda:

18-29 years old – 1;

30-44 years old –1.

Women of different ages and different social-professional status were equally represented in the groups (housewife, worker, civil servant, unemployed, student, and a businesswoman). The duration of focus-group discussions was 1,5-2 hours. 

The selection of these age groups was based on the hypothesis that women of different ages and social groups have different opinions about the problem of violence against women. Additionally, violence against women has regional differences. 

In the report there will be given citations of focus-group discussions participants (the original statements of focus-group participants). Numbers will indicate belonging to a certain group:

#1 – higher education, 18-29 years old, Almaty

#2 – secondary education, 30-44 years old, Almaty

#3 – higher education, 30-44 years old, Almaty

#4 – secondary education, 18-29 years old, Almaty

#5 – 18-29 years old, Karaganda

#6 – 30-44 years old, Karaganda

#7 – 18-29 years old, Shymkent

#8 – 30-44 years old, Shymkent. 

Survey results 

What is meant by “violence against women”

All focus-group discussion participants understand violence against women to be all forms of physical influence irrespective of whether they are justified or not from the point of view of traditional rules by which men are guided. 

#6 One person (more often a man) physically, morally or psychologically influences another one.
#2 Rape, beating.
#2 Physical violence, beating. We watch TV, which shows or talks about many cases of physical violence.
#3 Beating.
#1 If to consider violence against a woman, basically—not speaking only about physical violence—any situation associated with illegal actions can be considered as violence. For instance, if you go out for a walk in the evening and somebody grabs your bag and runs away, it is violence. You are left without money, without keys, with the child right on the street. And then this young man (violator), who has done it, goes out in the evening and catches the late girl, or an old woman (not a man).
#2 I have been unemployed for about two years, but before I was working in the gynaecological department of emergency hospital. There I witnessed many women who were raped, beaten, mutilated. All this violence is horrible. 
#7 Working in the hotel I constantly face this. And I can see how girls are forced to be prostitutes. 
#8 Bothering in the street, robberies.
Other cases including those associated with discrimination of women in the family, at work, in public places also fall under this term. Frequently violence is the mechanism causing the unequal status of women. 

#2 I was married, and my husband, coming back home from work, wanted me to look after him. He pretended not to notice that I was at work as well and that I might be tired as well. Inequality in the family is also violence. 

#3 I was married twice. My first husband drank a lot and I divorced him. My second husband did not drink, but coming home from work he did nothing but lay down on the sofa doing nothing. One time we need a nail hammered in. I ask him to do it and he said in response: “You do it if you need it”. 
#3 Economic exploitation can be considered as violence as well, when a woman works but her husband takes away all the money she earned. 

#1 A man works in a group of men, and communication in groups of men is frequently obscene. And when he brings this kind of communication home, it is a beginning of aggression and violence in the family.
#2 Men are constantly offending women morally. They feel they are stronger and more self-confident. And no one will ask them, why they do it this way, which means their actions go unpunished.
#5 One more example, in order to get promoted at work or to receive a part (at a theatre), a woman goes through sexual harassment.
#5 Men are domineering in politics. Women are discriminated against. Look at the career opportunities of men and women, they are different.

#6 A man is a head of the family, at work he is a chief as well. Men are managing everywhere and naturally everyone else takes a subordinate position. Men will always commit violence against women. 

#7 That is the way we have been brought up. A man is a man and a woman has to take a subordinate position to a man. 

A special place is taken by cases associated with connivance at violence by state bodies.

#2 Police mistrust humiliated women.
#5 Women are now afraid of our police, because people are beaten there.
And, at last, some participants mean by violence a disastrous economic situation of the women.

#3 The most terrible violence is when your children are suffering from hunger. 
Thus, the examples given by the focus-group participants at the request to illustrate cases, which could be considered as violence against women, coincide with the definition of this phenomenon by international organisations (See the Declaration on Eliminating Violence Against Women, proclaimed by Resolution 48/104 of the General Assembly dated December 20, 1993). All participants categorically understand violence to be all forms of physical influence on the women. Moreover, violence is associated with inequality of men and women, primarily in the family. Such definition of violence against women also demonstrates the extent to which violence has spread in our society in all its forms.

It is an interesting fact that women associate psychological influence with violence, frequently use the words moral violence (particularly in focus-group discussions in Shymkent). Therefore, their attention is subconsciously accented on the right of psychological violence on the part of men related to his moral superiority to women in the family, and focus-group discussion participants emphasise this fact.      

The extent violence against women is prevalent in the family, at work (in an educational institution), in the street (in public places)
Domestic violence against women 
A woman carries out several social (related to people’s lives and their relations in a society) roles, including those in a family, in a group of people, in civic life, etc. Quite often these roles (Modes of behaviour) contradict each other. For instance, in a traditional family a woman occupies a position, subordinated to a man. On the other hand, in Communist ideology of the family, which was considered as the basis of the Soviet society, men and women were declared equal, and traditions and customs were perceived as the remnants of the past. The family, nevertheless, has remained the keeper of traditional culture, which total public control has failed to penetrate completely. The main reason is the accelerated urbanisation of society, where city-dwellers come mainly from rural areas or are first or second generation descendants of people from rural areas.

As a result, despite the equality of men and women, the subordinated status of women exists de-facto, first of all, in assignment of family responsibilities.

The disproportion of duties and responsibilities of men and women arose also together with widespread urbanisation. In rural families men normally perform physically difficult work. With the move to urban areas the volume and the structure of house work changes. "Men's" portion of housework significantly decreased (there is no necessity to prepare forage, fuel, etc.). At the same time "woman’s" part of the housework remained the same.      

#2 It is an urban problem. My son-in–law comes from a village, but now he lies day and night on the sofa and watches TV. In a village there is lots of work to be done and there is simply no time to rest.  
Traditional inequality was aggravated by such risk factors as wide spread alcohol abuse, which in turn frequently leads to physical violence against women. 

#1 in our society a man always remains something unshakeable for women. For instance, when men came back home after a war, women would take care of them and would not let them do anything. As the result a man becomes the god, as well as his son afterwards, but a daughter together with her mother remain the servants. If we compare our CIS reality and the western one, we can see that there is democracy in the West, which we do not have.

#2 Violence is everywhere: in the family, at work and right in the street. And it has always been and will be and will never be eliminated, because there are always mean people. Violence has always existed, women have always been beaten, particularly in the family.
#3 As for me, my mother was not lucky. She was married twice. She divorced my father because of constant drinking-bouts and quarrels, after which my stepfather would beat me. Probably that is why I have grown up as an aggressive person. My husband did not work. I was the only one to be working but my husband always complained that I was working too late. Then he started drinking, because I worked and came home late, then he began to drink and later on beating me, but after the first beating I kicked him out of the house and that’s all.
#2 The reason for violence is alcohol. In my family my father had always been drinking, he had earned a lot and every time after getting paid he used to drink. After that he would close the door and start beating everyone. There was not way to escape since we lived on the second floor, so we had to tolerate it. What we did was call the police. And the police would not do anything but just saying that it was internal family business. This was in the 60s. Now my parents are divorced. They are now living in different apartments but in the same building. 
#4 I had cases when my husband drank and then beat me.
Inequality and, therefore, favourable condition for violence is more common to the south, where traditions are better preserved and followed. 

#1 If not to take Almaty way of upbringing, but the Shymkent or Zhambul way, inequality there might be better seen, but in Almaty people are more civilised, better educated, and more democratic. And violence against women here is less noticeable. I have an example of a young man from Almaty who went to Shymkent to choose a girl and to get married, since women there are more complaisant, and that was exactly what he wanted. Of course, why does he need a woman who has her own opinion?
#1 There is certainly a difference between ethnic groups. For instance, I teach Tadjik students. I give them their home work and ask them questions on it but they do not give me any answers because I am a woman, and they simply cannot perceive a woman as a teacher. They told me once that if I were in Tajikistan, I would have been beaten already, because women there do not have the right to speak. 
#1 Everything comes from the roots, from a father and the way he behaved in the family. Nevertheless, it depends on a woman as well; you never know what kind of wife you will have.
#1 It seems to me, that it does not depend on an ethnic origin. My husband was Russian, and nonetheless he was behaving as if he were the god. It just depends on the person, the way he was brought up.  
#1 Upbringing is very important.
#1 Most probably, it depends on where a person was brought up: in a village or city.
The risk of committing violence increases when people who are getting married have different cultural norms and habits. The point is that a newly married young woman is not aware of the norms and rules of her husband’s family. Therefore, her lack of knowledge will be punished. And this punishment will be perceived by a young woman as violence since these norms and rules might be different from those she was used to in her parental family. 

#5 Violence is often committed in interethnic marriages. I have an example of a marriage where a man is Caucasian and his wife is Russian. And there is moral violence committed in this family because they have different moral foundations. She has become nobody there, they have merely suppressed her.
During the current transition period the role of the family has considerably increased. The need to survive economically has atomised a society, breaking it into small islands (families), which try to cope with problems on their own. Given that, public values, which had been associated with the inefficient regime, were transformed for the benefit of family and personal ones. As the result, foundations of a Soviet family, which declared equality of men and women in a family union, have turned out to be weak and have ceded to traditional ones. 

#1 A husband is forced to do everything he considers necessary. You are a fool and I am businessman. I know how to live, I know, where to invest. You are a fool, you should sit at home, fry potatoes, and that’s it. And this kind of notion can be seen practically everywhere but particularly in a family where a man earns the money his family lives on and where a woman is a housewife. Man’s opinion will definitely influence the opinion of his wife, which means that she has to fulfil his will and his desires. A democratic family is something very rare to see. 

#5 It is violence when a man forbids his wife to work but coming home after work starts humiliating his wife, who is not working because of his prohibition. When I was married the first time, my husband used to come home drunk and start saying that no one needed me because I had a child. I usually tried to get him to sleep but he used to start shouting at me say that he worked and earned money. And the same thing happened every day. 

The most common outcome in the conditions of economic crisis is degradation of a man, when he ceases fulfilling any responsibility for himself, his family and his children but at the same time exercises his physical and moral superiority (caused by traditions). Unfortunately such cases more and more often take place.   
#2 The conflicts occur primarily because I am working but my husband is not. For instance, the Kazakhs have a proverb, which says that  “the man is the head, the woman is the neck". And if I do not push my husband, he will not manage to do anything, which means that I am held guilty for the fact that my husband does not have a job. 
 #1 One more reason of committing violence is “self-realisation” at the expense of other people. 
#1 Unfortunately, now there has arisen a conflict of traditions, where a man is at one and the same time a breadwinner and an owner, and a new reality, when often it is a woman, who earns the money and supports her family financially. This means that man’s consciousness has remained the same, i.e., he still has owner’s feeling but the reality demonstrates that he is his wife’s dependant. 
#7 If a husband earns little and his wife wants to start working, then there could be a conflict on this ground.
#2 [Men] grew accustomed to working for the Government. On the basis of the fact that men cannot get used to living in the new settings, they give up and start drinking, they get angry, their families break up although they still could be very useful and bring so much benefit to the country.

 #4 Struggle for leadership in the family. There are cases, when a woman earns more than a man does and on this ground scandals and quarrels start occurring. 
Focus-group discussion moderator: Are there any other reasons, except for alcohol, which make a man commit violent actions against a woman?
#3 Psychological reasons, because a man cannot earn more than a woman does, because a man feels that he is weaker and that he is not the head of a family any more. 
#3 A man cannot adapt to new conditions and settings as well as a woman can.
#7 A man cannot feel weak. A man coming from the south of the country, a southern man is the [boss].
#7 My uncle found me a job. My husband and I lived with my relatives. Every time my husband’s friends or relatives came to visit him, they suppressed him from saying that he was dependent on me, etc. We had quarrels because of that. 

Therefore, the economic factor together with cultural traditions cause inequality between women and men. This becomes a dominant factor in the definition of the characteristics of a family.            

As far as domestic violence is concerned, women in the majority of cases do not turn to anybody, because relatives or friends always take someone’s side and cannot give impartial advice or help. Another reason of such situation is a desire to avoid publicity and to not “take out rubbish from a peasant’s log hut (izba)”. (“To not air the family’s dirty laundry.”)         

#1 A family is a closed book. If there are any problems there, then, as a rule, many women do not take the problems out of the family, but continue to tolerate it in the family, both physical and moral violence.
Moreover, women have one more reason not to ask for help from anybody. It is when they depend financially on the abuser.  

#6 My relatives have situations, when the husband becomes simply brutal. He must have mental disorders. His wife will never call the police. And at the same time she will never divorce him because she is not working and that is why she has to tolerate everything from him. She cannot get him to be arrested  otherwise the family will lose the source of income. 
#3 Domestic violence is committed in many families and quite often. I personally believe that violence committed against a woman in the family is the most terrible thing for a woman that can happen. And that is why domestic violence is [most common]. A man and a woman are not equal partners. I am terrified to see or hear a woman in a panic is running away from a house together with her children, and then she comes back because she has no place to escape. And when after all they divorced, they still stay in one apartment, because cannot change [the apartment]. 
Another factor is the non-intervention by law-enforcement bodies. 

#3 My neighbour had been living with her husband for seven years. They had two children. And every evening after work he used to drink with his friends, come back home and beat his wife. After some time their neighbours had got used to these cries and quarrels. At the beginning they called the police and somehow tried to prevent it. However, my neighbour always pitied him. I asked her several times, why she would not turn him out of the house. She used to answer that she did not want her children stay alone and to grow up without their father and that she still loved him and that she would not be able to bring the children up alone. And once after she had called the police, who arrested him for two weeks, he came back home drunk again, locked the door and started beating her. The neighbours simply did not pay any attention to the noise and cries and did not come to help since she had asked several times before not to interfere. This fight ended up with the man cutting his wife’s throat and hanging himself. Certainly, when we heard this scream we ran there, broke down the door and saw the terrible picture. … After this story, I was afraid to get married for quite a while. And that is why I personally think that a person can be exposed to violence everywhere, both in the family and on the street. Why? Simply because over 60 % of the families now live in poverty, and the more life gets worse, the more frequently is occurring. Plus there is wide-spread alcohol and drug-abuse. 
#2 I have a sister, she lives in the parental house together with her brother. He drank and when his wife died, he started drinking even more, and sometimes he threatened with an axe. We called the police. They did not come. We went to the police, they wrote out the note and still did not come. Finally they took him away. He spent the night there and came back home the next morning. Not 10 days there at all. 
#2 I have a neighbour, her father drinks. The girl called the police officer responsible for their district. He came and suggested that she sleep with him. He said he would lock her father in jail for a long time. How does one ask police for help in such cases? 
Therefore, the subject of domestic violence is the head of a family (husband, father), whereas his wife or his children are the object of violence. The reasons of committing domestic violence can be alcohol (its consumption has considerably increased recently), aggression caused by instability (unemployment, absence of money), the way the people were brought up (when the examples in a parental family are automatically transferred to one’s own family), mental and psychological disorders (including pathologic jealousy and suspiciousness). Moreover, violence is rooted in the inequality between men and women, and on a man’s feeling of moral superiority.

As has already been noted, in the current economy men appear to be weaker than women. Women’s responsibility for taking care of a family constantly keeps them in shape. Alcohol becomes a way for men who feel unstable to escape. Constant reproaches of doing nothing bring out estrangement of spouses and finally end with violence. 

A young woman, a wife, is exposed to biggest psychological pressure in a family, especially if the way she was brought up is distinctly different from the traditions of her husband’s family. 

System of prevention of domestic violence  
Law-enforcement bodies [primarily the police] make certain efforts at preventive prevention and detection of violence against women. The actions of the police in this direction remain practically the same. The mobile groups react to calls on cases connected with domestic violence. However, punishment for these offences has changed. Earlier the fact of calling the police almost automatically resulted in punishment; it became known to public organisations (Communist Party’s committees, bureau of Komsomol, trade union, and local committees), whose duties and responsibilities included implementation of such functions as public control. These organisations had in their range a number of effective forms of punishment (financial, moral, status ones). Today public control as an element to prevent domestic violence has become insignificant and not as effective as it used to be, if not having completely disappeared. 

#5 There was more respect for old people, women, and mothers. That was the policy of the state.
#5 During that time there were public organisations, which could express public censure. And there were the police. 
Currently these responsibilities are imposed on law-enforcement bodies, which do not have sufficient resources and skills to handle such cases. The punishment for domestic violence is limited to a penalty or administrative deprivation of freedom (up to 15 days), after which a violator returns to his family.  

#4 My husband does not beat me any more and I am glad. Some women in such situation leave their house; others turn their husbands out of the house. Other women can do nothing but hide in a corner crying. And most often women just live with it. They live with it because of money, of their children. As far as the police are concerned, they just lock a violator up for two weeks and the woman, his wife, will pay a penalty, and then he comes back home and will beat his wife again. 
The law-enforcement bodies face difficulties when trying to prove that an act of domestic violence against a woman has been committed. Women who have been exposed to violence are not always ready to follow through, which means that she has to go through judicial examination, and investigation and testimony in court. Sometimes the punishment for violence committed falls on victim’s shoulders. The most common administrative punishment for domestic violence is a penalty, which affects the family budget, which is mostly the woman’s responsibility. When neighbours call the police, the violator is arrested disturbing the peace rather than for committing violence against the woman, which cannot be proven by her testimonies. Moreover, women who have become victims of violence blame their neighbours for interference in private family affairs. 

#3 One of my female friends works in the police and she told to me several times, that mobile police groups never or practically never go for calls of domestic quarrels. They usually say that it is the internal family business and let them solve their problems themselves. It happens more often in unhappy families. Today a woman handed her husband over to the police; tomorrow she regrets about it, comes to the police and asks to let her husband out. That is why the police do not want to create more problems for themselves. Why do they need these problems? 
#5 If earlier you call the police, the violator could be punished administratively at work. Now on the contrary, the woman who is the victim of domestic violence is punished as well since she is the one who has to pay the penalty.  
#5 Neighbours calling the police in cases of domestic violence is now something less common to see. They do not do so because they are afraid to be blamed in the end. 
#5 Your neighbours fight and quarrel, you will interfere once, twice then you will be said not to. And later on when you do not interfere, someone is getting killed. We had such a case in our block of flats, when a person was killed. 
#7 When your neighbours have a fight or quarrel, you tell them once, you tell them twice but nothing changes. Finally you merely do not pay any attention to these quarrels any more. 
#7 A couple, a husband and his wife have a fight, then they make it up and at the end the neighbours are left to be blamed for interference.
#7 The neighbours will never call the police, especially if quarrels and fights occur constantly.  
#7 if you call the police and your neighbour’s husband has been taken away by the police, you may be the one to be blamed for this. Your neighbour will come and say that you called the police, who arrested my husband, and I will have to pay a penalty.
Therefore, public control of violence against women in general and domestic violence in particular has weakened over the last several years. During Soviet time there were such public organisations as local committees, trade unions, Communist Party local committees, which quite quickly and efficiently reacted to notifications of "unworthy" behaviour of men in a family.  Measures of punishment were effective (deprivation of the premium, reprimands, restriction of certain social bonuses and privileges, such as right to go to sanatorium and resorts at discount prices and out of the queue). At present this system of public control is gone and at the same time the legal restrictions of violence do not operate. 

Sexual harassment 

Several stages can be singled out, at which a woman is at risk of violence, particularly  sexual violence / harassment. 

The first stage is at the hiring sage, when the consent to have an affair with an employer is considered to be the condition of being hired. In such cases a woman practically is not protected. First, a woman has not yet registered the relations with a potential employer, which means that the relations between them are not formal. Second, such conversations are private, which no one sees or hears and therefore cannot be proven or disproven. 

Counteraction of this sort of practice can be through "a black list of employers" based on the statements of women, who have experienced this form of sexual harassment, and work on the individual basis with these women, even without any underlying legal implications.

#1 From my personal experience. When I was a fourth-year student, I wanted to start working. He, my employer, I am not going to name him, told me to come tomorrow at ten and also that he would employ me. I came and he asked to translate a text from Russian into Kazakh. I was given one more task afterwards. I told him that it was already late and it is high time for me to go home. However, he asked me to work for some more time and then he would let me go. I started working and it repeated several times. He presented me flowers, offered to have a drink several times. I left this job afterwards. 

#2 I have an acquaintance. She gave a job announcement at a newspaper and the calls she received afterwards about the job were on the condition of her providing sexual services. Otherwise she will not able to get any job. 

# I was unemployed and decided to find a job at a factory. I went there and the director of the factory told me that if I would be his lover, I would get a job there. I told him that I would need a week to think about it but I need to feed my children. I came to the factory again after one week but he suggested me the same again. I had to agree with it. I was meeting him for about a year and a half, then factory personnel were reduced and I was fired. 
#4 When I finished the university, I did not want to work according to my speciality. I always wanted to work as a secretary, to work with a computer. I applied to several firms having seen the job announcement. I came to one firm, they looked at me and asked me to wait. Then I was invited me to a room, where there was a fat guy sitting. He looked at me and said that I was OK. And then he asked me being so insolent: " How much do you want? ". Here I understood that this firm does not need a secretary, they simply pick up the girls. I left. There was another firm. I was invited for an interview. They suggested me to have some tea to sleep with someone and said that I would have a salary and everything. I am not looking job on job announcements any more. 
#4 I have met such employers, who just tell you that if you want to get a job here, you sleep with me and everything would be OK or be nice to that guy and things like that. 
The second stage is the reduction of personnel or unfavourable economic situation of the enterprise, when all personnel are in an unstable situation.

#3 When the salary is given, men say that they have families and children. And our boss gives an order to give the salary only to men saying that women would be fine anyway, they have husbands to earn the money and feed the family.

Finally there is a fault or mistake made by a woman who, in the opinion of some men, can be corrected only by having an affair or having sexual relations with him. A good example is sexual harassment at the educational institutions where a teacher (a man) links the failure to pass an exam to having sexual relations with him.         

#4 I am studying at the present moment. We have such a subject as basics of law. We have not had a single lesson on this subject. And now it is time for our teacher to give marks on this subject and what he does is he calls everyone and asks which mark you want to get. If you want to get five (excellent) you either have to have an affair with him or to pay money.

#1 We have a history teacher. When we were second-year students, we had to get a credit test. He did not want one girl to have the credit test passed. She was telling him that she was studying well. He suggested that she come to his place to take the test. When she arrived at his place he came out in a dressing gown and offered her to have some tea. She understood what was happening, took her coat and ran away. 

#1 If we take our institute as an example, of course we have one teacher, who have gone through certain disciplinary persecution because he wanted to find a girlfriend among students. I cannot say that he was looking for certain type of girls such as ones who came from remote areas or on the contrary lively ones coming from the cities, i. e., he was looking for any girl, without having any preferences. 

#1 When I was a student, we had cases of sexual harassment. Teachers and academics could make this kind of offers to the girls. For instance, one teacher always made one girl to stay after classes and have dates with him. She did not go to these dates. During examinations session, when we were passing one of the examinations, this teacher entered our room and told the teacher who was on the exam to give this girl a “two” (unsatisfactory). 

#1 I came across this phenomenon. Last year we had a young teacher. He was 22 years old. First he did not want to give us marks, and then we started receiving these kinds of offers. However, none of us agreed to accept them and we even had a fight with him. 

At the educational institutions the practice of taking bribes is widely prevalent. Sometime teachers prefer that their students do not study well, and who consequently must either give bribes or provide different services in order to receive a satisfactory mark and to continue studying at a university. (In case of female students, they are often requested to have sexual relations). 

System of prevention of sexual harassment at work (educational institutions)

The participants of focus-group discussions noted an absence of any system of prevention of sexual harassment. As the result, the facts of sexual harassment are very rarely made known to the public. 

#2 Sexual harassment is taken as something that goes without saying and there is no any sense in shouting and making oneself angry against the guy, since nothing can be changed. We have a different mentality from western people. If I knew for certain, that if I go to a lawyer and will be able to prove that I have been exposed to violence, and I will be able to get any benefit from it, then certainly it is worth doing. However, we have a completely different mentality, we are living under different laws. 

#4 I personally think that nothing could be changed. A violator will either get off easy with reprimand or in the worst case he will be fired. There will be no use for me. I personally would not go to a violator’s boss. 

Much depends on women’s behaviour, especially at work. Moreover, women in private enterprises are more often and more likely to be exposed to the risk of violence, where an employer dictates his own rules.

#1 We had a waitress. Our boss is Ingush. He liked the waitress very much but he had certain national habits. For instance, he could not present a woman flowers with other people around to see, or a woman had to eat at a separate table.  For them a woman is nothing, a woman must be a housewife. So, he liked the waitress and they started dating. And he would ask her: “What do you want, Oksana? Do you want a coat? Let’s go and buy one. Do you want gold? Here is gold. Do you want to go to Kok-Tobe? Let’s go to Kok-Tobe.” After some time she got bored with him; he would give her flowers only in the car. She could see the future being with him. And she started looking for another man to share the future, more suitable to her. He found out and told her that if he saw them together he would kill both her and her guy. She is still having troubles with him. She is young, only 21 years old. And she does not know what to do. He does not leave her alone to live the way she wants

. 

#1 Any man thinks so. If a woman agreed to have relations with a man, then he starts considering a woman as his own property. 

#3 I think that sexual harassment is widely disseminated. However, I personally think that if a woman chooses certain way of behaviour from the very beginning, the same way a woman will be working. And there is no difference, where a woman works, in a bad or good firm. 

#5 My acquaintances were working as teachers/guides in summer camps. The director there was a young guy. And those girls who slept with him had good salaries and those who didn’t got a tiny amount. 

At educational institutions sexual harassment/violence can be punished. However, the fact of coercion or offers to have sexual relations is very difficult to prove. Nevertheless, focus-group discussion participants were able to enumerate the precedents, when the violators were punished. 

#1 Such talks could be heard only among students. This kind of talk does not go further.

#1 When I was studying in the institute, there was such an incident, which happened to me. This person was withdrawn from his work for this. 

#7 It appears to me that only that student who is self-confident, who can prove he is well knowledgeable and completely sure that he/she is right and can prove it, can make a statement. But we all know that if a teacher really wants a student not to pass his/her exams despite the fact a student can be most knowledgeable, a teacher will do everything to do so and he will be able to do so.      

#7 I know a girl, who was expelled from the university. She went to the court and proved that she was right. Her enrolment at the university was resumed. 

#7 A teacher will most probably stay unpunished. 

#7 Everything depends on the girl herself. If she would like to punish this teacher, she will be able to find a legal way to do so. Or it is even better if she is sure she is knowledgeable and she does not need to give bribes to teachers or to do something in order to have the exams or credit tests passed.

Violence at work (educational institution) is widely spread in Kazakhstani society. According to the opinion of the focus-groups, public violence has become more frequent. However, this is difficult to prove. The situation is worsened by a woman’s economic dependence on the violator. 

Violence against women in the street (in public places)

Violence committed against women in the street (in public places) is the most common, according to women’s opinion. The danger of violence against women in the street has increased. Violence committed against the women who participated in the focus-group discussions, and the stories they had heard from their friends, relatives, and acquaintances, support this statement. This point of view is partially caused by the mass media, which often covers the subject of criminality and violence. 

One factor provoking violence on the street and other public places has become the indifference of witnesses. Passers-by do not enter a fight to protect a woman exposed to violence because they are either afraid to get in between of family affair or to be harmed by the violator. Many people think that the woman herself is to blame for the violent action committed against her, that she provoked the violator through her behaviour. 

Furthermore, such violent actions more often go unpunished. Victims do not inform the police, either afraid of revenge by the violator or to avoid a long and burdensome investigating procedure. 

#2 Violence in the street (public places) is most widely spread. There used to be a lot of people coming to other places. There were cases, when violators just took a woman in a car against her will and took her away. And no one cared about it. I faced this kind of cases myself and if I hadn’t known Kazakh I would have been hurt. They /violators/ think that if a girl comes from a city she is spoiled, which means she smokes, she drinks, etc. However, now I think the situation has changed and things like that do not happen any more.  

#2 The most horrible thing is sexual violence in the street. I have two children and every day I am afraid for their lives. Now I am afraid for myself also, for my own life. Sometimes I am scared to go outside. Nothing can be predicted. The most terrifying thing is that there is no protection anywhere. 

#2 I was working in the post-office then. Once I was walking in the empty street and suddenly out of a corner a taxi showed up, stopped and a taxi-driver started calling me. I did not realise what was happening at first but then I ran away. The only thing that saved me was that one of gates of one of the private houses was open. I ran into the yard and heard the car stop. The taxi-driver shouted at me using obscene words and left. I was hardly able to come to my senses.

#3 Violence in the street is most widely disseminated. Rumours say so, television shows it all the time. There are a lot of drug-abusers now and they will murder to steal money to be able to buy drugs. For instance, visitors came to our neighbours and said that they needed to check the gas oven. They entered the apartment and looked around. My neighbour’s husband was not at home and they raped then murdered her. They stole everything. Now I am afraid of every person. 

#4 I faced it once. A taxi drove up to me and the driver suggested his services. When I refused, he grasped my hand and tried to get me inside the car by force. I was lucky that my boyfriend was waiting for me at the bus stop. He saw everything and helped me. 

#4 I personally think that domestic violence and violence in the street are equal. I have a chance to follow the statistics every day. Every day 2 or 3 cases of rape are registered. Imagine how many of them are not registered since not every woman raped is able to come and say that she has been raped. Some women are ashamed to say it because people still tend to blame the victims themselves. And secondly, sometimes the police themselves are not helpful at all. When I was living with my mother in Aksay microdistrict, a girl was raped in our yard. The police came, they laughed, wrote down everything and left. What else could they do?

#4 I think that now it is scarier to walk in the street at night. Almost every night I wake up because of terrible shouts and screams. I do not know what is happening there. And there is a belief that a decent girl would no go out at 3 or 4 in the morning and that is why there is not wish to go and help such people. 

System of prevention of violence committed against women in public places

The main workload on prevention of violence against women committed in public places is imposed on the police and other law-enforcing bodies. Unfortunately, they do not always fulfil the duties and responsibilities imposed on them. As a result, their efforts and activities are evaluated quite negatively. They are accused of corruption. In the end women do not believe in the ability of the police to help them. 

Focus-group discussion moderator: Where has impunity manifested itself?

#3 Have you ever seen the crime revealed?

#6 I have observed the case when a guy was beating a girl in the street. Everyone was passing by and no one paid any attention to it. 

#6 Even the victim is not always determined to go to the police and state that violence was committed.

#6 Who will be looking for a violator? No one in the police is willing accept the statement that violence was committed. 

#6 A good friend of mine once had her hat stolen right in the street. She was able to have catch one of the thieves but the other one, who was the one who took the hat, ran away. The thief who was caught was brought to the police and he told the police who was the other thief. The second thief turned out to be from a respected wealthy family. As the result she insisted on taking them to the court and the guy was put on probation for a year and a half. His parents came and started threatening her. And that was it. Where is justice? Today he stole a hat; tomorrow he will murder someone. 

#6 The police require proof of the fact that you have been exposed to violence. 

#6 One cannot trust the police. 

#6 It is better to solve the problem ourselves. 

#4 I experienced the case once, when I was coming back from the store. A guy just came up to me, grasped me, took to the porch of a house and stole my hat. I came back home, called the police and they just did not come. 

Special attention should be given to the fact that women frequently state victim’s behaviour to be the reason/cause of violence committed. Very often he violator (a man who raped a woman, a policeman, who committed unlawful actions) is not blamed, but the victim’s behaviour: she is the one to be blamed. 

#4 When I was 17 years old, boys respected us. It is not like that any more. Now the one of the most important things are the nightlife, night discos, drinking alcohol. Moreover, I personally think that girls are to be blamed themselves for violence. 

Moreover, the human rights of the victim are not taken into consideration. Often those who are supposed to uphold the law violate their duties and responsibilities and commit crimes. 

#4 My friends once had a case where my friend and her husband had a walk in the evening with their dog. My friends live on Sain street (a place where commercial sex workers work). The dog ran away. The man went to look for her and his wife stood there waiting for him. Then a police car stopped right next to her and asked whether she worked or not. When she said yes, they grasped her by hair and got inside their car. Fortunately, they figured out their mistake afterwards, apologised, and let her go. 

Therefore, deviant (deviating from norm) behaviour of a victim shifts the accents. Potential violator is interested in this shift in order to justify his actions, establish control over his victim (classical example is commercial sex workers, who mostly have illegal status by not having a city registration).

Thus, in European countries the movement directed at protection of vulnerable sections of the population is developed. The reason for their vulnerability is that they (drug-abusers, commercial sex workers, and illegal immigrants) are breaking the public norms and therefore cannot count on full protection of their human rights by the society. At the same time as the survey findings show, efforts undertaken to protect their human rights including those of non-governmental organisations, will not be supported by certain portions of the population. 

Regional peculiarities of violence against women

It is widely accepted that attitude towards women in the south of the country is worse than elsewhere in Kazakhstan. The reason is traditionalism. A woman should take a subordinate position to men. Moreover, after getting married a woman is considered to have been given to her husband’s family; that is why her relatives cannot interfere in her life any more. 

In southern families initiators of the conflict are often husband’s relatives or friends, who consider woman’s behaviour is unacceptable. They reprimand their friend of not being strict with his wife. 

On the other hand, women in the south of the country, according to women from Shymkent, are less spoiled than elsewhere and are better prepared for family life (they can cook, they can sew, they are better housewives). 

In industrial cities (in Karaganda in particular), which have been most exposed to the economic crisis, the problem of violence is directly related to the problem of unemployment and poverty.  
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Диаграмма1

		I try to wait until he calms down.

		I physically resist.

		I leave home temporarily.

		I do nothing.

		I call my relatives for help.

		I call neighbours for help.

		I call the police.

		I applied for divorce



Diagram #8. Woman's reaction to domestic violence committed by her husband.
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		Какова Ваша реакция на подобные действия мужа?

						Frequency		Percent		Valid Percent		Cumulative Percent

		Valid		стараюсь переждать его вспышку гнева		71		4.7333333333		29.5833333333		29.5833333333

				на время ухожу из дома		44		2.9333333333		18.3333333333		47.9166666667

				оказываю физическое сопротивление		46		3.0666666667		19.1666666667		67.0833333333

				зову на помощь родственников		21		1.4		8.75		75.8333333333

				зову на помощь соседей		8		0.5333333333		3.3333333333		79.1666666667

				обращаюсь в правоохранительные органы		5		0.3333333333		2.0833333333		81.25

				ничего не делаю		44		2.9333333333		18.3333333333		99.5833333333

				подала на развод		1		0.0666666667		0.4166666667		100

				Total		240		16		100

		Missing		System		1260		84

		Total				1500		100

		Какова Ваша реакция на подобные действия мужа?

						Frequency		Percent		Valid Percent		Cumulative Percent

		Valid		I try to wait until he calms down.		30%		4.7333333333		29.5833333333		29.5833333333

				I physically resist.		19%		3.0666666667		19.1666666667		48.75

				I leave home temporarily.		18%		2.9333333333		18.3333333333		67.0833333333

				I do nothing.		18%		2.9333333333		18.3333333333		85.4166666667

				I call my relatives for help.		9%		1.4		8.75		94.1666666667

				I call neighbours for help.		3%		0.5333333333		3.3333333333		97.5

				I call the police.		2%		0.3333333333		2.0833333333		99.5833333333

				I applied for divorce		0%		0.0666666667		0.4166666667		100

				Total		240		16		100

		Missing		System		1260		84

		Total				1500		100
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Диаг. № Реакция женщины на факты насилия со стороны мужа
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Диаграмма1

		The mass media does not cover it.

		Messages on this problem are very rare.

		The mass media coverage of the problem does not help to change the situation.

		They provide good coverage.



Diagram #10. How would you evaluate coverage of violence problems by the mass media in Kazakhstan?
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		Как Вы оцениваете работу СМИ по освещению проблемы положения женщин в нашей Республике?

						Frequency		Percent		Valid Percent		Cumulative Percent

		Valid		The mass media does not cover it.		21%		311		20.7748830995		20.7748830995

				Messages on this problem are very rare.		41%		616		41.1489645959		61.9238476954

				The mass media coverage of the problem does not help to change the situation.		37%		549		36.6733466934		98.5971943888

				They provide good coverage.		1%		21		1.4028056112		100

				Total		0.0666666667		99.8		100

		Missing		System		3		0.2

		Total				1500		100
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Диаг. № Как Вы оцениваете работу СМИ по освещению проблем женщин в нашей республике?
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Диаграмма2
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Diagram #3 What form of violence committed by men were you exposed to the most recent time?
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						Возраст										Total

		V1.1																										61.2244897959		55.013368984

						Frequency		Percent		Valid Percent		Cumulative Percent																		12.5668449198

		Valid		побои		172.00		1147%		1147%		1147%																38.7755102041		32.4197860963

				толчки		116		7.7333333333		7.7333333333		19.2

				хватания за руки		206		13.7333333333		13.7333333333		32.9333333333

				попытка изнасилования		44		2.9333333333		2.9333333333		35.8666666667

				изнасилование		6		0.4		0.4		36.2666666667

				ограбление		109		7.2666666667		7.2666666667		43.5333333333

				попытка ограбления		89		5.9333333333		5.9333333333		49.4666666667

				оскорбления		4		0.2666666667		0.2666666667		49.7333333333

				приставания без рук		3		0.2		0.2		49.9333333333

				не подвергались физическому воздействию со стороны мужчин		751		50.0666666667		50.0666666667		100

				Total		1500		100		100





Лист1

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Диаг. № "Какому виду физического воздействия со стороны мужчины Вы подвергались в последний раз?"
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